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Summary and Implications 

The March-May Diraa/Sougoum season was poor, with rainfall levels 20-80% of 
normal across most of the country.  As a result, the benefits to water, browse and 
pasture for pastoralists are dwindling with the advance of the current dry season, 
raising concern about the adequacy of these resources for livestock herds until the 
July-September Karan/Karma rains set in.  Water is becoming scarce and almost all 

water catchments are drying out due to poor Diraa/Sougoum season.  Poor livestock body conditions are 
reported in the Northwest Pastoral Livelihood Zone and Southeast Pastoral Border Sub-Zone.  Market data 
suggest a continuing decline in purchasing power, with the cost of the expenditure basket increasing for both 
urban and pastoral communities. Humanitarian assistance activities, including general food distributions, 
implemented in response to drought in 2005 continue in pastoral zones. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the Ministry of Health (MOH) plan to establish sentinel sites in pastoral areas to monitor malnutrition 
prevalence rates of the most vulnerable groups. 

Seasonal Timeline 
Current month Beginning of 

Peak Mosquito Inland long dry 
propagation season 

Karan/Karma Heys/Dada Diraac/Sougoum Heys/Dada 

Coastal Areas 
Rainy 

season Jilaal/Winter Hagaa/Summer Jilaal/winter 

Inland Areas EMOP WFP Food aid distribution 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Post Heys Mid karan Post Karan 
assessment assessment assessment 

Land preparation and Annual Post Diraac Vegetable cultivation need assessment assessment

Current Hazard Summary 

 Increasing consumer prices – With the continued upward trend of market prices, the total expenditure 
basket cost continues to exceed the threshold of affordability for urban poor households. This has negative 
consequences for both urban and rural households, as it will reduce the income available for urban 
households to remit to family members in rural areas.   

 Water shortages – Pastoralists who depend on water harvesting (catchments) are currently facing a serious 
water shortage due to poor rains during the Diraa/Sougoum season.  Pastoralists in the Northwest Pastoral 
Zone (around Andaba and Dohda) and those in the Southeast Pastoral Zone (around Grand Bara) are the 
most affected.  

FEWS NET is a USAID funded activity.  Comments or questions regarding this report can be addressed to Rashid Ilmi 
Hersi, FEWS NET representative for Djibouti: 
FEWS NET/Djibouti, Off Heron, Marabout, Rue de la paix Lot, 155, P.O.  Box: 96 Djibouti 
Tel: 253 353343; Fax: 253 352125; Email rhersi@fews.net 
 
Disclaimer: The authors’ views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States 

 Agency for International Development or the United States Government. 



DJIBOUTI: FOOD SECURITY UPDATE June 2006 

Food Security Summary 

High levels of food insecurity continue to prevail in urban areas due to increased consumer prices for staple 
foods and essential non-food commodities, raising concern about a potential increase in malnutrition rates as a 
result. Measures to assist poor urban vulnerable households are undergoing, with the Albiri Relief Agency 
collaborating with local non-governmental organizations and associations to carry out general food distributions 
for about 800 families in selected areas of Balbala, the poorest part of Djibouti City.  Fuel prices are seriously 
affecting the middle class, particularly the in transport sector.  A liter of diesel costs 150FD (0.9 US$), while a 
liter of petrol costs 244FD (1.4 US$) - around 50% higher than the same time  last year. In addition to the 18% 
increase in electricity prices over the last four months, fuel price increases are expected to disrupt public 
transport services. Resulting increases in bus fares will negatively impact to the already fragile purchase power 
of poor households in turn. 

In pastoral areas, vegetation depletion is expected soon and the remaining pasture and browse will not be 
sufficient through the approaching main rainy season (Karan/Karan). Any delay in the approaching rains will 
certainly reduce undermine food security and livelihoods of the pastoral population, particularly those in the 
western half of the country who depend heavily on the upcoming season.

 Natural Resource Situation (Rainfall, Water and Pasture)  

Figures 1 and 2 demonstrate that the rainfall performance of the 2006 Diraa/Sougoum season was below normal 
in most parts of the country.  Worst affected was the coastal belt of Obock, followed by the Central Highland 
Pastoral Sub-zone, down to the maritime face of Djibouti and the Southeast Pastoral Zone. The Northwest 
Pastoral Zone experienced as well below normal rains, except a small pocket around Dorra Sector which 
received normal rainfall. Some parts of Dikhil District adjacent to the Ethiopian border received normal 
seasonal rains. The current season’s rains are far below the 2005 Diraa/Sougoum season in most parts of the 
country, particularly in the Northwest, Central Highlands, Southeast and some parts of Central Lowlands. Water 
in most pastoral zones is becoming scarce and the government is increasing the use of deep wells in all rural 
areas. Vegetation is beginning to diminish because of the hot season. The situation may further deteriorate if 
there is a delay in the Karan/Karma season which is expected to start in July, as these are main season rains in 
western half of the country. 
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Rainfall performance as percentage to normal (1996 – 2003): March–May  (Diraa/Sougoum season) 
Figure 1: 2006 Diraa/Sougoum season Figure 2: 2005 Diraa/Sougoum season 

Source: FEWS NET/USGS         Note: All boundaries are unofficial and approximate 
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DJIBOUTI: FOOD SECURITY UPDATE June 2006 

Urban Food and Livelihood Security 

The upward trend of the total expenditure basket 
cost this month shown in Figure 3 is mainly 
attributable to the increases of: staple food costs 
(by 1%); costs of other food items (by 1%); and 
total costs of non food items (3%).  

High prices of sorghum (increased by 2%) are due 
in part to restrictions in informal trade and in part 
to the increase in prices on Ethiopia markets. 
Prices of cooking oil and beans have increased as 
well (5% and 2% respectively). Other food items 
increasing in cost include onions (2%) and 
potatoes (27%), which is mainly due to the 
seasonality of vegetable production. 

Costs of milk powder, meat and tea decreased by 
3%, 10% and 8% respectively. The decrease in 
meat prices is due to the increased sales of 
livestock coming from Ethiopia due to the recent 
rains which improved the pasture situation in 
neighboring border areas. Kerosene, the only non-
food commodity in the expenditure basket whose 
cost increased this month, increased by 7%, and 
now accounts for around 16% of the cost of 
expenditure basket for poor households in Djibouti 
City. 

The continued upward trend of the cost of the 
expenditure basket will surely trigger hardship for 
the urban poor this summer, who cannot afford to meet their minimum food needs. In response, measures to 
assist them (particularly food distribution) have already been implemented in certain quarters in the city. The 
purchasing power of middle households is also affected due to the drastic increase in international fuel prices. A 
livelihood crisis in the public transport sector is possible in the short term. 

Key indicators at a glance 
Expenditure Indicators Current Situation 
Cost of staple food Increased 
Cost of other food Increased 
Cost of non-food items Increased 
Income Indicators Current Situation 
Payment of government salaries and pensions Regular 
Cargo loaded/unloaded at Djibouti Port Not known 

Key Indicators Explained 
In the city, most necessities are purchased, and thus the key indicators to 
monitor are those linked to expenditure and to income.  The main sources of 
income for poor households are casual labor, petty trade, low-wage formal 
employment and pensions. 

Fig 3: Cost of expenditure basket for 
very poor households-Djibouti City 
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Source: DISED/FEWS NET 
Notes: Figure 3 shows trends in the cost of Staple Foods, Other Foods and Non-Food 
Items per FD per household per month 
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