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A six-month food deficit is likely for the Karan/Karma dependent areas in the Northwest Pastoral and 
the Southeast Pastoral Sub-zones starting from November up to the next possible rainy season (April). 
The potential food security hazards affecting both zones, due to rainfall deficits, are a reduction in 
milk & butter production, a decline in animal condition and sales price, and a gradual increase in 
staple food. A multi-agency evaluation mission should be carried out as soon as possible. The 
livestock conditions of the coastal areas will depend on the performance of the coming Heys/Dadac 
rains (October to February).  The expected increase in staple food prices during Ramadan will further 
undermine purchasing power for households in both urban and rural areas. 

NATIONAL OVERVIEW 

Livelihood Zones of Djibouti 

 

Djibouti City 
For the moment, food security 
in the city is stable, but higher 
than normal prices for staple 
and other foods (rice, sugar, oil 
etc) as well as kerosene, is still 
placing a major constraint on 
the livelihoods of poor 
households in the city. With the 
possible decrease in casual 
labor opportunities during 
Ramadan, special consideration 
needs to be given to the poorest 
groups.  
Southeast Pastoral Zone 
(Border Sub-Zone) 
Alert Status: Warning 
Food security in this zone 
remains precarious due to the 
weak Karan rains. The people 
who moved to Geustir with 
their livestock in August in 
search of pasture have still not 
returned to their usual areas for 
this time of the year. This 
influenced the delay in school 
openings in this area, 
particularly in Beyadde. A long 
dry spell is expected from 
November to April and animals 
may concentrate on the coastal 
areas if the heys rains are good 
enough. 
 (Roadside Sub-Zone) 
Although July rains were late, 
compensation came in the form 
of normal  rainfall during 
September except most parts of 
Arta. Nevertheless, overall milk 
production has been 
significantly 

 reduced due to unusual 
miscarriages during early 
pregnancy, at the time of the dry 
spell. Pasture conditions are 
expected to improve due to the 
September rains as well as 
unusual above normal rainfall 
during the first decade of 
October, and expenditure for the 
camel  fodder purchase will be 
economized . Food and 
livelihood security are expected 
to improve accordingly. 
 Central Pastoral Zone 
Below normal rainfall observed 
on the southeast edge of the 
central lowland pastoral zone 
will not affect the food security 
situation in the region. A 
majority of the population in the 
zone relies on other sources of 
income and are not heavily 
dependent on income generated 
through livestock. Though some 
actions have been taken by the 
ministry of agriculture, the 
prevailing camel diseases need to 
be closely monitored as these 
will have a negative impact on 
food security. 
 Northwest Pastoral Zone 
Alert Status: Warning 
Livestock in this area are 
currently concentrated on the 
main winter grazing areas around 
the valley of Weima down to 
floodable plains ( Dohda, 
Andaba and Agna). The current 
available pasture will be 
exhausted sooner than expected  

due to high population 
pressure.  The next rainy 
season is still six months 
away.  Serious food deficits 
are projected over the coming 
six months.  The first gesture 
of food distribution at Balho 
had been done by the national 
Red Crescent society  
Market Gardening Zone  
Recent enforcements of the 
government  law which lifts 
the tax on agricultural inputs 
(seeds, fuel etc.) may help to 
spur private investment in the 
market gardening zone by 
reducing the cost of 
production. However, this 
enforcement is confined at the 
moment to Gobaad 
association and needs to be 
further extended. Constraints 
to production this year include 
the lack of certified seeds in 
the market and the delay in 
distributing the seeds donated 
by FAO. 

Border Areas of Neighbouring 
Countries 
 Ethiopia: 
The areas bordering Djibouti 
received below normal rainfall 
and pasture availability is 
limited. Food security in 
Shiniile Zone is of great 
concern. There are no 
indications of animal diseases 
but some cases of Malaria have 
been reported. 
Source: SC-UK /FEWS NET 
Ethiopia 
Somalia:  
Cereal prices, particularly maize, 
have decreased in Hargeisa and 
Borama markets, while prices of 
sorghum increased. The cereal 
growing area in Borama & 
Gabilay received normal Karan  
rains. However the Goban 
(adjacent to the mountains) as 
well as Ban zones (coast) are 
currently dry.  
Source: FSAU/FEWS NET 
Somalia 

B.P.  96, Djibouti 
Tel: (253)353343/35 

FEWS NET Djibouti Héron/Marabout, Rue de la Paix, Lot 155 
FEWS NET is funded by the US Agency for International Development 
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NATURAL RESOURCES (RAINFALL WATER AND PASTURE) SITUATION 
 

Apart from the central highland zone, which received 
normal to above normal rainfall during Karan/Karma,1 

the main rainy season (July to September), rainfall this 
year was below normal in Djibouti.  All of the Northwest 
and Southeast Border Pastoral Sub-Zones and some 
pockets of the Central Lowland Pastoral Zone received 
between 25 and 75 percent of average monthly rainfall. 
As a result, pasture availability was unsatisfactory in most 
parts of the country, and it is unlikely that the existing 
pasture will be sufficient to sustain animals until the 
Diraac/Sougoum2 rains, which normally start in April.   
A majority of small ruminants conceived during last 
season miscarried early in pregnancy due to lack of 
sufficient pasture, reducing the overall milk production 
for this season. 
Food deficits are predicted for households in the 
Northwest Pastoral Zone and the Southeast Border Sub-
zone during the upcoming long dry season.  

 

Figure 3: Estimated rainfall for July to September 2004 
(percent of short term mean: 1996 – 2003) 
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legend
0 - 10%
10 - 25%
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50 - 75%
75 - 100%
100 - 150%
150 - 200%
200 - 300%
>300%  

Notes: 1Karan in Somali, Karma in Afar. 
2Diraa in Somali, Sougum in Afar 

 

 
 

Key Indicators at a Glance 
Expenditure Indicators Current Situation 
Cost of staple food Slightly decreasing 
Cost of other food Stable 
Cost of non-food items Stable 
Income Indicators Current Situation 
Payment of government 
salaries and pensions Regular 

Cargo loaded/unloaded at 
Djibouti port Stable 

Key Indicators Explained 
In the city, most necessities must be purchased, and thus the key 
indicators to monitor are those linked to expenditure and to income.  The 
main sources of income for poor households are casual labor, petty trade, 
low paid employment and pensions.   

 Current Hazards 
With the approach of the holy month of Ramadan, staple 
food prices still remain at their highest levels as compared 
to last year. The current 2% decline of the overall cost of 
the minimum expenditure basket is mainly due to the 
temporary slight decrease of flour, meat and sorghum 
prices. The latter is influenced by the good sorghum harvest 
prospects in Somaliland. 
Despite the recent decline, prices are likely to increase 
during Ramadan, when demand tends to peak. Already 
there are reports suggesting a sharp increase in the price of 
sugar.  
Poor household incomes are currently improving.  This is a 
seasonal phenomenon which coincides with the return of 
better off households to the city following the end of the hot 
summer season and the reopening of schools. As better off 
households return, opportunities for petty trade and demand 
for casual labor increase. The upcoming month of Ramadan 
is likely to dampen opportunities for causal labor, however, 
this is normally offset by expanded gifts and social support. 
Rich and middle income households usually cook extra 
food and distribute freely to neighboring poor households 
and at mosques shortly before the sunset during Ramadan. 
Other assistance for poor households comes through the 
distribution of cereals (Fitri) and cash assistance (Zaka).  
Although the food security situation in the city seems to be 
stable, albeit costly, at the moment, close monitoring is still 
required. 

Cost of expenditure Basket for 
V.Poor HH - Djibouti City
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Source: DISED/FEWS NET 

Notes: Figure 1 shows trends in the cost of an average expenditure basket for ‘very 
poor’ households, but without an adjustment for seasonal or other variations in the items 
and quantities purchased. It is designed to measure variations in the ‘cost of living’ for 
the ‘very poor’. Where income is less than the total cost of the basket, the ‘very poor’ 
cannot afford to purchase the basket in its entirety. 
Possible response options 
• Actions to reduce staple food prices are of paramount important.  
• Proper targeting of Fitri and Zaka during Ramadan. 
• Establishment of a viable welfare provisions for poor households 

(e.g. free text books, stationary etc). 
• Further reduction in the tax on kerosene (currently levied at 33 

percent); and 
• extension of the school feeding program to poorer urban areas. 

 

URBAN FOOD AND LIVELIHOOD SECURITY 
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RAINFALL PATTERN  IN DJIBOUTI 
The climate of Djibouti is hot and dry, with most of the country receiving less than 150 mm rainfall per 
year. Temperature is at least as important as rainfall in determining patterns of livelihood, with low-
lying coastal areas experiencing the highest temperatures, particularly during the summer months from 
May to September (the Hagaa season). In Djibouti city the temperature reaches 40oC during these 
months, with humidity in excess of 50%. Such difficult conditions trigger a general exodus of the urban 
population away from the coastal towns during the summer months, and of the rural population away 
the coast to more inland areas. Livestock herders also move inland to take advantage of the main Karan 
or Karma1 rains, which fall towards the end of Hagaa. These rains drain from the higher altitude zones 
down onto a number of interior plains, such as those of Gobaad, Hanle and Gaggade in the south, and 
Dohda and Andabba in the north. These are important summer grazing areas for the country’s pastoral 
population. In addition to Karan/Karma, there are two other rainy seasons: Heys/Dadaac and 
Diraac/Sougum. For coastal areas, the main rains are those of the winter months (Heys or Dadaac), 
light coastal showers that favor the growth of browse and pasture in the cooler Jilaal season. 

Total Annual Rainfall 
(Long Term Mean) 

 

Legend 
 
Source: 
USGS 
Satellite 
Imagery 

Rainfall by Month (Long Term Mean) The Rainy Seasons 
July August September October 

November December January February 

March April May June 

Karan/Karma (Jul-Sep) 
The main season rains for the 
western half of the country, 
associated with warm wet 
south westerly winds from 
mainland Africa2. These are 
the same winds that give rise 
to the main Kremt rainy 
season in Ethiopia, of which 
the Karan/Karma season is a 
north-easterly extension. 
Heys/Dadaac (Oct-Feb) 
Light coastal showers 
associated with moist 
offshore winds originating in 
the Arabian Sea. These 
showers are heaviest in the 
mountains of Mabla and 
Goda north of Tadjourah and 
in the more elevated areas of 
Arta and Ali Sabieh Districts. 
Diraac/Sougum (Mar-Apr) 
A strengthening of the 
weather system that gives 
rise to the Heys/Dadaac rains 
leads to the development of  
Diraac/Sougum, 
corresponding to the Belg 
rains in neighbouring 
Ethiopia. 

 Legend 

Source: USGS Satellite 
Imagery 

Footnotes: 
1 Karan in the Somali language, Karma in Afar. 
2The heat of summer causes hot air currents (convection currents) to rise, creating a belt of low pressure across Africa 
that draws in winds from both the north (the north-east trade winds) and the south (the south-east and south-west trade 
winds). The two sets of winds converge in the Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ), strengthening the up-thrust of 
the convection currents and causing heavy rainfall as the moist air from the south rises, cools and condenses to form rain. 
The ITCZ moves north-east across Ethiopia between April and July, retreating south-west again between September and 
November. 
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