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 ETHIOPIA Food Security Update 	 November 2007 

	 Pastoral and agropastoral populations in southern 
Somali Region remain extremely food insecure as a 
result of poor deyr rains and ongoing restrictions on 
trade and movement in Warder, Degahabour, 
Korahe and parts of Fik and Gode zones. Food 
security may deteriorate further in the region if the 
restrictions are not completely lifted, especially as 
pasture conditions worsen as the December to 
March dry season progresses and following a likely 
below‐average short‐rains harvest in January. 

	 As a result of good June to September rains, the 
main meher harvest that began in October is 
expected to be above average this year, likely 
resulting in increased food availability in the coming 
year. 

	 Cereal prices have decreased seasonally following 
the start of the meher harvest in most markets in 
Addis Ababa, Oromiya, SNNPR, Amhara and Harari regions. However, high and increasing prices have prevailed in most 
markets in Dire Dawa and most of Somali Region. Cereal prices remain well above average throughout the country, 
affecting the food security of poor households in both urban and rural areas that heavily rely on the market to 
purchase food. 

Figure 1. Areas of concern, end of October 2007 
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Food security summary 

Food security is relatively stable in the country, except for parts of Somali Region where ongoing restrictions on trade and 
movement have severely restricted access to food for the pastoral and agropastoral populations living in these areas. Food 
security in the lowlands of Oromiya Region, including the lowlands of East Hararghe, West Hararghe, Arsi and Bale, has 
recently improved slightly as a result of food aid distributions that began in mid‐September. However, the food security 
situation in the lowlands of Oromiya will continue to be of concern, as households in these areas have had two consecutive 
seasons of poor harvest (meher 2006 harvest and belg 
2007 harvest) and are expecting a poor meher 2007 
harvest due to the below‐normal rains between June to 
September 2007 in some woredas. 

Production prospects are generally good for the meher 
harvest, which began in October. A mid‐season crop 
assessment conducted by USDA/FAS/OG between 
September 24 and October 2 estimated that this year’s 
production will be similar to or higher than that of last 
year’s. According to the FAO/WFP crop and food supply 
assessment mission report, last year’s production was a 
bumper harvest, estimated at 20.11 million MT for 
cereals and pulses, which is 53 percent higher than the 
previous five‐year average. Meher‐season production 
contributes about 90 to 95 percent of total crop 
production in Ethiopia and covers almost all crop‐
dependent areas of the country, with the exception of a 
few areas that depend on belg production. The good 
harvest this year is expected to improve the availability 
of food for own consumption and also improve the 
income of farmers, especially for surplus producers. Although total production is expected to be above average, areas 
where the rains did not perform well during the season, such as the lowlands of Oromiya, will likely face a poor harvest. 
Locust infestations in parts of North Wello Zone of Amhara Region and Western Zone of Tigray Region bordering Sudan will 
also cause localized reductions in yield. Hence, some areas will continue to face food shortages. 

Figure 2. Current estimated food security conditions, fourth 
quarter 2007 (Oct to Dec) 

Source: FEWS NET and WFP/VAM 

Livestock body conditions have improved in Amhara, Afar, Tigray and Oromiya regions following increased availability of 
pasture and water due to the good kiremt (June to September) rains and also reduced incidence of disease outbreak. 
Livestock body conditions also improved in the lowlands of Bale, Borena and Guji zones of Oromiya Region following the 
October/November rains (the minor rainy season in these areas). However, serious drinking water shortages for human 
and livestock consumption were reported in Borena Zone (Mio, Moyale, parts of Dhas, Dilo, Teltele and Arero woredas) of 
Oromiya Region, where people were forced to walk 17 to 20 km per trip in search of water prior to the onset of the 
October/November rains. Performance of the October/November rains was below average in October, but improved in the 
first half of November, regenerating pasture and replenishing water sources. In most of these areas, pasture and water 
availability is not expected to be sufficient until the start of the main rains in late March/early April. Availability of milk and 
milk products is expected to improve temporarily, supporting the nutritional status of children. Livestock body conditions 
are also expected to improve temporarily, which in turn is expected to improve the market prices of livestock in the short 
term. 

In the dominantly pastoral regions of Afar, availability of pasture and water has improved due to normal to above‐normal 
karma rains (July‐August) received in all zones. Livestock body conditions have also improved, which in turn has improved 
access to milk among the communities. The food security situation of this region will become clearer in mid‐December 
when the meher multi‐agency needs assessment teams return from the field. 
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Somali Region update 

Pastoralists and agropastoralists in Korahe, Degehabur and parts of Warder, Fik, and Gode zones of Somali Region are 
extremely food insecure, due to ongoing restrictions on trade and movement that started in mid‐June. Most of the 
population in the region obtains 60 to 80 percent of its food from purchases of cereals and imported food such as pasta, 
rice and sugar from the market after the sale of livestock and livestock products, and the restrictions on trade and 
movement have made access to food exceedingly difficult. 

Following the UN mission into some areas in September that predicted that the food and nutrition security of households in 
these areas would deteriorate rapidly within two to three months if commercial food were available only in limited 
quantities, the government has made some attempts to open up trade. Additionally, the government has worked with UN 
and NGOs to allow a special emergency humanitarian operation in the region from October to December, targeting more 
than 642,000 people in the restricted areas. However, most of the recommendations made by the team (such as the 
resumption of livestock exportation, the re‐establishment of legal cross‐border trade with Somalia and/or increased 
internal trade to provide commercial food) are yet to be fully implemented. As a result, populations affected by these 
restrictions, especially those in rural areas who have very limited access to the commercial food and also food aid 
distributions, are relying more on animal products from their own livestock (milk and meat) and the consumption of wild 
foods. This will cause herd reduction that negatively impacts the pastoral livelihood base, particularly for the poor whose 
livestock holdings are already low. 

Dependence on livestock products is normally higher during rainy seasons, when livestock productivity is high, and during 
the dry season the pastoral and agropastoral populations rely more heavily on the purchase of cereals for food access. With 
the restrictions, however, the availability of cereals in the markets is very limited, and their prices are very high (according 
to the Regional Food Security Update of November in Degehabur town, the price of maize this year was 100 birr per 50 kg, 
double the price in November 2006). Additionally, household purchasing power is limited due to the inaccessibility of 
livestock markets. So as the jilaal dry season progresses, the food security problems will further deteriorate unless 
restrictions are fully lifted and measures are taken to increase the humanitarian assistance. 

A standard nutritional survey conducted by Save the Children United Kingdom (SC‐UK) in October 2007 in Fik and Hamaro 
woredas of Fik Zone in Somali Region has revealed 20.8 percent global acute malnutrition (GAM) and 1.4 percent severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) rates, which are critical levels according to the World Health Organization standards. These 
critical malnutrition rates have partly been caused by poor food availability at the household level (partly caused by 
reduced commercial trade), high food commodity prices, poor terms of trade due to declined livestock prices and acute 
watery diarrhea. 

The 2007 deyr (short) rainy season from October to early December in southern Somali Region started on time in most of 
the region, but the distribution was erratic and below average in October. Normal to above‐normal rains were received 
throughout the region in the first half of November, improving water availability and pasture regeneration, although the 
pasture that was regenerated is unlikely to be sufficient to last through the dry season. Availability of pasture and browse is 
also expected to be affected by a locust infestation that began at the end of October and continues to affect most parts of 
Warder and Korahe zones. This could cause an even earlier depletion of available pasture and browse, leading to a 
livestock emergency on top of existing problems in these areas. 

The poor performance of rains in October also affected planting activities of the agropastoral populations in the region. 
Prospects for the next harvest, which normally occurs in January, are therefore poor. Although the overall amount of rain‐
fed crop produced during the deyr season is not significant, it would have contributed to alleviating the existing scarcity of 
cereals for own consumption among the agropastoral populations. 

Market analysis 

Cereal prices started to decrease seasonally in October with the start of the meher harvest. However, prices remain 
extremely high and above the long‐term average throughout the country. The retail price of white maize in Addis Ababa 
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market this September was 39 percent higher than last year and 59 percent higher than the 2002 to 2006 five‐year average 
(Figure 3). The price increases follow the general inflation in the country, which was 18.4 percent in August 2007 according 
to the National Bank of Ethiopia. Similarly, the wholesale prices of mixed teff, white wheat and white maize were 66 
percent, 80 percent and 97 percent respectively greater than the five‐year average in September (Figure 4); the price of 
white sorghum was also double the average. 

The government has taken various measures to stabilize prices since March 2006, including selling wheat and oil at 
subsidized prices to the poor in selected urban areas, banning grain exports, increasing the reserve requirements of 
commercial banks and increasing bank interest rates. Despite these measures, prices have continued to increase. The 
government has increased salaries of government employees by 24 to 37 percent to enable them to cope with the rising 
prices. However, government employees are estimated to be only about 5 percent of the total population. More support is 
needed for the poor and the very poor (who are typically 20 to 30 percent of the population in rural Ethiopia) who are most 
seriously affected by the price increase as a result of their limited purchasing power and reliance on the market for food. 

Figure 3. Retail prices of white maize in Addis Ababa Figure 4. Wholesale prices of select staple cereals in 
Addis Ababa 

Source: data archives of FEWS NET/Ethiopia, Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise (EGTE) and National Bank of Ethiopia. 
Graphics: FEWS NET/Ethiopia. 

Notes: (1) Prices are expressed in Ethiopian birr per quintal. (2) One quintal = 100 kg; 1 Ethiopian birr ≈ 12 US cents 

Seasonal progress 

Following the good performance of the kiremt (June to September) rains, overall meher crop performance is expected to be 
good across the country. Most cereals and pulse crops, such as sorghum, maize, barley, teff and peas, are at the harvesting 
stage in lowland and mid‐land areas. However, several areas reported various production problems. Most highland areas 
received excess rainfall, which is expected to reduce localized yields. There were also some lowland areas, mainly the 
lowlands of Oromiya Region including East and West Hararghe, East and West Arsi and Bale, that reported below‐average 
rains during the season, which had negative effects on crops, particularly maize. Total meher production levels will be 
released in mid‐December once the FAO/WFP crop and food supply assessment is completed. 

Migratory locust infestations were reported in Metema, Quara, and Armachiho woredas of North Gondar Zone of Amhara 
Region and Humera Woreda of Western Zone of Tigray Region. According to the Amhara Region Bureau of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (BoARD), the locusts in these regions (which came from Sudan) attacked about 8,742 ha of crops owned 
by settlers and investors (1,883 ha in Metema, 5,949 ha in Quara and 910 ha in Armachiho), including 1,959 ha of pasture 
land. The damage has been estimated at 10 to 15 percent loss. Additionally, there is currently a desert locust infestation in 
the south and southeastern zones of Somali Region. The MoARD is spraying affected areas and trying to control the spread 
of the desert locust. These areas are mainly pastoral and agropastoral, so damage is expected to be primarily on the 
pasture and browse in the affected areas. Quela Quela bird, which normally occurs in the lowlands along the Rift Valley and 
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reduces the yield of sorghum crops, occurred this year as well. According to the MoARD, this pest has also been controlled 
with no major damage. 

The dry season began in October for most crop‐dependent parts of the country as well as for the northeastern pastoral 
region of Afar. The short October/November rainy season (known locally as the deyr/hageya) also began in October in the 
southeastern pastoral areas including South Omo Zone of Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, the 
lowlands of Bale, Borena and Guji zones of Oromiya Region and all southern zones of Somali Region (see Somali Region 
update above). The short rains are very important for the replenishment of pasture and water as well as for the 
development of crops that are produced by agropastoral population living in these areas. The onset of the deyr/hageya 
rains this year was slightly late, with below‐normal rainfall totals and erratic distribution in October. Above‐average rains 
then fell in the first half of November in the southern and southeastern pastoral areas (Figure 5). This has helped replenish 
water and regenerate pasture. However, due to poor performance of the rains in October, rain‐fed crop production 
prospects are poor. 

Figure 5. Satellite-estimated rainfall compared to the long-term average, first dekad of October through first dekad of 
November 2007 
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Source: NOAA rainfall imagery, produced by USGS-EROS data center. 
Graphics: FEWS NET 


