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KEY MESSAGES 

• Maize, wheat, rice and, and sorghum are important
staple foods in East Africa. In Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda, domestic maize production 
contributes over 50 percent of national grain supply. 
Maize contributes relatively less in Ethiopia, Somalia, 
and South Sudan, ranging from nine to 29 percent 
(Annex 1). 

• This report summarizes the supply and market
outlook for maize in Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi for 
the 2020/21 marketing year (MY), spanning July 2020
to June 2021 (for Ethiopia the MY is October 2020 to
September 2021). This includes two main harvests:
2020 May-to-August harvest and 2020/2021 October-
to-February. While the May-to-August harvest
estimates are more reliable, the October-to-February
harvests are estimates and may be updated as new
data become available.

• Preliminary estimates suggest that 2020/21
production in surplus Tanzania and Uganda was
higher than 2019/20 and five-year average levels
(Figure 1). Ethiopia’s production is estimated as
similar to 2019/20 and thirteen percent above five-
year average levels. Ethiopia’s production is estimated 
at 15 and eight percent below last year and recent
five-year average levels. Harvests in import-
dependent Kenya was 31 and 24 percent higher than
last year and recent five-year average levels because
of good performance of the May-to-October rains.
Production in Burundi and Rwanda was above
average.

• After accounting for domestic opening stocks, production and requirements, the region will have above average
aggregate surpluses. only Tanzania is expected to have above-average exportable maize surplus (Figure 2), while Uganda
and Ethiopia will have below average surplus. Aggregate regional exportable surpluses will be 32 percent below average.
Kenya, South Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, and Somalia will have minor deficits. Although the regional maize market is
expected to be robust, prices will remain high because of worsening economic conditions in some countries and delayed
and higher trade costs because of COVID-19 screenings. Market-based response activities involving maize and substitutes 
should consider this report’s projected market and trade dynamics.

Figure 1. Regional Maize Production estimates (000s MT) 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 
multi-agency assessment 

Figure 2. Regional Maize Balance (000s MT) 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 
multi-agency assessments 

FEWS NET monitors trends in staple food supply and price trends in countries at risk of food insecurity. The Regional Supply and Market Outlook report 
provides a summary of regional staple food availability, surpluses and deficits during the current marketing year, projected price behavior, implications 
for local and regional commodity procurement, and essential market monitoring indicators. FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, 
national ministries of agriculture, national market information systems, regional organizations, and others for their assistance in providing the harvest 
estimates, commodity balance sheets, as well as trade and price data used in this report. 

mailto:Fewsnetmt@fews.net
http://www.fews.net/
http://fews.net/east-africa/tanzania/market-fundamentals/august-20-2018
https://www.fews.net/east-africa/uganda/market-fundamentals/january-2017
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CURRENT MARKET TRENDS 

Aggregate cereal production 

• The agro-climatology context in East Africa has varied
considerably in 2020. According to FEWS NET’s
Seasonal Monitor for October 10, 2020, the June to
September 2020 seasonal rains over the northern and
western sector of the region were above generally
average. Flooding at the peak of the rainfall season led 
to significant crop damage in riverine areas in Sudan,
South Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, and Kenya.
The June-to-September 2020 seasonal rains ranged
from five to more than 45 percent above average in
Ethiopia, Sudan, eastern South Sudan, Uganda, and
western Kenya (Figure 1). Rainfall was historically high
in parts of southwestern Ethiopia and western Kenya,
reaching 150-200 percent of the long-term average.

• Despite the flooding, the seasonal rains were generally 
beneficial for crop production. Grain production in the 
region including maize, barley, wheat, millet, sorghum
and teff is estimated to be around 70,427 MT, seven
percent above recent five-year average. However, the
heavy rainfall resulted in significant crop losses in
several riverine areas, including along the Awash River 
in Ethiopia; the White and Blue Nile Rivers in South
Sudan and Sudan; and the Juba and Shabelle Rivers in
Somalia.

Maize production and trade 

• Domestic maize production plays an important role in
maize supply in East Africa (Figure 4). Its main
substitutes include wheat, sorghum, millet and rice, as 
well as teff in Ethiopia. East Africa, as a region,
produces a one million MT tradeable surplus on
average (Figure 2). Maize imports from international
markets are rare, but do take place, especially when
there are bans or restrictions on inter-regional trade
or when production is uncertain or well below average 
in the surplus producing countries of Tanzania and
Uganda.

• 21,767,000 MT, which is similar to last year and recent 
five-year average level. In the third quarter of 2020 
(July-to-September), around 140,000 MT of maize
grain was traded in the region. This amount was 130 percent higher than in the last quarter (April-to-June), and similar
to the third quarter of 2019. The increased volumes from were typical for the third quarter as maize harvested in the
source countries mainly Uganda and Tanzania between May and August is exported to deficit countries mostly Kenya
and South Sudan when prices are high before the main harvest between October and December.

• Still the volumes traded during the third quarter of 2020 were 29 percent lower than the recent five-year average levels.
This was partially attributed to delayed effects of COVID-19 measures to control infections enacted in the first quarter.
This included significant reduction of informal cross border trade with the closure of borders to all but formal trade, and
the screening of truck drivers that delayed and increased the costs of transport. Uganda and Tanzania accounted for 72
and 27 percent of the total regional exports respectively.

Figure 3. CHIRPS preliminary rainfall accumulation as a percent of 
normal compared to the 1981-2010 average, June 1- September 
30, 2020 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on CHIRPS data 

Figure 4. Maize production to aggregate domestic grain supply in 
East Africa 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and
multi-agency assessments

https://fews.net/east-africa/seasonal-monitor/october-10-2020
https://fews.net/east-africa/seasonal-monitor/october-10-2020
https://fews.net/east-africa/cross-border-trade-report/october-2020
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• Around 72 and 24 percent of the exports were
destined for Kenya and South Sudan respectively.
Exports from Uganda to South Sudan were 118
percent above five-year average for the third quarter
because of relative calm and improving market
functionality following ongoing implementation of the
peace agreement.

• Third quarter 2020 Ugandan exports to Kenya were
147 percent above the five-year average levels as
traders tried to capitalize on the prevailing high prices
and ahead of anticipated relatively lower future prices
as result of the expected above average October-to-
December harvest in Kenya.

Maize prices 

• Staple food commodity prices in East Africa continued
to exhibit mixed trends due to varied harvesting
periods. Maize prices declined in some markets in
Tanzania and Uganda due to increasing supplies from
the May-to-August harvest. However, the prices
remained stable across some markets in Uganda and
Tanzania; Burundi, Somalia and Kenya because of
ample supplies from the same harvest; and in Ethiopia
due to imminent start of the October-to-January
harvest (Figure 5). Poor economic conditions
heightened the prices in Sudan, South Sudan, Burundi
and Ethiopia.

• In South Sudan, the political situation remained calm,
and trade flows and market supply remained 
uninterrupted across many routes. Markets continued to function in State capitals due to ongoing implementation of the 
peace agreement. Prices increased seasonably across most markets and in some markets atypically faster, as supplies 
tightened at the peak of the June-to-September lean period when most households depend on the markets for supplies 
and road conditions are in a poor state because of the rains. The prices remained heightened by persistent currency 
depreciation, high import inflation, and localized armed confrontation in parts of Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Lakes and 
West Equatoria States that disrupted trades. Prices declined seasonably in some areas of Aweil because of local harvest 
and food aid distributions. 

Figure 5. September 2020 maize prices compared to the 5-year 
average and projected 2020/21 production  

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 
multi-agency assessments 
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PROJECTED MARKET TRENDS FOR 2019/20 

Domestic and Regional Supply 

• The estimated amount of exportable maize in surplus-
producing Tanzania, Uganda and Ethiopia is 1,400,000 
metric tons (MT) between July 2020 and June 2021.
This is 30 and 32 percent lower than last year (July
2019 to June 2020) and recent five-year average levels
While supply was above average across many
countries in the region, it was below average in
Uganda which accounts for 14 percent of the
production but 31 percent of the tradable surplus
because of reduced carryover stocks from the
previous year’s below average harvest. Also,
production was lower in Ethiopia has mentioned
earlier because of excessive rainfall, flooding,
inaccessibility to farm inputs due to COVID-19
restrictive measures, politically related insecurity and
inter-communal clashes. Tanzania and Ethiopia
account for 37 and 32 percent of the tradable maize,
respectively. Tanzania and Ethiopia account for 37
and 32 percent of the tradable maize, respectively.
(Figure 6).

• The estimated aggregate import gap for the
structurally maize deficit producing countries of
Kenya, South Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, and Somalia is
estimated at 293,000 MT for the July 2020 to June
2021 marketing year; well below the import gaps
estimated for last year and recent five-year average.
The deficit is expected to be filled by imports mostly
from Uganda followed by Tanzania because of
proximity to the main markets in the deficit countries
of Kenya and South Sudan, and higher market
integration. Northern Kenya is expected to get
supplies from Ethiopia. Hence the net regional surplus 
is expected to be 1.8 million MT, which is 47 and 17
percent higher than 2019/20 and recent five-year
average levels.

• Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Uganda are expected to
remain the main source for maize in the East Africa
region because of availability of tradeable stocks at
lower prices. (Figure 5 and Figure 7). There is no
foreseeable ban by the government of Tanzania on
formal exports as prices were significantly low in 2019
and early 2020 affecting farm incomes and
production; and the government wants to increase
farm income.

• Improved maize supplies are expected to support
prices around or below 2019 levels in structurally
deficit countries of Kenya, Somalia, Rwanda and
Burundi that will continue to pull imports from surplus 
producing countries of Tanzania, Uganda and Ethiopia. Prices in the surplus producing countries of Uganda and Tanzania 
are expected to be near of lower than last year because of increased domestic and neighboring countries. Persistent 

Figure 6. Projected 2020/2021 maize self-sufficiency and supply 
levels compared to average  

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 
multi-agency assessments 

Figure 7. Percentage difference between projected 2020/21 prices 
and 2019/20 and 5-year average levels for maize grain in selected 
markets in East Africa 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 
multi-agency assessments 

Note: This chart presents the projected percentage difference between 
2020/21 prices relative to their 2019/20- and 5-year average levels. For 

example, the 2020/21 prices in Sudan are projected to be approximately 
136 percent above the five-year average, and approximately 64 percent 

above 2019/20 
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currency depreciation and high inflation are expected to further underpin higher prices in Ethiopia, South Sudan and 
Burundi. 

• Seasonal decline in prices between October and March are expected across most markets in the region. However, the
decrease in prices will likely be narrow and brief because of tight maize supplies in Somalia, and or worsening economic
situation in South Sudan and Ethiopia, in addition to COVID-19 related delays due to screening of truck drivers.

Price Trends 

• Maize prices in Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Uganda are expected to trend seasonably but will remain lower than 2019 and
recent five-year average levels because increased domestic and regional supplies. Prices will likely be higher than last
year and recent five-year average levels in Ethiopia because of high inflation (Figures 8).

• Maize prices in Kenya, Rwanda and Burundi are also expected to trend seasonally and similar to last year but will remain
slightly above recent five-year average levels. Although prices in Somalia are expected to follow similar trends, prices
reflect tight maize supplies because the prices have been lower than the recent five-year average levels and recently
moved higher (Figure 9).

• The poor economic condition in South Sudan is expected to endure through June 2021. Loans to address the situation
and efforts being made to generate non-oil revenues will not be immediately noticeable. Maize and sorghum prices are
projected to follow seasonal trends but remain significantly higher than the recent five-year average level because of
unrelenting currency depreciation and high inflation, coupled with armed confrontations and insecurity along some trade 
routes in Western Equatoria, Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Unity States. In addition, flooding in Jonglei State will
likely result in increased demand, exerting upward pressure on local market prices.

Figure 8. Maize price projections in structurally surplus areas October 2019 - September 2020 

Jimma (Ethiopia) ETB/kg Mbeya (Tanzania) TZS/kg 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from ETBC Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from RATIN 

Masindi (Uganda) UGX/kg 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from Farmgain 
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Figure 9. Maize price projections in structurally-deficit areas October 2019 –September 2020 

Qoryoley (Somalia) SOS/kg Juba (South Sudan) SSP/kg 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from FSNAU Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from WFP 

Eldoret (Kenya) KES/kg Bujumbura (Burundi) BIF/kg 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from Ministry of Agriculture Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from RATIN 

Kigali (Rwanda) RWF/kg 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from Ministry of Agriculture 
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EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
Based on the estimated available supplies in the region and expected regional market trends, most of the region is expected 
to experience high prices over the 2019/20 outlook period. There are some events that could exacerbate this situation or 
could potentially change this outlook. 

Area Event Impact on market outcomes 

Sudan and Ethiopia Further devaluation or 
Floating of local 
currency 

Would increase domestic prices of maize, reducing internal demand but 
reduce export parity prices boosting regional exports. 

South Sudan Reduced/heightened 
level of conflict  

Enhance domestic and regional trade, increasing supplies and exerting 
downward pressure on prices. If the conflict level increases, domestic 
and regional trade will likely be disrupted exerting upward pressure on 
prices 

Somalia, South 
Sudan, and parts of 
Ethiopia 

Reduced food aid 
distributions 

Would result in higher prices reducing market access by some 
households, not only for maize but also its substitutes including 
sorghum, millet and wheat. 

Tanzania Tacit denial of export 
permits 

Will likely moderate domestic price increase but strengthen calls for 
international imports in Kenya, moderating price elevation. Exert 
upward pressure on prices in Burundi and Rwanda 

Uganda and 
Rwanda 

Opening of closed 
borders 

Will increase inflows of maize from Uganda into Rwanda, moderating 
price increase in Rwanda, but increasing prices in Uganda due to 
expansion of regional demand to Rwanda from Kenya and South Sudan. 
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MARKET MONITORING INDICATORS FOR 2020/21 MARKETING YEAR 
There are several key indicators that are recommended for ongoing monitoring that may affect the evolution of markets. 

Indicator Justification 
Inflation Reduces purchasing power, reducing market demand, and mitigating price increase especially 

in South Sudan, Burundi, and Ethiopia. 

Livestock prices and 
quantities 

As the main source of income, the level of livestock prices and quantity sold would determine 
a household’s ability to buy enough maize grain and flours in the market especially in Somalia, 
pastoral areas of Kenya, Ethiopia and South Sudan. 

Staple maize grain and 
flour prices  

Accessibility by households to adequate staple foods depends on their market prices and 
volatility. Stable and relatively low prices make decision making by households more certain 
and increases the ability of most households to purchase enough across all countries. 

Food Aid distribution Relief grain and flour sales into the market has some significant localized impact on the prices 
of maize across all countries. 

Level of civil strife and 
inter-communal conflict 

Further escalation of civil conflict and or inter-communal clashes would likely disrupt supplies 
from source to consumption markets increasing local prices particularly in South Sudan and 
Somalia. 

Cross Border Trade 
Policies 

Uganda, South Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somalia usually do not control staple food imports and 
exports. However, Tanzania occasionally controls exports. This is likely to result in reduced 
domestic prices but high demand and prices in destination markets in parts of Kenya, Rwanda 
and Burundi. 

Government wheat 
subsidies 

Although the government of Ethiopia is gradually but consistently moving away from expensive 
domestic targeted wheat subsidies, in areas where they are applied, the local prices wheat and 
substitute prices are likely to remain stable. 

Peace Agreement in 
South Sudan 

Implementation of the Peace Agreement in Sudan will likely re-energize the current improving 
economic condition, business and trade environment, forthcoming production, resulting in 
downward pressure on prices. Continued delay in the implementation of the agreement will 
likely prolong the current situation in which goodwill of all stakeholders is slightly improving 
the above parameters but uncertainty would increase risks to trade, costs of which will be 
passed to consumers sustaining elevated prices.  
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Annex I. East Africa Maize Balance Sheets and 2020/21 Projections by Country (MT) 1

1 Data for the 2019/20 marketing year (MY 2019/20) are FEWS NET estimates as of October 23rd, 2019; ► denotes less than or equal to 10 percent change; 
▲denotes greater than 10 percent increase; ▼denotes greater than 10 percent decrease.

Country Item 2019/2020 2020/2021 

5-year
Average

(2015/16-
2019/20)

% 
change 

over one 
year 

% 
change 
over 5-

year 
average 

Change one 
year 

Change 
5-year

average

Burundi Opening Stocks 0 1 0 3926% 5200% ▲ ▲ 
Burundi Production 156 162 143 4% 13% ► ▲
Burundi Domestic Supply 156 163 143 4% 14% ► ▲
Burundi Other Uses 12 12 11 4% 13% ► ▲
Burundi Consumption 159 165 149 4% 11% ► ▲
Burundi Domestic Demand 170 177 160 4% 11% ► ▲
Burundi Domestic Balance -14 -15 -16 2% -11% ► ▼
Burundi Self-Sufficiency 92% 92% 90% 0% 2% ► ►
Ethiopia Opening Stocks 852 899 887 5% 1% ▲ ►
Ethiopia Production 8,854 7,526 8,212 -15% -8% ▼ ▼
Ethiopia Domestic Supply 9,706 8,425 9,099 -13% -7% ▼ ▼
Ethiopia Other Uses 996 1,046 924 5% 13% ▲ ▲
Ethiopia Consumption 7,812 8,232 7,283 5% 13% ▲ ▲
Ethiopia Domestic Demand 8,808 9,278 8,206 5% 13% ▲ ▲
Ethiopia Domestic Balance 899 -853 893 -195% -195% ▼ ▼
Ethiopia Self-Sufficiency 110% 91% 111% -18% -18% ▼ ▼
Kenya Opening Stocks 324 104 218 -68% -52% ▼ ▼ 
Kenya Production 3,060 4,020 3,229 31% 24% ▲ ▲ 
Kenya Domestic Supply 3,384 4,124 3,447 22% 20% ▲ ▲ 
Kenya Other Uses 428 563 452 31% 24% ▲ ▲ 
Kenya Consumption 3,522 3,678 3,340 4% 10% ► ▲
Kenya Domestic Demand 3,950 4,241 3,792 7% 12% ▲ ▲
Kenya Domestic Balance -566 -117 -344 -79% -66% ▼ ▼
Kenya Self-Sufficiency 86% 97% 91% 14% 7% ▲ ▲
Rwanda Opening Stocks 4 27 1 634% 3449% ▲ ▲ 
Rwanda Production 595 604 559 1% 8% ► ▲
Rwanda Domestic Supply 599 631 560 5% 13% ▲ ▲ 
Rwanda Other Uses 83 85 78 1% 8% ► ▲
Rwanda Consumption 578 592 550 2% 8% ► ▲
Rwanda Domestic Demand 662 677 628 2% 8% ► ▲
Rwanda Domestic Balance -63 -46 -68 -27% -33% ▼ ▼
Rwanda Self-Sufficiency 91% 93% 89% 3% 5% ► ►

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and multi-agency assessments. 
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Country Item 2019/2020 2020/2021 

5-year
Average

(2015/16-
2019/20)

% 
change 

over one 
year 

% 
change 
over 5-

year 
average 

Change 
one year 

Change 
5-year

average
Somalia Opening Stocks 0 0 0 2318% 738% ▲ ▲ 
Somalia Production 55 78 103 42% -24% ▲ ▼
Somalia Domestic Supply 55 78 103 42% -24% ▲ ▼
Somalia Other Uses 2 4 5 61% -23% ▲ ▼
Somalia Consumption 82 110 107 34% 2% ▲ ►
Somalia Domestic Demand 84 114 113 35% 1% ▲ ►
Somalia Domestic Balance -29 -36 -9 23% 279% ▲ ▲
Somalia Self-Sufficiency 65% 68% 92% 5% -25% ► ▼
South Sudan Opening Stocks 0 0 0 -99% -94% ▼ ▼ 
South Sudan Production 247 260 249 5% 4% ▲ ►
South Sudan Domestic Supply 248 260 249 5% 4% ► ► 
South Sudan Other Uses 12 13 12 5% 4% ▲ ►
South Sudan Consumption 313 327 317 4% 3% ► ► 
South Sudan Domestic Demand 326 340 329 4% 3% ► ► 
South Sudan Domestic Balance -78 -80 -80 2% 0% ► ► 
South Sudan Self-Sufficiency 76% 76% 76% 1% 1% ► ► 
Tanzania Opening Stocks 503 268 394 -47% -32% ▼ ▼ 
Tanzania Production 5,818 6,319 5,619 9% 12% ▲ ▲ 
Tanzania Domestic Supply 6,321 6,587 6,013 4% 10% ► ▲
Tanzania Other Uses 814 885 787 9% 12% ▲ ▲
Tanzania Consumption 4,808 4,981 4,589 4% 9% ► ▲
Tanzania Domestic Demand 5,623 5,866 5,376 4% 9% ► ▲
Tanzania Domestic Balance 698 721 637 3% 13% ► ▲
Tanzania Self-Sufficiency 112% 112% 112% 0% 0% ► ►
Uganda Opening Stocks 290 106 232 -63% -54% ▼ ▼ 
Uganda Production 2,424 2,793 2,611 15% 7% ▲ ▲ 
Uganda Domestic Supply 2,714 2,899 2,843 7% 2% ▲ ►
Uganda Other Uses 339 391 366 15% 7% ▲ ▲
Uganda Consumption 2,009 2,088 1,982 4% 5% ► ▲
Uganda Domestic Demand 2,348 2,479 2,347 6% 6% ▲ ▲
Uganda Domestic Balance 366 420 496 15% -15% ▲ ▼
Uganda Self-Sufficiency 116% 117% 121% 1% -3% ► ►
Regional Opening Stocks 1,974 1,405 1,732 -29% -19% ▼ ▼ 
Regional Production 21,208 21,761 20,726 3% 5% ► ► 
Regional Supply 23,182 23,166 22,458 0% 3% ► ► 
Regional Other Uses  2,689 2,799 2,635 4% 6% ► ▲
Regional Consumption 19,284 19,283 19,493 0% -1% ► ►
Regional Demand 21,973 22,082 22,128 0% 0% ► ►
Regional Balance 1,209 1,085 330 -10% 229% ▼ ▲
Regional Self-Sufficiency 106% 105% 101% -1% 3% ► ►

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and multi-agency assessments 
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Annex 2. East Africa Other Grains Balance Sheets and 2020/21 Projections by Country (MT)3 

Country Commodity 
Average 
Balance 

Average 
Production 

Average 
Consumption 

Average % contribution to 
total grain consumption 

Burundi Maize Grain (16) 143 149 81% 

Millet - 11 11 6% 

Sorghum 50 25 25 14% 

Total Grain 34 179 185 

Ethiopia Barley 162 2,121 2,033 9% 

Maize Grain 1,914 6,222 5,761 24% 

Millet - 1,026 1,019 4% 

Rice, Milled 137 90 542 2% 

Teff (38) 5,127 5,165 22% 

Wheat (893) 4,624 5,870 25% 

Sorghum 671 4,006 3,215 14% 

Total Grain 1,952 23,216 23,604 

Kenya Barley 3 64 61 1% 

Maize Grain (344) 3,229 3,340 53% 

Millet - 77 77 1% 

Rice, Milled (556) 71 736 12% 

Wheat (1,698) 247 1,945 31% 

Sorghum (38) 152 192 3% 

Total Grain (2,633) 3,841 6,351 

Rwanda Maize Grain (68) 559 550 59% 

Millet - 4 4 0% 

Rice, Milled - - - 0% 

Wheat (119) 79 211 23% 

Sorghum (16) 148 164 18% 

Total Grain (202) 790 929 

Somalia Maize Grain (11) 103 107 9% 

Rice, Milled (406) 1 407 35% 

Wheat (474) - 474 40% 

Sorghum (65) 121 182 16% 

Total Grain (956) 226 1,171 

South Sudan Maize Grain (80) 249 317 29% 

Millet - 6 6 1% 

Sorghum (265) 803 758 70% 

Total Grain (345) 1,058 1,080 

Sudan Millet - 1,178 1,178 16% 

Rice, Milled - - - 0% 

Sorghum (2,072) 591 2,880 39% 

Wheat 745 4,383 3,360 45% 

Total Grain (1,326) 9,549 7,418 
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Tanzania Maize Grain 637 5,619 4,589 51% 

Millet - 332 332 4% 

Rice, Milled (212) 2,074 2,286 26% 

Wheat (837) 94 1,041 12% 

Sorghum 65 767 695 8% 

Total Grain (348) 8,886 8,943 

Uganda Maize Grain 496 2,611 1,982 65% 

Millet - 234 234 8% 

Rice, Milled (81) 160 241 8% 

Wheat (360) 22 411 14% 

Sorghum 173 338 175 6% 

Total Grain 228 3,365 3,043 

Source: FEWS NET, USDA and Observatory of Economic Complexity 

2 Other grains include maize millet and wheat for Ethiopia and Uganda, maize and wheat for Somalia, millet and wheat for Sudan, and maize and millet for 
South Sudan. Figures based on data from USDA. 

3 Data for the 2019/20 marketing year (MY 2019/20) are FEWS NET estimates as of October 23rd, 2019; ► denotes less than or equal to 5 percent change; 
▲denotes greater than 5 percent increase; ▼denotes greater than 5 percent decrease.
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Annex 3. Global Cereal Supplies 

Global commodity markets remain well supplied with 
maize, rice, and wheat (Figure 10). 2020/21 global cereal 
supplies are projected to remain above average owing to 
year-on-year production gains for maize and wheat. Global 
cereal trade is forecast to increase in 2020/21 while the 
prospect for utilization remains uncertain. Global maize, 
rice and wheat stock levels are projected to recover in 
2020/21 (USDA and IGC). Stock-to-use ratios are expected 
to remain above five-year average levels for rice and wheat 
and below five-year average levels for maize.   

Global cereal price trends were mixed during the first half 
of 2020; rice prices increased steadily; maize prices 
decreased while wheat prices showed more variability 
(Figure 11). Over the coming months, global cereal price 
trends will likely be influenced by the depth of the 2020 
global recession, the length of subsequent recovery period 
and the extent to which the April 2020 OPEC+ production 
cut agreement succeeds in stabilizing global oil markets. 
Global cereal prices are projected to increase moderately 
in 2021 (World Bank).    

Key risks for the global cereal market include uncertainties 
surrounding the likely severity and duration of the COVID-
19 pandemic and its resulting impact on the global 
economy, domestic support and trade policy related risks, 
weaker oil and metals prices, currency depreciation and 
inflation in Emerging and Developing Economies (EMDEs), 
along with potential weather-related shocks for major 
cereal exporters. 

ENSO-neutral conditions are favored in the Northern 
Hemisphere for summer 2020 (60 percent chance), while 
roughly equal chances (40 – 50 percent chance) of La Niña 
or ENSO-neutral conditions are favored during fall and 
winter 2020/2021 (NOAA). The impact of this forecast will 
vary geographically (Figure 12).   

FEWS NET will continue to monitor the global cereal 
market in the coming months as 2020/21 global 
commodity supply estimates are updated by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), International Grains 
Council (IGC), the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), and the Agricultural Market 
Information System (AMIS). 

Figure 10. Global Market Indicators, 2020/21 Compared to 
2015/16 - 2019/20 Average 

Source: FEWS NET calculations based on USDA’s June 2020 data 

Figure 11. Global Commodity Prices (USD/MT) 2014-2020 

Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World 
Bank, 2020 

Figure 12. Typical Global La Niña Impacts, June - May 

Source: FEWS NET 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/circulars/grain.pdf
https://www.igc.int/en/gmr_summary.aspx
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/633541587395091108/CMO-April-2020-Forecasts.pdf
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.pdf
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