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EAST AFRICA: Rain Watch November 7, 2012 
 

More floods are expected in the East Africa Region as the October to December rains continue.  
 

 

The slowing of the trend towards El Niño conditions in September 
and October with near-neutral conditions in some areas of the 
Pacific Ocean, such as the Niño 3.4 area only being 0.2

 
degrees 

Celsius (C) above average in October has raised concerns about 
the performance of the October to December short rains in East 
Africa. However, the current weak to moderate Indian Ocean 
Dipole (IOD) may still lead to normal to above normal October to 
December rains across the receiving areas. 
 
Meanwhile, rains have intensified across much of the region. 
Localized flash floods in South Sudan, Kenya, and Somalia were 
reported due to the above average rains over the past two weeks. 
This marks widespread and near-normal onset of the October to 
December rains in the eastern sector of the region (Figure 1). The 
eastern sector of the region heavily relies on the short rains which 
often account for 40 to 60 percent of average, annual 
accumulated totals. The recent rains have been generally 
beneficial for the start of cropping activities in the eastern sector. 
Gradual improvements in rangeland conditions and water 
resources replenishment are also being reported. 
 
Tropical Cyclone Murjan hit the northern region of Bari in Somalia 
and parts of Somali Region of Ethiopia on October 24, 25, and 26 
with strong winds and heavy rainfall. The storm resulted in the loss 
of livestock and damage to homes and infrastructure in Bari 
Region. Similar damage was reported over parts of Somali region 
of Ethiopia. The storm also brought benefits to some of these 
places that in some places had been fairly dry over the past couple 
of seasons. In central and southeastern Kenya, following the heavy 
to very heavy rains the last week of September and early October, 
flooding was reported. 
  
Continued above normal rains during the maize harvest in the 
western sector of the region in Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan, and 
western Ethiopia raises concerns for potential crop damage, post-
harvest losses, and damage to stored crops, including the risk of 
aflatoxins. These risks are associated with the on-going torrential 
rains in some areas, poorly constructed crop storage facilities, and 
potential damage to local transport infrastructure.  
 
However, in the eastern sector of the region, conditions are still 
generally much drier than normal, especially in eastern Kenya, 
extreme southern Somalia (Gedo and Lower Juba Regions), and 
along the coastal strips of southern Somalia and Tanzania 

Figure 1.Rainfall anomaly in millimeters (mm), 

deviation from 1983-2011 mean: 1 October to 4 

November 2012 
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Figure 2.  The 10-day rainfall forecast, November 3 

to 12, 2012    
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following the well below average performance of the 2012 March to May long rains (Figure 3). This situation is expected to 
improve over the coming weeks with ongoing rain. 
 
The rainfall outlook through November 12

 
(Figure 2) is for sustained moderate to heavy rains across the northern and 

western sectors and parts of the eastern sector of the region. There is imminent flood risk in flood-prone areas of South 
Sudan, the Lake Victoria basin, Rwanda, Burundi, and parts of the central highlands of Kenya and surrounding areas in 
Kenya (Figure 3). 
 
Figure 3. eMODIS Normalized Difference Vegetation 

Index (NDVI) (a proxy for vegetation conditions) 

anomalies compared to the 2001-2010 mean: October 

21 to 31, 2012  

 

Figure 4. Flood risk as of 30 October, 2012 
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