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Current estimated food security conditions

For an analysis of food security in Mali, see the back page.

July to September 2009

GUATEMALA: The primera harvest failed this year in eastern
parts of the dry corridor. Although the impact on national food
supply is negligible, approximately 60,000 families in these areas
will require food assistance until the postrera harvest in Novem‐
ber. Irregular rains due to El Niño may also lead to a weak postrera
harvest, further threatening the food security of the poorest
households until August/September 2010, if aid is not provided.
The government has declared a state of emergency to secure in‐
ternational assistance for these and other affected areas.
KENYA: The ALRMP’s nutrition surveillance reports show a sig‐
nificant deterioration of nutritional status in pastoral districts and
marginal agricultural areas. In some areas, the proportion of chil‐
dren at risk of malnutrition (MUAC<135mm) were as much as 100
percent above normal in August. A pellagra (niacin deficiency) out‐
break has also been reported in the southeast. Standard nutrition
surveys report GAM rates (WHZ <‐2SD) between 20‐28 percent in
pastoral districts in August. These are above seasonal averages in
some areas. Conditions may improve in pastoral districts in De‐
cember with improved milk yields and in marginal agricultural ar‐
eas in February 2010 with the main harvest.
SOUTH SUDAN: The food insecure population is estimated at
1.3 million, 20 percent above initial projections, due to escalating
conflict and food shortages associated with delayed harvests.
Though favorable rainfall due to El Niño from September to De‐
cember may improve opportunities for off‐season and recessional
production, particularly in the Upper Nile/Jonglei states of the
Eastern Flood Plains, persistent, resource‐based conflict in these
areas and December‐April water and pasture shortages are likely
to limit investment. Food security is expected to improve with the
harvests, though it is likely to be below average until August 2010.
WEST AFRICA: Recent rains in the Sahel were beneficial for late
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‐planted crops and improved traders' confidence in the outcome
of the harvest. This, combined with the arrival of early harvests on
the markets, bolstered market supplies and stabilized prices. How‐
ever, some forecasts indicate that rains may not perform well in
early October as required to ensure average harvests and pasture
development. Instead, localized cereal and pasture deficits in Ni‐
ger, Chad, northeastern Niger, and eastern Mali, are likely to in‐
crease food insecurity as of March 2010 if civil insecurity continues
to constrain pastoralists’ normal movement and coping strategies.
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After a late start, season may end early in pastoral areas of northeastern Mali
Winter pasture regeneration was delayed this year in pastoral ar‐
eas of Timbuktu and Gao in Mali because rains arrived in mid‐
August/September instead of June/July. Unusual livestock deaths
and crop failures, particularly of rain‐fed millet and fonio, have
been reported by government services in Bourem, Ansongo, and
Menaka in Gao and Gourma‐Rharous in Timbuktu. Furthermore,
inter‐ethnic conflict in Tessit (Ansongo Cercle) and across the bor‐
der in Niger prompted unusual population movement into Bourra
(Ansongo) and Menaka cercles, exacerbating civil insecurity and
pressure on natural resources. Rainfall from mid‐August to mid‐
September, the subsidized sale of cereals by the government, and
the distribution of relief animal feed by government and Oxfam
have contributed to a significant improvement in conditions for
pastoralists in these areas, except in Menaka and Gourma Rharous
(Figure 1). On the other hand, a shortened rainy season and the
high concentration of animals around water points may contribute
to early degradation of rangelands, forcing pastoralists to turn to
purchased animal feed or to move as early as January, before their
animals regain optimum weight, rather than February or March in
a normal year. Current assistance mechanisms have kept food in‐
security to moderate levels among pastoralists, who may become
highly food insecure during the pastoralist hunger season from
April to July 2010.
The livelihood zones most affected by the late start of season live
in the middle and lower reaches of Timbuktu and Gao and depend
predominantly on transhumant pastoralism with the addition of
rain‐fed millet cultivation further south. An analysis of the water
requirements satisfaction index compared to the 1996‐2008 me‐
dian shows that conditions for millet in southern Ansongo, for ex‐
ample, are approaching 50 percent below normal. Satellite‐derived
images of the normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) cor‐
roborate this analysis, showing poor development until late August
(Figure 1). The cumulative rainfall from mid‐August to mid‐
September has already improved pasture conditions in Timbuktu
and Gao from their mid‐July lows, and only in Menaka do condi‐
tions remain significantly below average.
Millet/goat terms of trade continued to decline unseasonably in
August as compared to July throughout the affected areas, falling
further below the five‐year average. In Menaka, for example, mil‐
let/goat terms of trade fell 20 percent between July and August
from 57 kg/goat to 46 kg/goat, which is less than 60 percent of
average for this time of year. Prices of livestock continued to fall
slightly, except in Gao, but the poor terms of trade are due largely
to increasing prices of millet. The volume of livestock on the mar‐
kets was stable or falling, attributable to the rains that limited ac‐
cess to markets by traders and pastoralists who moved further
away from markets in search of greener pastures. Information to‐
date indicates that these trends are expected to slow or to reverse
in the month of September.

Figure 1. Plot of MODIS SPOT Normalized Difference Vegetation Index for Menaka region as of September 13, 2009 (red)
compared to 2003-08 mean (green).

Source: USDA Crop Explorer
The current short‐term forecast for the first two weeks of Octo‐
ber calls for little to no rainfall in the area, raising concerns that
the season may have ended prematurely in mid‐September. If
rainfall does not continue in early October, pasture production
will not achieve average conditions in Menaka or will dry sooner
than normal in many areas of Timbuktu and Gao. In the mid‐term
outlook, animal body conditions and food security among pastor‐
alists are expected to improve temporarily as a result of the Au‐
gust/September rains over the next three to four months. Levels
of rivers and watering holes are expected to be normal to above‐
normal, given recent flooding both locally and in the upper and
middle Niger basin. Unfortunately, constraints on pasture devel‐
opment due to the delay in pasture regeneration and the pres‐
sure on pasture resources due to extended periods of high con‐
centrations of animals could result in degrading pastoral condi‐
tions as early as January, rather than February or March as in a
normal year. This means pastoralists are likely to turn to pur‐
chased animal feed early or to start their annual migration south‐
ward before their livestock reach normal weight. Civil insecurity
in northern Mali, the Tuareg rebellion in Niger, and farmer‐
rancher resource‐based conflicts in these areas will also continue
to constrain normal livestock movement and households’ ability
to cope with these conditions, particularly in Menaka.
The Early Warning System (SAP) and its partners are conducting a
food security assessment in these zones, with results expected in
mid‐October. FEWS NET will continue to monitor pasture condi‐
tions, volume of livestock sales and prices of staples and livestock
on primary reference markets, interventions, and food security
outcomes in the region.
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