
FAMINE EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS NETWORK

FEWS NET
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries 
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or1-301-683-3424.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat
Seasonally Dry

September 12-18, 2013

Widespread, heavy rains were observed across far western Africa during the past week
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1. The onset of the rainy 
season was delayed 
by more than four weeks 
across southeastern Sudan, 
northwestern Ethiopia, and southern Eritrea. This 
has delayed planting, reduced planting areas, and 
negatively impacted crops across the region. Though an 
increase in rainfall has been observed since the beginning 
of August, seasonal rainfall deficits have been sustained 
over many local areas.

2. Frequent and above-average rains over the past several 
weeks have resulted in large rainfall surpluses across far 
western West Africa. Additional heavy rains are forecast 
across Guinea Conakry and southern Mali during the next 
outlook period. This could exacerbate ground conditions over 
many areas.

3. Since June, an insufficient and poorly-distributed rainfall has led 
to large rainfall deficits across the Gulf of Guinea countries. The 
resulting dryness has reduced maize yields in Ghana and southern 
Togo and affected maize crops in southwestern Nigeria. Some relief is expected during the upcoming week, with increased 
shower activities.

4. Heavy amounts of precipitation in late August led to flooding across northern Nigeria, and increased water discharges at the 
Kainji, Shiroro, and Jebba dams in the southern Kebbi, and Niger states of the country.  This has elevated the risk for basin 
inundation along the Niger River for many local areas downstream.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Temperatures:
During the first week of September, temperatures 
averaged 1oC to 4oC above normal with the hottest 
temperatures (near 40oC) observed in southern 
Turkmenistan. Minimum temperatures fell to 
around 10oC. Above normal temperatures are 
forecast to persist across Central Asia during the 
next week. Extreme maximum temperatures 
are expected to be similar to this past week with 
the hottest temperatures (upper 30soC) across 
southern Turkmenistan. Frost or light freezes 
are possible late in this period across northeast 
Kazakhstan.

Precipitation:
During the past week, seasonal dryness prevailed 
across the region. Mostly dry weather is forecast 
to continue during the next week with light rain 
limited to the northern third of Kazakhstan. 
Precipitation anomalies generally are at or above normal for the 30, 60, and 90-day time periods.

1. Several consecutive weeks of above-average 
rains have led to dangerously high water levels 
along the Usumacinta River as well as localized 
reports of flash flooding and landslides. With 
additional heavy rain forecast for the next 
week, there is an elevated risk for flooding 
and landslides.

2. Since June, poorly distributed and low 
rainfall totals have already negatively impacted 
developing crops in the Sud and Sud-Est departments of 
Haiti.

3. Below-average rain since July has strengthened moisture deficits in the 
Nord-Ouest department of Haiti. However, heavy rains during the past week 
have improved ground conditions.

4. Little to no precipitation since July has strengthened moisture deficits and caused 
drought conditions in the Nord-Ouest department of Haiti. 
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