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According to the WFP/FAO Crop and Food Supply Mission’s (CFSAM) preliminary observation, 
outlined in the final debriefing session to the international donor community, the area under 
cultivation increased in 2004 but could not be fully planted, mainly due to late and erratic rainfall 
distribution, and in some cases a lack of short cycled seed varieties.  Cereal production falls far 
short of the requirement.  It is estimated that cereal production in 2004 is below last year’s very low 
production (106,000 MT) and substantially lower that the 1992-2003 average of around 180,000 
MT.  Due to drought and macro economic constraints, and in spite of food aid flows, food prices 
remain high and are rising faster than other prices.  The overall Consumer Price Index (CPI) in 
Asmara has risen 53 percent in the 12 months to September 2004, but food prices increased by 65 
percent, cereals by 86 percent, pulses and oilseeds by 148 percent.  The CFSAM final report is 
expected to be released very soon. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE 

 
CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 

• The performance of the bahri rain, which normally occurs between October and February in the Northern Red Sea Zone 
and the eastern escarpments, performed unsatisfactorily at its onset in November.   

• In the spate irrigation areas of She’eb, Wekiro, and Embermi, stalk borer and stink bug slightly damaged crops spread over 
3,200 ha of fields. 

• Vegetation conditions in most parts of the country continue to decline.  This is particularly true in most parts of the kremti 
rain benefiting areas of Gash Barka, Debub, Maekel, and Anseba zones, where vegetation conditions are below normal 
compared with the long-term average for this time of the year. 

• Contrary to harvest time expectations, major cereal prices in Asmara and Mendefera remain higher than last year’s prices 
and are well above the five-year average (1998-2003).  Sorghum-livestock terms of trade (ToT) have steadily depreciated 
in Asmara since July, while remaining stable or increasing slightly in favor of pastoralists since September in Mendefera.   

FOOD SECURITY SUMMARY 
• According to OCHA’s Financial Tracking System (FTS), the international community response for CAP 2004 as of December 

20, 2004 meets only 58.5 percent of the requirements and is 22 percent lower than the response to CAP 2003.  The food aid 
sector has received only 64 percent of its requirement. 

• Earlier planted crops are performing well in She’eb and Foro areas.  Currently, most of the early-planted maize varieties in 
Foro are found at the late vegetative stage and are in a good condition.  Sorghum in She’eb area is performing well and most 
of the crop is at the grain filling stage. 

• With the existing rate of distribution, the current food stock at the end of November (52,336 MT) will last through the end of 
January 2005.   
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CURRENT HAZARDS 
The bahri rain performs poorly in November 
The performance of the bahri rain, which normally occurs 
between October and February in the Northern Red Sea Zone 
and the eastern escarpments, has been unsatisfactory since its 
onset on November.  The bahri rains help farmers in the spate 
irrigation areas by supplying the additional moisture that is 
critical to crop fields not adequately flooded in the previous 
months.  Its impact on crop performance in She’eb area is 
insignificant, as the area is mainly dependent on floods that 
come from the central highlands during the main rainy season.   
 
As it is depicted in Figure 1, cumulative rainfall estimates in 
November were slightly below normal in almost all the bahri 
rain benefiting areas of Northern Red Sea and the eastern 
escarpments.  November is a critical month in determining 
crop performance as most of the crops are planted at the end of 
October.   
 

Poor crop performance due to insect pests and delayed 
planting 
Insect pests such as stalk borer and stinkbug have damaged 
crops in over 3,200 hectares of the spate irrigation areas of 
She’eb, Wekiro, and Embermi.  However, heavier damage was 
limited by the MoA’s collaboration with local communities to 
control the attack by conducting aircraft supported pesticides 
spraying.   
 
Crops planted at the beginning of September in She’eb are at 
the early grain filling stage.  Late planted and inadequately 
irrigated sorghum fields have wilted and appear physically 
weak.  Continued rainfall is needed in crop fields lacking 
moisture due to inadequate flooding.  Currently, crop 
conditions are much below average in Wekiro area of She’eb, 
mainly due to inadequate flooding from the surrounding 
highland areas and the salty nature of the soil, which affects the 
osmotic balance of the soil, hindering crop development.  In 
Foro, planting is usually done in October, but because the rain 
started a bit late, planting operations did not start until 
November.  Out of the total ploughed land (5,600 ha), only 16 
percent was planted.  Currently, most of early planted maize 
varieties found at late vegetative stage and are in a good 
condition.  The continuity of the planting operation depends on 
the performance of the rain in December.  
 
Grazing and pasture conditions declining 
As indicated in Figure 2, vegetation conditions in most parts of 
the country continue to decline.  This is particularly true in 
most parts of the kremti rain benefiting of Gash Barka, Debub, 
Maekel, and Anseba zones, where vegetation conditions were 
below normal during the first decade of December.  Dry 
conditions with poor vegetation also prevailed in the eastern 
escarpments, delaying the return of pastoralists who had 
moved to the surrounding highlands in search of better grazing 
at the beginning of the kremti season.  In these areas, pasture 
performance will be determined by the amount of rainfall 
received in the next few months.   
 
 
 

Figure 1: Rainfall Estimate (RFE) in Oct.  and Nov. 
1a: Current cumulative RFE compared with LTA (October 2004) 

 
1b: Current cumulative RFE compared with LTA (November 2004) 

 
Source: NOAA, Graphics: FEWS NET/Eritrea 
 

Figure 2: Vegetation cover (NDVI/SPOT) 

2a: Vegetation cover, current (1-10 Dec.  2004) 

 
2b: Vegetation cover, current compared with the long-term average 

 
Source: NDVI/ Spot, FAO 
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Prices of major food grains still alarmingly higher than the same  
time last year 
 
Contrary to expectations, the recent harvest did not trigger widespread 
price reductions.  In the key markets of Asmara, Keren and Mendefera, 
cereal prices are still well above the five-year average (1998-2003) and 
in most cases are considerably higher than prices last year (see Figure 
3).  With no change in wages and salaries of public servants, this high 
price trend limits food access for consumers in both urban and rural 
areas.  According to the CFSAM preliminary observation and 
presentation made during the final debriefing session, 66 percent of the 
average household expenditure is for food.  In Asmara, 50 percent of 
expenditure is for food, while in rural areas food makes up over 70 
percent of household expenditure.  The high proportion of income now 
devoted to food purchases limits household access to other goods and 
services. 
 
In Keren, prices are relatively lower, but have been steadily increasing 
since July and are still above the five-year average.  In Asmara, white 
sorghum and white wheat prices have been stable, but are about double 
the five-year average.  White taff prices, however, after rising steadily 
between June and October, declined in November by around 11 percent 
in Asmara and 53 percent in Mendefera, but are still much higher than 
last year and the five-year average on both markets.  In Mendefera, 
white wheat prices have generally been lower than in Asmara, but are 
less stable.   
 
Sorghum-livestock terms of trade indicate the relative purchasing power 
of pastoralists by measuring the quantity of grain that can be purchased 
for a single animal.  In Asmara, pastoralists’ terms of trade have been 
depreciating since July.  In November, the terms of trade declined a 
further 27 percent for goats and 18 percent for sheep.  In Mendefera, 
pastroalists’ terms of trade are much lower than they were in June, but 
terms of trade for goat have been stable since August while the terms of 
trade for sheep have actually improved in recent months.   
 
Sorghum-livestock terms of trade (ToT) have steadily depreciated in 
Asmara since July, while stabilizing or slightly increasing in favour of 
pastoralists since September in Mendefera.   
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Prices of major food grains 
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Source: EGB, Graphics FEWS NET/Eritrea 

 
Figure 4: Sorghum-Livestock terms of trade, June-
November 2004 
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FOOD SECURITY OUTLOOK  

Earlier planted crops in She’eb and Foro performing well  
 
Crops planted earlier in the bahri season are performing better 
in the spate irrigation areas of She’eb and Foro sub-zones.  
Currently, most early-planted maize varieties are found at the 
late vegetative stage and are in good condition in Foro.  
According to the sub-zonal MoA office in Foro, in normal years 
when there is good bahri rain and adequate flooding, as high as 
2 MT per hectare of maize can be harvested.  Yields were 
extremely low in 2003, and if the current rain improves toward 
the end of the season, this year’s harvest is expected to be 
greater.  Sorghum in She’eb area is performing better and is 
mostly found at the grain filling stage.  The current season also 
allows horticultural crop activities in spate irrigation areas.  It is 
a normal practice in Foro and She’eb to grow horticultural crops 
such as watermelon and okra late in the season, immediately 
after cereals harvested. 
 
Response for CAP 2004 remain at 58.5 percent as of 
December 20, 2004 
 
As it is depicted in Table 1, the donor response to CAP 2004 did 
not meet requirements, and humanitarian agencies depended on 
carry-overs from 2003 and other sources for about half of their 
implementation capacity.  According to OCHA’s Financial 
Tracking System (FTS), only 58.5 percent of the total 
requirement was resourced by the international donor 
community as of December 20, 2004.  This response is by 22 
percent lower than the response to CAP 2003 (Figure 4).  The 
food aid sector has received only 64 percent of its requirement.  
However, this amount, combined with other sources and carry-
over from 2003 made it possible to support significant parts of 
the vulnerable population in 2004.  WFP was able to reach 99 
percent of its target group of 900,000 rural people affected by 
the war, drought and economic hardship.  WFP targeted 80,028 
primary school children, including 32,011 girls, with school 
feeding and take home rations to encourage girls’ enrollment 
and reduce dropout rates.  In addition, 38,700 women and 4,300 
men were supported with food rations in the promotion of adult 
literacy programs, while 4,600 affected by HIV/AIDS and 3,167 
tuberculosis patients were supported with food rations.  In the 
agriculture sector, only 21 percent of the total requirement was 
received.  The health sector has received only 60 percent of the 
requirement in 2004.   
 
The current food stock will last through January 2005 
 
As of the end of October, the stock balance at the Eritrean Relief 
and Refugee commission (ERREC) warehouse was around 
27,434 MT (see Table 2).   
 
With the arrival of 47,598 MT in November, minus estimated 
November distribution of 22,696 MT, the balance of food stocks 
at the end of November was 52,336 MT.  With the existing rate 
of distribution, the current stock at the end of November will 
last through the end of January 2005. 
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Figure 4: Response to CAPs (in USD)
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Source: OCHA Finacial Tracking System  
 
 
Table 1: CAP 2004 Appeal and response 

Sector Requirement Contributions % 
met 

Agriculture 5,413,482 
 

1,161,584 21 

Coordination & support 
services 

879,857 540,974 61 

Education 2,052,273 0 0 
Family Shelter & non-
food items 

7,315,323 1,231,527 17 

Food 78,700,000 50,088,540 64 
Health 6,271,859 3,795,547 60 
Mine Action 2,006,810 794,811 40 
Multi-Sector 14,597,740 13,967,466 96 
Protection/human 
rights/rule of law 

2,501,265 0 0 

Water and sanitation 5,854.195 1,912,419 33 
Total 125,542,804 73,492,868 58.5 
Source: OCHA Financial Tracking System 

 
 
 

 
 

Table 2: ERREC Stock Balance Report (in MT), Nov. 2004  
Food 
Items 

Stocks at 
the end of 
October 

Arrivals 
in Nov. 

Planned 
Distributions 
in November 

Balance 
at the end 

of Nov 
Cereals 9,941 45,851 18,145 37,647 
Pulses 7,601 935 1,435 7,101 
Blends 4,532 - 1,659 2,873 
Oil 2,642 - 992 1,650 
Other 2,718 812 465 3,065 
Total 27,434 47,598 22,696 52,336 
Source: ERREC 


