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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch June 14, 2012 
 

June to September rains begin in the northern and western sectors of the region 
The June to September seasonal rains are important in the northern 
sector of the Greater Horn of Africa, including Ethiopia, Sudan, South 
Sudan, parts of Somaliland, Djibouti, Eritrea and Uganda (Figure 1). 
These rains are now well established in the northern sector of the 
region, especially over Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan, and parts of 
Somaliland. The overall northward progression of the rain belt has 
been faster than normal for the past two weeks, signaling an early 
onset of the June to September rainfall in the northern sector. This also 
marks the timely cessation of the March to June rains for most parts of 
the eastern sector of the region. 
 
Overall performance of the March to June rains was mixed and 
characterized by a delayed onset.  In the western sector of the region, 
rains were abnormally heavy rains and caused widespread floods, while 
in parts of the eastern sector there were significant rainfall deficits, as 
forecast in February 2012. The overall impact of the March to June 
rains on vegetation conditions is now evident, with normal to far above 
normal vegetation conditions in the western sector, but drier-than-
normal conditions in parts of the eastern sector, with the exception of 
most parts of central and northern Somalia and southeastern Ethiopia 
(Figure 2). This will have an adverse impact on rangeland resources 
during the dry and hot season forecast by ECMWF for the coming 
months until the onset of the October to December rainfall season.  
 
The quality of the cropping season has remained favorable in the key 
cropping areas of Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, parts of northern 
Tanzania, and along the coastal strip of southern Somalia. However, the 
marginal cropping areas of Kenya’s southeastern lowlands and Belg 
cropping areas in Ethiopia are expected to have very poor harvests 
following poor rainfall performance in this region (Figures 3 and 4). 
 
The rainfall outlook for the coming week depicts an increased 
likelihood of sustained heavy rains across the western and northern 
sector of the region with some risk of further flooding (Figures 5 and 6). 
The seasonal rains are expected to intensify in the coming week for 
both the western and central Ethiopian highlands together with 
western Sudan and parts of South Sudan. The eastern sector of the 
region is expected to remain sunny and dry, apart from the East Africa 
coastal strip, south and northern Somalia. 
  
ENSO-neutral conditions are currently expected through September. 
However, the evolution of the Indian Ocean sea surface temperatures 
should be monitored closely for a possible transition toward El Niño conditions after August.   

 

Figure 1.  Percentage contribution of June to 

September rains to annual totals                                                                                                  
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Figure 2. Vegetation conditions,  June 1-10, 

2012                                                                 
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3.  Current Crop/Maize condition 

Anomalies at End of Season: 10 June 2012  

 

                    
                                                       Source: USGS/ FEWS NET 
    
  

 Figure 5. The 10-day rainfall forecast ending June 

19, 2012    

                              
                                              Source: NOAAA CPC/ FEWS NET                            
                                                                                                                                      

Figure 4.  Current  Belg crop/Maize grains conditions at 

the end of the season compared to 2011 
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 Figure 6. Flood risk areas,  June 10, 2012 
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