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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch May 24, 2012 
 

Heavy rains and floods continue as the seasonal rains gradually shift northwards  
  

The northward progression of the seasonal rains has been 
gradual and relatively slower-than–normal, with most of the 
heavy to very heavy rains (over 100mm) and associated 
localized flooding confined to the western, central and parts of 
coastal regions of East Africa in the past 10 days.  The eastern 
sector has generally remained drier-than-normal as the season 
draws to an end, with significant rainfall deficits of between 50 - 
100mm (less than 50 percent of normal) across eastern Kenya 
and the neighboring regions of southern Somalia and 
northeastern Ethiopia.  
 
The impact of the dismal performance of the current seasonal 
rains in the eastern sector are evident on both crop 
performance (Figure 2) and vegetation conditions  (Figure 3), 
with no significant improvement in crop yield expected for the 
marginal agricultural zones of Kenya’s southeastern lowlands. 
For the key agricultural areas in the region including Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi, crop conditions have 
remained favorable and relatively better than 2011. There are 
new concerns of an undetermined maize disease emerging over 
Kenya’s Rift Valley; its impact on yield is yet to be assessed due 
to the current crop stage.  Meanwhile, pastoral conditions are 
expected to improve slightly but remain far below normal.  The 
dry season is expected to start soon and continue into early 
October, when the short-rains season begins.  
 
The rainfall outlook for the coming week (Figure 4) depicts an 
increased likelihood for sustained heavy rains across the 
western and northern sectors of the region. Coupled with the 
continued flooding and risk of further flooding, this implies the 
need for flood alerts around the flood-prone areas of the Lake 
Victoria basin and its environs and along the central Rift Valley 
in Kenya into Ethiopia. The coastal strip is still expected to 
experience very heavy rains, especially along northern Tanzania 
into Kenya. Southern and central Somalia regions are also under 
flood risk depending on the intensity of the rains over the eastern Ethiopian highlands and overall water management 
downstream.  
 
The current transition in rainfall season – from the long-rains (March-May) into June-September rainfall season – in the 
northern sector will require close monitoring in the coming month, as it has significant impact on food security conditions in 
Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, parts of Somalia and key agricultural areas of Kenya and Uganda. 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. ITCZ northward shift  as of May 10, 2012 
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Figure 2. Projected crop condition anomalies in 

comparison to 2011,  as of 30 April 2012 
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Figure 3. eMODIS/NDVI anomalies as of May 20, 2012 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Rainfall forecast, valid up to May 28, 2012 
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