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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch May 15, 2012 
 

Persistent heavy rains and floods cause extensive damage  
  

 

Persistent and well above-average rains across the region since 
early April have culminated in widespread floods, loss of lives, 
displaced people, and property damage, raising new concerns 
for crop losses in parts of the key agricultural areas in western 
and central Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and parts of 
southern Somalia (Figure 1). Other areas reporting localized 
floods include parts of northwestern and Lower Shabelle river 
basin of Somalia, lower Tana and Athi river basins of Kenya, and 
the northern coastal strip of Tanzania, predominantly agro-
pastoral and pastoral livelihood areas.  
 
Despite the damage caused in parts of the region, the late 
seasonal rains have largely been beneficial in terms of improved 
crop and rangeland conditions and water replenishment.  Crop 
condition anomalies projected through the end of the season, 
assuming an average continuation of rains in the western and 
central parts of the region, depict good crop production 
prospects in key agricultural areas (Figure 2).  
 
Nonetheless, major concerns remain in the eastern crop-
producing parts of the region, mainly Belg crop-producing parts 
of Ethiopia and marginal agricultural areas of Kenya. In the Belg 
cropping areas, planting was very late due to the late onset of 
the rains. Kiremt rains (June to September) are expected to 
begin on time in the same areas. Therefore, there will be 
insufficient time for Belg crops to mature and be harvested 
before the Kiremt rains begin. Thus, a near complete Belg 
failure is expected this year. In the marginal agricultural areas of 
southeastern lowlands of Kenya, sustained rainfall deficits have 
affected crop production. With rainfall expected to end on time 
this month, a near crop failure is also expected for this area.  
 
Pastoral areas in the eastern sector have generally benefitted 
from the on-going rains. Vegetation conditions have improved 
in recent weeks and are relatively better than at the same time 
last year (Figure 3). The coastal strip of East Africa and southern 
Somalia are likely to realize more rains in the coming weeks, as 
their rainfall season peaks in May into June, which will help 
ease rainfall deficits and improve agricultural conditions. 
 
Rains are expected to remain moderate to very heavy into next 
week (Figure 4), especially in the western, central and parts of 
the Somali region of Ethiopia and Somalia. The risk of floods 
remains high in flood-rone areas around the Lake Victoria basin, 

Figure 1. Flood Risk Map (BERM)  as of May 10, 2012 

                                                                      
                                                                 Source: NOAA CPC         
 

Figure 2. Projected crop condition anomalies at the 

end of season,  as of 30 April 2012 
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

 

Mt. Elgon on the Kenya/Uganda border, parts of central Kenya, eastern Somaliland region and downstream river Tana and 
Athi in Kenya and lower Shabelle river-basins in Somalia. 
 
 
Figure 3.  Comparison between 2012 and 2011 

Vegetation conditions 

 

Figure 4. Rainfall forecast, valid up to 16 May 2012 
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