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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch April 24, 2012 
 

Increased rainfall over parts of East Africa reduce seasonal deficits 
  

 

Rainfall performance has significantly improved in areas 
dependent on the March to June season following widespread, 
moderate to very heavy rains since early April in the East Africa 
region (Figure 1). The highest amounts of rainfall were received in 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, and western and central 
Kenya (Figure 1).  Localized floods are reported in areas where 
the rains have been excessive, including western Kenya and parts 
of the central Rift Valley. 
 
Although rainfall has gradually increased in the eastern sector of 
the region, there are still substantial seasonal deficits to date, and 
the rains are yet to be fully established in some areas (Figure 2). 
Parts of southern Somalia, the Belg crop-producing areas of 
SNNPR in Ethiopia, and eastern Kenya have received only 25 to 50 
percent of long-term average rainfall. Peak rainfall totals are 
typically experienced in April in these areas. However, in Belg 
cropping areas, sufficient time does not remain for crops to 
mature before Kiremt rains begin in June. A significant reduction 
in Belg crop production is therefore expected, although current 
rainfall is beneficial for land preparation and planting of long-
cycle Meher crops throughout the Meher crop-producing parts of 
the country. 
 
Vegetation conditions (Figure 3) are improving in response to the 
on-going rains, especially in the southern and western sector of 
region.  The situation is however, drier-than-normal in parts of 
the eastern sector of the region, including the Belg crop 
producing parts of southern Ethiopia and southern Somalia.  
 
Gradual improvement of vegetation and rangeland resources is 
expected in areas currently showing drier-than-normal 
conditions, owing to the recent widespread rains and the 
forecasted heavy to very heavy rainfall during the period 23 to 29 
April (Figure 5). The GFS forecast, however, does not show 
improved precipitation in eastern Kenya, which could lead to 
continued dryness.  In the flood-prone parts of the region, there 
is risk of continued flooding, especially around Lake Victoria and 
along the Rift Valley in both Kenya and Ethiopia (Figure 6).  
 
FEWS NET will continue to monitor the rains though the March to 
June season and provide updates on performance of the season 
and implications on food security, especially in areas that faced 
substantial rainfall deficits during the same season last year and 
are currently facing drier than usual conditions.    

Figure 1. Rainfall Estimate (mm): April 16 -  22, 2012    
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Figure 2.  Percent of Normal Precipitation:  

March1-April 21, 2012    
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Figure 3.  Vegetation Conditions: April 11 – 20, 2012 
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Figure 4.  Vegetation Anomaly: April 11-20, 2012  
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Figure 5. Basin Excess Rainfall Map 
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Figure 6.  GFS Forecast April 23-29 , 2012  
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