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EAST AFRICA: Northern Sector Rain Watch July 24, 2012 
 

Seasonal rains well established in the northern sector after a poor start in some areas 
  

 

Despite the substantial rainfall deficits in the beginning of the 
season across the western and central highlands of Ethiopia, 
rainfall performance has gradually improved and the June to 
September seasonal rains are presently well established in 
Ethiopia, Sudan and South Sudan. Overall, rainfall in Sudan and 
South Sudan has been average to above-average but deficits 
remain in western Ethiopia (Figure 1). The rainfall forecast for 
July looks favorable for cropping areas of the northern sector of 
the region. 
 
The impact of these rains has been mixed, with better-than-
normal vegetation conditions across the Great Rift Valley of 
Kenya into South Sudan and some bordering areas of Ethiopia in 
response to the well-above-normal rainfall performance (Figure 
2). However, the poor start of the season has resulted in below 
average vegetation conditions in parts of central and western 
Ethiopia. In addition, the effects of the dismal performance of 
the March to May rains in the eastern sector of the region are 
still apparent (Figure 2), and conditions are expected to 
continue deteriorating during this dry and hot period before the 
onset of the October – December rains. For the June to 
September cropping areas of Kenya, Uganda, Sudan and South 
Sudan, crop conditions have remained favorable (near-normal) 
and relatively better than 2011.  In Ethiopia, due to the poor 
performance of the belg (February to May rains), which led to a 
very poor Belg season harvest this year, and significant deficits 
in the Kiremt rains at the beginning of the season in June, long-
cycle crops may have been replaced by lower yielding short-
cycle varieties. The short-cycle crops are performing well so far 
in surplus-producing areas. 
 
The rainfall outlook for the coming weeks depicts an increased 
likelihood for sustained heavy rains across the western and 
northern sector of the region (Figure 3). This could lead to 
flooding in the flood-prone regions of South Sudan and Sudan, 
potentially causing damage to crops and property. Meanwhile, 
rangeland and water resources in the eastern sector of the 
region are expected to worsen with the forecast for hotter-
than-normal surface temperatures across the entire eastern 
sector (Figure 4).  
 
El Niño conditions are gradually developing (+0.5

o
C) over the 

equatorial Pacific Ocean, showing increased chances for the 
establishment of weak to mild El Niño conditions in the coming 

Figure 1. Rainfall performance: June 1 to July 10, 2012                                               

  
 Source: NOAA CPC  

 
 

 

Figure 2. eMODIS/NDVI (Vegetation) Anomalies: July 

10, 2012 

 
 Source: USGS/NASA  
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months. This could lead to wetter-than-normal conditions for the October to December rains in the eastern sector of the 
region, including southern Somalia, south and southeastern parts of Ethiopia, and northeastern parts of Kenya. 
 
 
Figure 3.  Rainfall forecast through July 30, 2012 Figure 4. Surface temperature forecast: Aug. – Sept. 2012 

 

  
Source: NOAA Source: ECMWF 
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