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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch June 6, 2012 
 

Key rains begin in the northern and western sectors of the region 
 
The movement of the inter-tropical convergence zone (ITCZ) toward 
the northern sector of the region marks the end of the February to 
May rains in several areas, including parts of Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Somalia. The rain belt is currently 
established in the northern sector, signaling the onset of June to 
September rainfall in western Meher areas of Ethiopia, Sudan, South 
Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti, and northern Somalia. The consensus 
Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forecast for June-September 
indicates that above-normal rains are likely for most of the western 
sector (Sudan, South Sudan, most of Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, and 
western Kenya) and the coastal strip of Somalia and Kenya (Figure 1). 
The June-September rains are particularly important in Sudan, South 
Sudan, western and northern Ethiopia, northern Uganda, coastal 
areas of Somalia and Kenya, as well as western Kenya.  
 
March to May rainfall was characterized by a late onset and mixed 
performance throughout the eastern sector of the region (Figure 2).  
Exceptionally heavy rains and substantial flooding in western areas 
contrasted sharply with large rainfall deficits in eastern areas, 
including the eastern half of Kenya, parts of southern Somalia, 
northeastern Ethiopia, and northwestern Uganda.  Impacts of heavy 
March-May rains are shown in normal to above-normal vegetation 
conditions in the western sector of the Horn (Figure 3). Resurgence 
of rainfall after a delayed start in key cropping areas of Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and parts of northern Tanzania and along 
the coastal strip of southern Somalia has improved prospects for a 
good crop harvest. However, substantial crop failure is anticipated in 
the marginal cropping lowlands of southeastern Kenya and the Belg 
areas of Ethiopia, following a late start and continued poor rains 
through the end of the season (Figure 4). 
 
The rainfall outlook for the week ending June 10 suggests that the 
western and northern sectors of the region are likely to experience 
continued rainfall and significant risk of continued flooding (Figure 
5). The key areas of concern include flood-prone areas of the Lake 
Victoria basin and the river basins of the Juba and Shabelle in 
Somalia and parts of Shabelle river basins of Somalia and Darfur, 
central and western parts of Sudan (Figure 6).  Continued seasonal 
dryness in the eastern sector is anticipated during the forecast 
period, with the exception of the Somalia coastal strip.  
 
ENSO-neutral conditions are currently expected through September. 
However, the evolution of the Indian Ocean sea surface 
temperatures should be monitored closely for a possible transition toward El Niño conditions after August.   

Figure 1. ICPAC Consensus Rainfall forecast 

June-September, 2012       
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Figure 2. Rainfall estimates compared to 10-year 

average for March 1-May 31, 2012    
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Figure 3. Crop conditions,  May 31, 2012        

                    
                                                       Source: USGS/ FEWS NET 
    
  

 Figure 4. The 10-day rainfall Forecast, ending 

June 12, 2012                                                                                                   
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Figure 4. Vegetation conditions,  May 21-31, 2012                                                                 
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 Figure 4. Flood risk areas,  May 31, 2012 
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