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Northeastern and central-eastern DRC face uncertain season B harvests amidst multifaceted crises 

 

KEY MESSAGES  
 

• June marks the beginning of the main season B harvests in 
northeastern and central-eastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). Agricultural production is expected to be 
below average due to the combined impact of climate-
related disruptions, including heavy floods in central-eastern 
DRC, the security situation and COVID-19 control measures.  

• Although the government has introduced restrictive 
measures to contain the large-scale spread of COVID-19 
nationwide, the disease has already reached 13 of the 
country’s 26 provinces in three months, progressing at an 
alarming and concerning pace. To date, DRC has reported 
7,039 confirmed cases, with a fatality rate of 2.4 percent. The 
containment measures, and travel restrictions in particular, 
have had a significant impact on households’ livelihoods.  

• Since April 2020, Uvira and the surrounding area has 
experienced torrential rainfall, causing floods and 
substantial damage to property. According to the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), over 500,000 people have lost almost all of their 
food reserves and their livelihoods as a result of the floods, 
leaving them at serious risk of food insecurity. The emergency in this part of the country is almost certain to worsen, 
despite efforts by humanitarian agencies, whose response plans remain severely underfunded (just 12 percent, according 
to OCHA). 

• A fresh outbreak of Ebola virus disease has recently been reported in Mbandaka and Bikoro (Équateur province), just as 
the authorities were preparing to declare the end of the epidemic in the country. This 11th epidemic, which has already 
claimed six victims and comes amid the COVID-19 pandemic, could adversely affect the quality of life and food security 
of households in the province, which is considered the breadbasket of the city of Kinshasa. The situation could worsen 
during the current lean season and as the COVID-19 pandemic progresses, requiring a rapid response to limit the spread 
of the disease to neighboring regions. 

• Between June and September 2020, those provinces experiencing security concerns, displacement and natural disasters 
(Ituri, Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu, Tanganyika, Kasaï and Kasaï-Central) will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) as these shocks and 
crises affect households’ livelihoods. Other eastern provinces will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2), while northern provinces 
will face Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity. Between October 2020 January 2021, households in Djugu territory (Ituri 
province) could be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) as a result of severe food consumption gaps and having exhausted all 
available crisis strategies, while other areas affected by conflict and mass displacement (Sud-Kivu, Nord-Kivu, Tanganyika, 
Ituri, Kasaï and Kasaï Central) will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). More stable areas of the provinces will be Stressed (IPC 
Phase 2), while northern provinces will continue to face Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity. 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Current Situation  
 
COVID-19 pandemic and epidemics: The number of cases of COVID-
19 in DRC is rising steadily. Kinshasa is currently the epicenter of the 
outbreak in the country, although cases have been reported in other 
provinces. Kongo Central is the second worst-affected province in 
DRC. 

The disease is currently spreading at a steady rate to new provinces, 
despite restrictive measures imposed by the government, which has 
grounded all international flights, declared a state of emergency, 
and closed all of the country’s borders other than to trucks, ships 
and cargo flights carrying freight. 

On 10 March, there was just one confirmed case in DRC. By 30 June 
2020, the country had reported 7,039 cases, with a fatality rate of 
2.4 percent. Some experts fear that the outbreak could evolve into 
a disaster in the coming days and are urging the government to 
review its entire epidemic control plan. The restrictive measures 
introduced to contain the spread of the disease have severely 
impacted household finances and the wider economy. The 
unemployment rate is rising in both the private and informal 
sectors.   

In addition to COVID-19, DRC is also grappling with Ebola virus 
disease. The authorities declared the end of the Ebola virus disease 
epidemic in the Nord-Kivu province on 25 June, but a fresh outbreak 
was reported in Mbandaka and Bikoro (Équateur province) on 31 
May 2020. This new outbreak could further complicate and 
undermine efforts to contain COVID-19, which is spreading rapidly 
throughout the country. For almost two years now, DRC has also 
had the world’s largest outbreak of measles, which has killed over 
6,600 people in around 100 health districts (one-fifth of the 
country). Approximately 50,000 cases of measles have been 
reported since January 2020 alone, with over 600 recorded deaths 
from the disease. 

Humanitarian situation: DRC is a vast country with one of the most 
complex and difficult humanitarian situations in the world. It is 
affected by multiple conflicts, with ongoing and sporadic outbreaks 
of violence, especially in the eastern parts of the country. This 
prolonged crisis now risks being forgotten as the full focus of 
attention shifts to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Population movements: Many Congolese households have fled 
their homes to escape the multiple conflicts and are fighting for 
survival. The security situation in DRC remains a cause for concern, 
especially in the east of the country. Thousands of people have 
abandoned their homes to seek shelter from attacks by armed groups and from intercommunity violence. The situation in 
the Bunia, Djugu and Mahagi territories (Ituri province) has continued to worsen since the clashes between the Congolese 
army and armed groups in late December 2019. This climate of insecurity has led to new waves of population displacement. 
 

The situation in the Fube area south of central Moba in the province of Tanganyika has been of particular concern recently 
as a result of the massive influx of displaced persons from Moliro following the incidents on 13 March 2020 between Zambian 
and Congolese naval forces. According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 1,435 displaced persons arrived  

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 
2020  
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in central Moba at the end of March 2020. In this area, 
household access to fields and other livelihoods currently 
remains limited, placing severe pressure on local resources. 

At present, there are approximately 5.5 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in DRC, including 1.2 million in Ituri 
province alone. Since January 2020, many people have 
returned to their homes in several provinces, including Ituri 
(152,000 people, 49 percent return rate), Nord-Kivu (55,900 
people, 24 percent return rate), Sud-Kivu (132,000 people, 
12 percent return rate), Tanganyika (220,000 people, 12 
percent return rate) and Maniema (20,000 people, 21 
percent return rate). Yet supporting people as they return 
remains a pressing challenge. Most returnees have found 
their property, businesses and schools lying in ruin. 

DRC is also home to over half a million refugees from 
neighboring countries, with fresh influxes continuing to 
arrive from Burundi, Central African Republic and South 
Sudan. According to the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, there are currently 524,000 refugees and 2,264 asylum seekers in DRC. In addition, there are almost 880,000 
Congolese refugees and asylum seekers in other countries in the region. Figure 1 shows both internal and cross-border 
migration flows. 

Agroclimatic situation: The country has experienced climate-related disruption since April 2020, with torrential rainfall 
leading to floods and substantial damage to property in several provinces as rivers burst their banks. Since mid-April, heavy 
floods in the Uvira and Fizi territories (Sud-Kivu province) have claimed 43 lives, injured 145 people and destroyed an 
estimated 9,979 hectares of food crops and market garden crops, affecting some 39,910 farming households. 

In these same territories, there have also been reports of substantial damage to seven irrigation canals with the capacity to 
serve at least 15,000 households. In addition, the floods have destroyed 175 km of agricultural service roads. 

According to local authority estimates, the floods have directly affected approximately 500,000 people, with 78,000 people 
reportedly living at 38 IDP camps and in 5,000 host households.  

The floods have also affected the provinces of Ituri (Djugu territory), Mai-Ndombe and Kasaï, where they have washed away 
hundreds of homes and destroyed thousands of hectares of crops.  

Growing season B: This natural disaster in central-eastern DRC plus some northeastern and southern parts of the country has 
affected the season B harvest, which normally runs from June to September, leading to uncertain and well-below-average 
harvests. In the Ruzizi Plain, which is considered the breadbasket of Sud-Kivu province, harvests have been lost and food 
supplies are coming from neighboring areas with surpluses. In this area, seeds for the upcoming growing season have been 
lost. This situation will pose a challenge for the next growing season A, which begins in September 2020, with the harvest set 
to start in January 2021. 

Nutritional situation: The current nutritional situation remains concerning, with increasingly high malnutrition rates relative 
to recent years in those areas recently affected by insecurity, COVID-19 and natural disasters. The latest Standardized 
Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) nutritional surveys, carried out between January and June 2020 
in seven health districts, all revealed global acute malnutrition (GAM) malnutrition rates (weight-for-height) with a z-score 
above the 10 percent public health concern threshold in the following health districts: Minembwe (Sud-Kivu), Manono and 
Ankoro (Tanganyika), Basankusu (Équateur) and Bukama (Haut-Lomami). In Kamina and Bikoro health districts, the z-score 
was above the 15 percent emergency threshold. Meanwhile, prevalence of chronic malnutrition (height-for-age) was above 
the critical threshold of 40 percent across all health districts included in the survey.  

According to the Nutritional Surveillance, Food Security and Early Warning System (SNSAP) nutritional surveillance bulletin, 
in the first quarter of 2020, 41 percent of health districts were under control, 44 percent required close monitoring, and 6 
percent were on alert status. The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) report, published in December 2019 and covering 
the entire country, reveals a low level of minimum dietary diversity among children aged 6–59 months and pregnant and 

Figure 1. Population movements, May 2020 

 

Source : FEWS NET/UNHCR/UNOCHA 
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breastfeeding women (15.2 percent). This is one of the main causes of malnutrition, alongside cyclical and structural factors. 
According to the Nutrition Cluster, donors released just 20 million of the 189 million requested (just under 10.6 percent) to 
cover nutritional needs in the first quarter of 2020. Meanwhile, nutritional interventions reached just 271,254 people out of 
a planned beneficiary population of 1,282,800 (21 percent). In terms of spatial coverage, nutritional activities currently cover 
24 percent of the country.  

 
Markets and food prices: The Congolese franc (CDF) has steadily weakened against foreign currencies since the start of this 

year. The situation has been made worse by the lockdown measures introduced to contain the spread of COVID-19. At the 

start of January 2020, 1 US dollar (USD) bought 1,650 Congolese francs. On 10 June, the rate had depreciated to 2,000 

Congolese francs per US dollar on the parallel market (a 21 percent drop in value). The devaluation of the local currency has 

affected the behavior of commodity prices, despite the government having suspended a number of taxes, including valued 

added tax (VAT) on imported commodities. 

Cross-border flows: Cross-border trade has slowed since the border closures linked to COVID-19. Under the government 

restrictions, only food cargo is allowed to cross the border. This measure has paralyzed the informal small-scale trade sector, 

which was responsible for a large share of the supply of imported food from neighboring countries sold at local markets, 

including from Rwanda (via Gisenyi), Uganda (via Mahagi and Kaseni) and Zambia (via Kasumbalesa). Some informal small-

scale traders have organized and joined forces in order to make grouped, declared imports. This is the case, for instance, in 

Bukavu, where small-scale traders have teamed up to supply beef from neighboring Rwanda.  

Humanitarian assistance: The security situation has severely hampered the humanitarian response, forcing some 

humanitarian organizations to scale back their activities. In the past month, for instance, only around 66,000 of the 200,000 

displaced persons in Ituri identified as requiring assistance were reached. The government-imposed restrictions to contain 

the spread of COVID-19 have made it even harder to reach people in need in this province, with aid workers no longer able 

to access Djugu and Mahagi via Uganda. According to the Food Security Cluster dashboard, between January and June 2020, 

only 2.3 million of the over 5.8 million people (39 percent) identified as needing assistance throughout DRC were actually 

reached, through either humanitarian food assistance or cash transfers (using various distribution methods). In addition, 

donors only released 10 percent of the requested funding.  

Humanitarian organizations are calling on the government of DRC and other parties to create an environment in which 
humanitarian assistance can be provided safely and reliably. They are also urging donors to increase funding for the 
humanitarian response in DRC. To date, only 11 percent of the USD 2.1 billion requested for the DRC 2020 Humanitarian 
Response Plan has been mobilized.  

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for June 2020 to January 2021 is based on the following assumptions at the national level:   

• Growing season A: According to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) forecasts, the forthcoming 
rainy season is predicted to begin on time in September 2020 and bring normal rainfall for the start of the growing 
season. Some anomalies could occur, with below-average rainfall in certain areas of central-eastern and central-southern 
DRC, as shown on the graph opposite (Figure 1). The forecasts point to adequate and well-distributed rainfall, which 
should support crop growth.  

Overall, these forecasts should favor a normal growing season throughout the country. 

• COVID-19 pandemic: As the epidemiological situation of COVID-19 worsens with rising numbers of infections and 
deaths, especially in Kinshasa and other cities such as Matadi, Lubumbashi, Bukavu and Goma, the government is 
expected to keep the lockdown measures in place despite their adverse impact on households’ livelihoods. The borders 
with all neighboring countries will likely remain closed for the foreseeable future, including throughout the outlook 
period, affecting the informal activities on which millions of poor households rely.   
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• Macroeconomic situation: Given that DRC’s economy relies 
heavily on foreign-currency royalties and revenue from mineral 
exports, especially copper and cobalt, concerns about the impact 
of COVID-19 lockdown measures on supply chain logistics and 
global demand could exert downward pressure on government 
revenue, slow the economy and reduce production of these 
mining resources. The government of DRC will therefore face 
declining domestic tax revenues. According to the Monetary Policy 
Committee, the Congolese franc will therefore depreciate by over 
4.8 percent on the official market and by over 7.8 percent on the 
parallel market. Official estimates project negative GDP growth of 
between -1.9 percent (Central Bank of the Congo) and -2.2 percent 
(International Monetary Fund), compared with positive growth of 
4.4 percent in 2019. 

• Household purchasing power: Household purchasing power will 
be atypically low during the outlook period due to the weakness of 
the Congolese franc and households’ loss of income. Nationwide, the average nominal maize price for March was over 
100 percent higher than the ten-year average. Similar trends were recorded for wheat and rice and, to a lesser extent, 
cassava. Inflation rose sharply at end the end of 2019, peaking at 7.54 percent in January 2020. Estimates suggest that it 
currently stands at around 6 percent, although it is expected to reach around 7 percent by the end of the outlook period. 

• Livelihood trends: Having lost income due to resource-access challenges brought about by the COVID-19 restrictions and 
persistent security concerns, households will find it increasingly difficult to access income and food during the outlook 
period. In these circumstances, poor households may resort to harmful and in many cases irreversible coping strategies, 
including selling livestock earlier than usual, selling productive assets, and engaging in unlawful activities such as 
prostitution of girls and illegal mining. Households who depend on remittances will be affected since the COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted the sources of these remittances.  

• Nutritional situation: The COVID-19 pandemic could worsen the nutritional situation of women and children, 
likely as a result of limited access to food due to higher prices, reduced availability of food, and lower income 
brought about by the economic slowdown. In addition, the delivery method for nutritional interventions will 
need to be adapted to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

• Humanitarian access: Access to humanitarian assistance is limited by various factors, and in particular by the COVID-19 
restrictions and the security situation. These factors vary by location and season. The ongoing conflicts in the Kasaï, Nord-
Kivu, Sud-Kivu, Ituri and Tanganyika provinces are continuing to disrupt the work of humanitarian organizations.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  

June to September 2020: Assuming that the COVID-19 pandemic persists throughout the outlook period, the situation will 
remain disrupted and all households in the affected areas will feel the effects of the restrictions. Moreover, given that current 
season B harvests are estimated to be below average nationwide, households could deplete their food stocks earlier than 
normal and poor households, who rely on selling the produce from their fields, could find it harder to access food. Households 
will use crisis coping strategies throughout the period in order to meet their food needs. Those provinces experiencing 
security concerns, displacement and natural disasters (Ituri, Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu, Tanganyika, Kasaï and Kasaï-Central) will 
remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) as these shocks and crises affect households’ livelihoods. Other eastern provinces will be 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2), while northern provinces will face Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity.  

October 2020 to January 2021: According to projections on the development of the pandemic, the second part of the outlook 
period will coincide with the annual lean season. Households could find it even harder than usual to access food after having 
depleted their meager stocks from the previous season earlier than normal. Households in the affected areas, including Ituri, 
Nord-Kivu and Sud-Kivu, could resort to even more harmful strategies such as begging and selling productive assets. During 
this period, households will use crisis and emergency coping strategies to meet their food needs, including prostitution, 
begging and illegal mining. In the absence of adequate humanitarian assistance, households in Djugu territory (Ituri province) 

Figure 2.  Rainfall forecasts, October to December 
2020  

 
 

Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration/North American Multi-Model Ensemble 

(NOAA/NMME) 
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could be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) as a result of severe food consumption gaps and having exhausted all available crisis 
strategies, while other areas affected by conflict and mass displacement (Sud-Kivu, Nord-Kivu, Tanganyika, Ituri, Kasaï and 
Kasaï Central) will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). More stable areas of the provinces will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2), while 
northern provinces will continue to face Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity. 

Events that Might Change the Outlook 

Possible events over the next six months that could change the most likely scenario at the national level. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Provinces affected by 
COVID-19 (Kinshasa, 
Kongo Central, Nord-Kivu, 
Sud-Kivu, Haut Katanga, 
Équateur, Kwango, Kwilu, 
Ituri, Tshopo, Haut-
Lomami, Lualaba and 
Haut-Uélé) 

Easing of restrictions introduced 
to contain the spread of COVID-19 
at the national level  
 

Normal resumption of agricultural activities and cross-
border trade, leading to greater availability of food in 
the country. 

Ituri Agreement between communities 
in intercommunity conflict (Hema 
and Lendu) 

Access to farmland and increased agricultural 
production in the area, and resumption of fishing at Lake 
Edward. 

Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu, 
Tanganyika, Maniema 

Positive developments in the 
security situation, cessation of 
conflicts 

Improved access to humanitarian assistance and 
livelihoods for previously affected populations.  

Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu, 
Tanganyika, Maniema, 
Kasaï 
 
 
 

Restoration of agricultural service 
roads 

Improved trade between areas and more food available 
at local markets, as well as better integration of these 
markets. 

Irregular rainfall during the 
growing season 

Excessive and/or insufficient/delayed rain affecting the 
growing cycle and ultimately agricultural production for 
season A, and potentially exacerbating flood damage. 
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AREAS OF CONCERN  

Uvira territory, Sud-Kivu province: Livelihood zone CD08 (Tanganyika north, midland agriculture) 

Current Situation 
 
COVID-19 situation: The government has taken drastic measures to 
contain the large-scale spread of COVID-19, including closing the 
borders and isolating the Sud-Kivu province. The Uvira territory has 
therefore been cut off from neighboring Burundi and from Bukavu, the 
capital of Sud-Kivu province. Gatherings of more than 20 people are 
prohibited and there are strict limits on trading activity at markets. 
Thousands of households who relied on informal activities in the city of 
Uvira and along the borders have lost their source of income. The 
measures have had a severe impact on food security, especially on local 
supply and access to food for poor households, who are now even more 
vulnerable. 
 
Floods and landslides: In March and April 2020, livelihood zone CD08 
received excessive rainfall, including torrential downpours. Total rainfall 
was 100–300 mm above average (Figure 4) and the highest level 
recorded in the past 10 years for March to May. Exceptionally heavy rain 
began falling across Uvira territory on 13 April 2020, causing Lake 
Tanganyika and rivers to flood. The rain caused flooding in the city of Uvira and low-lying areas, as well as landslides on hillside 
planted areas. According to OCHA, more than 13,950 households (approximately 86,000 people) lost their possessions 
(homes, essential household items and food reserves). The floods claimed 43 lives and injured 145 people. This natural 
disaster affected the Ruzizi Plain, shoreline areas of Fizi territory to the southeast of Uvira, and the city of Uvira.  

In the Ruzizi Plain alone (Ruzizi and Lemera health district), the floods destroyed an estimated 9,979 hectares of food crops 
and market garden crops, affecting around 50 percent of the area’s 39,910 farming households.  

There have also been reports of substantial damage to 
seven irrigation canals with the capacity to serve at least 
15,000 households, and the floods have left 175 km of 
agricultural service roads almost completely destroyed. 
The damage will likely hinder the resumption of 
agricultural activities in the short term, potentially leading 
to a food shortage across the Ruzizi Plain before the next 
harvests, which are expected in December 2020.  

Security situation and population movements: Since 
October 2019, Uvira territory has seen fresh and repeated 
clashes between two local armed groups, the Mai-Mai 
and the Gumino (a Banyamulenge armed group), in 
several locations. The Commission on Population 
Movements estimates that around 6,000 households, or 
around 30,000 people, have become displaced and 
moved to the mid and high plateaus, while 2,700 
displaced persons are living with host families in Uvira.  

Figure 3. Map of Sud-Kivu province 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 4. Rainfall anomalies (mm), March to May 2020, Climate 
Hazards Group InfraRed Precipitation with Station data (CHIRPS)  

 
Source: United States Geological Survey (USGS)/FEWS NET 
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Since 3 February 2020, there have been ongoing clashes between two local armed groups, the Mai-Mai and the Gumino, in 
several locations in the Bijombo area. These clashes have caused fresh waves of displacement from Kahuna, Kagogo, 
Kajembwe, Irango, Magunda, Masango, Bikinga, Rubarati, Mitamba and Regeja, with people fleeing to other, safer localities.  

According to the report on the multisectoral assessment mission, carried out by local member organizations of the 
Commission on Population Movements and coordinated by OCHA/Uvira, some 2,700 people (540 households) arrived in the 
city of Uvira last year after being displaced from Minembwe and Mikenge. The various reports on population movements 
received by OCHA indicate that, between January and June 2020, over 18,840 people were displaced in this territory.  

Livelihood trends: The majority of households rely on agriculture for 57 percent of their income. A proportion of the 
population (20 percent) practices livestock farming (large and small livestock). However, livestock farmers are currently 
struggling to graze their animals because pastures in Kiliba, Sange, Luberizi, Luvungi, Katogota and other neighboring localities 
are flooded. There is a latent conflict between crop farmers and livestock farmers, which erupts when the latter graze their 
animals in the fields.  

A significant minority of households (18 percent) work in the non-agricultural informal sector. However, this sector has been 
badly affected by the restrictive measures introduced to contain the spread of COVID-19. The closure of the border between 
Burundi and DRC has affected the supply of agricultural supplies from Bujumbura, as well as small-scale trade in agricultural 
produce, cross-border movements of agricultural laborers from Burundi, and other informal activities. Households in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) or Emergency (IPC Phase 4) are resorting to negative coping strategies to access income and food. For instance, 
some young people who are out of work are rejoining armed groups operating in the area, households are relying on the 
generosity of neighbors, livestock farmers are selling their animals earlier than usual, and some very poor households are 
even resorting to begging.  

Growing season: The natural disaster described earlier in this outlook occurred in the middle of the growing cycle and one 
month before the season B harvests. The April 2020 floods destroyed thousands of hectares of planted land. The harvest 
outlook remains uncertain and households in the area will be forced to rely on food from neighboring provinces and 
countries, and on humanitarian food assistance.  

Looking at the agricultural calendar, it appears that most households in Uvira have skipped growing season B altogether for 
2020 and face a particularly difficult lean season from July 2020 onward. According to a May 2020 report by the World Food 
Programme (WFP), 90 percent of maize and cassava fields in Katogota were flooded when heavy rainfall caused the Kibo river 
to burst its banks. The situation worsened between 16 and 20 April, just as the population was looking ahead to the June and 
July harvests to prepare for season A in September 2020.  

According to the Provincial Agricultural Inspectorate, agricultural production is down relative to previous years across the 
board. This reduction can be attributed to a number of key factors: fields are being abandoned amid ongoing waves of 
population displacement, the security situation is preventing people from tending to their fields for fear of being kidnapped, 
assailants are looting harvests, and natural disasters (often involving heavy and irregular rainfall) are damaging crops and 
fields.   

Fish production: Fish production from Lake Tanganyika is declining at a steady pace. Around 4 percent of households in Uvira 
practice fishing. The activity has been adversely affected by several factors, including the uncontrolled use of prohibited nets 
(small-mesh nets are prohibited for use by fishers along the entire Congolese coast of Lake Tanganyika) and non-compliance 
with periods where fishing is not allowed on the lake to allow breeding.  

Livestock farming: Local conflicts and repeated violence by armed groups have severely affected livestock farming. Several 
head of livestock have been looted, and other animals have died from diseases such as African swine fever, erysipelas and 
virulent Newcastle disease due to lack of veterinary access to conflict-affected areas. According to estimates by the Provincial 
Livestock Inspectorate, there were at least 89,007 cattle and 48,502 goats in Uvira territory in 2019. However, there have 
been regular incidents of looting in the area, of both large and small livestock, since the fresh outbreak of conflict. According 
to Groupe Milima, an umbrella organization for local livestock farmers’ groups, farmers in Uvira territory have lost an 
estimated 25 percent of their herds this year, with even heavier losses in the high plateaus where farmers have lost 60 percent 
of their livestock due to activities by armed groups.  

Markets and food prices: The Uvira territory stands on the borders with Burundi and Tanzania. In normal circumstances, 
cross-border trade flows in both directions and markets are well-supplied with food products. The borders with neighboring 
countries are currently closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, meaning that thousands of people who relied on informal 
trade along these borders can no longer engage in these activities, and trade flows are severely reduced. This decreasing 
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availability of basic necessities has pushed up food prices at markets in Uvira. For instance, the price of a bowl of corn flour 
has increased from CDF 10,000 before the crisis to CDF 18,000 at present, a rise of 80 percent.  

Access to food is therefore becoming increasingly difficult, especially for poor households. According to a market assessment 
report published by REACH in April 2020, some 88 percent of traders said, when questioned, that the measures had negatively 
affected their activity, with a decline in daily sales being the main impact. A further 86 percent said that customers were 
buying in smaller quantities as a result of their reduced purchasing power, likely due to higher prices. 

Before the outbreak of COVID-19, supplies of food for the Sud-Kivu province in general and the city of Uvira in particular came 
primarily from Rwanda and Burundi, and to a lesser extent from Tanzania, Moba territory and the surrounding villages. Since 
the borders were closed, Tanzania (whose borders remain open to freight traffic) has become the main source of food 
products for Uvira territory. This situation has affected the prices of key food products and other imported basic necessities. 
Before the crisis, for example, cooking salt was selling for CDF 1,000 per kg. Now, the price has increased to CDF 1,400 per 
kg. 

Routine monitoring of prices at these same markets shows atypical variations between February and April. These variations 
could be attributed to speculative practices following the government’s declaration of a nationwide state of emergency and 
a hard lockdown, even though the hard lockdown was never implemented. The CDF/USD exchange rate is currently unstable 
and is influencing the prices of manufactured and imported products.  

Epidemiological situation: Cholera and measles outbreaks are a frequent occurrence in Uvira territory. Since the start of 
2020, the territory has reported 95 cases of cholera and 2 deaths. The sudden floods that hit the city of Uvira destroyed the 
city’s drinking water supply system, potentially making it even more difficult to respond to these outbreaks. There have been  
no cases of COVID-19 in the city of Uvira to date.  

Nutritional situation: The nutritional situation in Uvira territory remains concerning. A rapid response mechanism assessment 
in February 2020 (the latest available assessment for the area) collected data from health centers using the mid-upper arm 
circumference (MUAC) method. The data revealed that 11.9 percent of children aged under 5 years had a MUAC of less than 
115 mm, while 7.9 of these children had nutritional edema. These two indicators, based on data from health care facilities in 
Uvira, point to a deterioration of the nutritional situation. The situation could become even worse because the recent floods 
in the city of Uvira damaged drinking water supply channels, raising the threat of waterborne diseases.  

Livelihoods: An April 2020 assessment by the Food Security Cluster assigned an estimated Coping Strategies Index score of 
29. According to WFP, over 87 percent of households have experienced shocks to their livelihoods. This figure includes around 
50 percent of crop farmers, who have been affected by the destruction of their fields, while approximately 47 percent of 
livestock farmers have had their animals looted by the various armed groups operating in the area. 

Food consumption: The same April 2020 Food Security Cluster assessment assigned an average Food Consumption Score of 
24. The door-to-door survey conducted by WFP in May 2020 following the floods found that 18.5 percent of households were 
extremely vulnerable to food security and 40.2 percent were very vulnerable to food insecurity. Only 5.1 percent of 
households were classified as being not vulnerable to food insecurity.  

Humanitarian assistance: According to OCHA, planned assistance programs by humanitarian partners on the ground are 
intended to reach 8,953 people affected by the floods. WFP plans to distribute food rations for three months (June, July and 
August) and cash transfers (USD 85 per household per month), reaching 5,267 victims of natural disasters (floods and 
landslides), with a particular focus on very and extremely vulnerable households. The remaining 3,800 people are receiving 
assistance from Care International, ACTED and the Norwegian Refugee Council in the form of cash transfers and essential 
household items. The United Nations Children’s Fund has supplied 5,000 essential household item kits via Caritas Uvira. 
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Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for June 2020 to January 2021 is based on the following assumptions: 

•  Agricultural production: Many households became 

displaced during the previous growing season, fleeing 
the violence perpetrated by armed groups in the area. 
The number of farming households in Uvira territory has 
fallen sharply, and agricultural production, which was 
already below average, has declined further. Moreover, 
the floods that began in April this year have severely 
damaged hundreds of hectares of crops. Household 
participation in farming could therefore decline in the 
coming season, while accessing seeds will remain 
challenging for these households during the first part of 
the scenario period (June to September). 

 
• Markets and food prices: Given the scale of informal cross-border trade with neighboring countries (Tanzania, Burundi 

and Rwanda), the border closures have impacted thousands of households that relied on informal small-scale trade in 
goods and food. The technical price projection for corn flour (Figure 5) indicates that the price of this product will follow 
a normal, seasonal pattern, below the level seen in 2019, over the next 12 months in the city of Goma. The corn flour 
price will follow the same trend at markets in Uvira. 
 

• Livelihoods: Despite the increase in violence currently observed in Uvira territory, displaced households will travel 

between their place of displacement and their place of origin to carry out agricultural activities, whereas livestock farmers 
will be unable to migrate with their animals for transhumant herding in the mid plateaus. Households affected by the 
floods and COVID-19 restrictions will be forced to resort to non-agricultural/domestic day labor and rely on food 
assistance and the generosity of their neighbors. This situation could affect the supply of animal-source food products in 
the area, which is considered the breadbasket of Sud-Kivu province. 

 
• Humanitarian assistance:  Although humanitarian activities began in 2020, the level of assistance is expected to be lower, 

which could lead to the distribution of half-rations. WFP, which is the main provider of food assistance, is experiencing a 
shortfall, while the restrictive measures introduced to contain the spread of COVID-19 could make matters worse. 
 

• General political situation: The current political situation is marred by uncertainty around who is responsible for 

managing relations between different ethnic groups in the high and mid plateaus of Uvira (the central government or 
the provincial government), and by provocations by armed groups linked to these communities. As a result, there could 
be a generalized outbreak of conflicts between communities in the near future, which would stop the resumption of 
agricultural activities and prevent populations returning to an area long affected by intercommunity conflicts.  
 

• Nutritional situation: The nutritional situation in the zone will likely remain concerning throughout the scenario period. 
Limited food supplies, rising staple food prices and recurring measles and cholera outbreaks in this zone could worsen 
the already concerning nutritional status of the population. 

 
 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

June to September 2020: The floods in April and May wiped out a large part of agricultural production in the zone, while the 
COVID-19 control measures have deprived hundreds of households of their livelihoods. This situation, coupled with already 
below-average production in an area affected by security concerns and home to a high number of displaced persons, could 
result in the harvests being well below average. Household food consumption will be poor due to the floods that occurred 
during the growing season and ongoing waves of displacement as people flee insecurity and violence by armed groups. The 
percentage of households with poor food consumption could increase and households may be unable to meet their food 
needs without adopting negative strategies. The lean season will begin early, in August. From September, there may be a 
shortage of food stocks from own production, which could adversely impact household food consumption. Uvira territory will 

Figure 5.  Corn flour price projections (DCF/kg) in Uvira  

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) between June and September 2020, except for some areas in the mid and high plateaus (Lemera 
health district) and elsewhere, which will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) between June and August with humanitarian assistance, 
and in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) between September and December 2020.  
 
October 2020 to January 2021: The first two months of this period coincide with the lean season, when households face food 
shortages. The population, which is almost entirely reliant on agricultural activities, is likely to enter a phase of poor food 
consumption during the lean season because households will have reduced purchasing power and will be unable to meet 
their food needs without resorting to negative strategies. This situation could lead to a deterioration in household food 
consumption in this deficit area. During the lean season, households will adopt various survival strategies to meet their food 
needs and, more importantly, to maintain their food consumption levels. As a result, Uvira territory will remain in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3), while the mid and high plateaus (Lemera health district) will remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) between October 
2020 and January 2021. 

 

Events that Might Change the Outlook 

Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Uvira and 
surrounding 
areas 
 

Resumption of hostilities between 
armed groups, and between armed 
groups and militias and the regular 
DRC armed forces (FARDC)  

This could result in renewed population displacement, thereby 
weakening and/or destroying the livelihoods that are currently 
being rebuilt.  

Resurgence of intercommunity 
conflict (Bembe and Banyamulenge 
people)  

This could result in renewed population displacement, thereby 
weakening and/or destroying the livelihoods that are currently 
being rebuilt. This situation could have immediate negative 
effects on the food security of the populations during the 
period of transhumant migration for livestock farmers, and the 
harvest and preparation of growing season A for farmers, in 
this area that is considered the agropastoral breadbasket of 
Sud-Kivu. 

Continued deterioration of 
agricultural service roads during the 
next rainy season  

This could have an adverse effect in the area and weaken trade 
between territories.  

Local climate-related disruption  Excessive and/or insufficient rain could affect agricultural 
production, potentially exacerbating flood damage. 

Deterioration of the political and 
security situation in Burundi and a 
new influx of refugees from Burundi 
arriving in the area 

This could adversely affect livelihoods because the local 
population would need to share resources with the refugees, 
and because the area is heavily dependent on imports from 
neighboring countries (Burundi and Tanzania). 
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Djugu territory, Ituri province: Livelihood zone CD14 (Northeast highlands agriculture) and CD12 (Forest 
cultivation and products)  

Current Situation  

Security situation and population movements: Since February 2020, 
following a period of tribal and ethnic conflict, rebel leader Justin 
Ngudjolo’s militia has been launching offensives against the positions of 
FARDC in several areas on the shore of Lake Albert in Djugu territory, 
including Drodro, Rethy, Mangala, Fataki, Liba, Jinga and Lita health 
districts. These attacks have resulted in killings, abductions and other 
atrocities committed against the local population. 

According to OCHA, there were over 16,370 newly displaced persons in 
Djugu territory in February 2020 alone, adding to the 360,000 people who 
were displaced in 2019. According to the same source, an estimated 
200,000 people became displaced from Djugu territory in May 2020, 
distributed between Djugu, Mahagi, Aru and Bunia territories. Over 300 
people have reportedly been killed. The conflict is currently spreading to 
Mahagi territory, with displacement toward Aru territory. 

According to OCHA, FARDC commenced military operations against 
members of the Cooperative for the Development of Congo (CODECO) in May 2020, with an increase in armed attacks on 
civilians in Djugu and Mahagi territories. The majority of displaced persons are living with host families, most of whom are 
returnees and do not have sufficient resources to support these displaced persons. 

Markets and prices: Market prices for the main food products in DRC have been unstable since the second half of March 
2020. This situation occurred following the announcement of the COVID-19 pandemic in mid-March 2020. The government 
has suspended a number of taxes, including VAT on imported commodities, in order to maintain people’s standard of living 
and to keep the prices of staple food stable at markets in the affected areas. 

Agriculture: According to the Provincial Agricultural Inspectorate, production from the recent growing seasons in Djugu 
territory reached its lowest level for the past three years. This weak performance is due to some extent to climate-related 
disruption (late arrival of rains during growing seasons), but to a greater extent to limited access to fields for farming 
households as a result of the concerning security situation throughout the area.  

In this livelihood zone and based on the FEWS NET profile for Ituri province, agriculture is the main activity in Djugu territory, 
practiced by around 80 percent of the population. Difficulties in this area stem from the fact that people abandon their fields 
when they become displaced at short notice, and from security threats in the fields. 

 Factors limiting the ability of farmers to practice their activity include recurring incidents of abductions and other atrocities, 
looting of harvests by assailants, and the advanced state of disrepair of agricultural service roads following the latest rains, 
which is preventing producers from transporting their produce to major consumption centers or to their preferred sales 
outlets.   

In addition, the protracted inter-ethnic conflicts mean that some local markets in the region are off-limits to members of 
certain ethnic groups. Moreover, some households manage to plant their crops but are then unable to tend to their fields for 
the reasons outlined above. 

Highway robbers are particularly active, stealing money from producers after they have sold agricultural produce, 
discouraging producers from producing more. 

Mining: In an average year, around half of the people living in Uvira rely on mining for their income. The Kilo Moto mining 
company, which has been bankrupt for several years, no longer offers guaranteed work for indigenous peoples and is limited 
to operating taxes levied on areas where artisanal mining is practiced and the generation of hydroelectric power produced 
by Kilo Moto and sent to the city of Bunia.  

Figure 6. Map of Ituri province 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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The mining sector has also been affected by violence. In 2019, about 10 miners were massacred in the mines of Nizi. As for 
the Mongbwalu mining area to the north, Mongbwalu Gold Mines (MGM), the company that purchased the area from the 

central government, is still in the exploration phase. 

Livestock farming: Livestock farming has been severely impacted by the conflicts and many acts of violence perpetrated by 
armed groups. Several head of livestock have been looted, and other animals have died from diseases such as African swine 
fever, erysipelas and virulent Newcastle disease due to lack of veterinary care. According to Provincial Livestock Inspectorate 
estimates from January 2020, over 12 percent of animals have been lost in the last two years as a result of epizootic diseases.  

For example, the Walendu Bindi chiefdom, which had more than 18,000 head of cattle in 2010, currently has only around 
950 (95 percent loss rate). Similarly, head of cattle numbers in Bahema Mitegho chiefdom have fallen from more than 
27,000 to just 10,000 (63 percent loss rate). 

These repeated attacks have forced several farmers to migrate with their herds to Haut-Uélé and Bas-Uélé provinces and to 
the western part of Djugu territory, which has been spared the violence. Small-scale livestock and poultry farming is almost 
non-existent now, with goats and poultry having been systematically ravaged. 

COVID-19 pandemic: COVID-19 restrictions have left Djugu territory cut off from Uganda, with thousands of households 
reliant on informal trade via Lake Albert after having lost their source of income. These measures are having an impact on 
food security, and in particular on food availability and access. Prices for the main food items and fuel have increased, while 
household incomes have fallen sharply as a result of the restrictions. Access to food is therefore becoming increasingly 
difficult, especially for poor households.  

Nutritional situation: A November 2019 MUAC screening exercise carried out in Djugu territory pointed to a concerning 
nutritional situation, with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) prevalence and moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) estimated 
at 7 percent and 15 percent, respectively (both above the acceptable threshold). 

Livelihood trends: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the local security situation, households in Djugu (most of which 
practice agriculture and some of which have been displaced to Mahagi) are reliant on food assistance and host families for 
their survival. Most of these households are working as agricultural day laborers for local farmers in Mahagi, while some 
organizations have also reported a small percentage resorting to prostitution of girls and begging.  

Food consumption: The food security situation in Djugu is already a cause for concern. According to the latest WFP Emergency 
Food Security Assessment (EFSA), which dates from May 2019, 28 percent of households were severely food insecure and 8 
percent were moderately food insecure. The proportion of households whose food consumption score was poor or borderline 
was estimated at 90 percent. Only 10 percent of households had an acceptable food consumption score. Some 80 percent of 
households in Djugu are farming households. Agriculture is the main source of income, with households selling their produce 
to the city of Bunia, the territory’s major consumption center. 
 
Humanitarian assistance: According to the Food Security Cluster, 518,267 people were identified as needing food assistance 
in Djugu territory between January and June 2020. However, food assistance only reached 239,509 of these people. Most 
humanitarian organizations opted to distribute assistance in the form of cash transfers due to access restrictions and logistical 
complexities stemming from the security situation in Djugu territory during this period. An estimated 191,306 people (80 
percent) received cash transfers so they could buy food, while a further 48,203 people (20 percent) received in-kind food 
distribution. In addition, 124,000 people benefited from interventions to support the resumption of agricultural activities in 
the territory. 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for June 2020 to January 2021 is based on the following assumptions: 

Agricultural production: Thousands of households became displaced during the previous growing season, fleeing the violence 
perpetrated by armed groups in the area. The number of farming households in Djugu and Mahagi territories has fallen 
sharply, and agricultural production, which was already below average, has declined further. The rise in violence and the 
determination by militia members to spread conflict across multiple territories is causing an increase in population 
movements. This situation could lead to farmers planting less land for the upcoming growing season in these territories, 
which are considered the breadbaskets of Ituri province. The season B  
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 harvest (expected in June 2020) and the season A harvest 
(expected in January 2021) could therefore both be below 
average. 
 
Markets and food prices: Supply chains are expected to 
continue operating at below-average levels due to the 
border closures following the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Violence by armed groups operating on the roads 
in Ituri province will affect local and regional supply chains 
and could cause price volatility and occasional supply 
shortages at markets, especially in the second part of the 
scenario period (October 2020 to January 2021), which 
coincides with the lean season. The corn flour prices shown 
opposite (Figure 7) point to an improvement in the situation following the seasonal price reduction in July 2020, with prices 
appearing to stabilize over the next six months. For this specific product, minimal disruption is expected to the functioning of 
markets in Goma.  

Population movements: Violence against civilians by militia members could increase throughout the scenario period amid 
ongoing disagreements within different armed groups, especially CODECO. This situation could result in an increase in 
population movements, potentially limiting people’s access to productive resources (including land) and other livelihoods.  

Humanitarian assistance: Although humanitarian activities began in 2020, the level of assistance is expected to fall short of 
needs, which will lead to the distribution of half-rations. WFP, which is the main provider of food assistance, is experiencing 
a shortfall, while the restrictive measures introduced to contain the spread of COVID-19 could make matters worse. 

General political situation: The current political situation is marred by uncertainty around the respective roles of the 
government and the Ituri provincial assembly. As a result, there could be a generalized outbreak of conflicts between 
communities, which would stop the resumption of agricultural activities in its tracks and prevent populations returning to an 
area long affected by intercommunity conflicts.  

Nutritional situation: The nutritional situation will likely remain concerning throughout the scenario period due to the 
expected limited availability of food locally and the fact that displaced households and other vulnerable households will have 
limited access to food.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
June to September 2020: Households have abandoned their farms and other livelihoods in the last two growing seasons 
because of the security situation and ongoing violence against civilians by armed groups. This has caused agricultural 
production in the crisis-affected zone to decline sharply. A significant proportion of the population of Djugu is living in IDP 
camps and with host families in Mahagi territory. These people are entirely reliant on humanitarian assistance for their 
survival. In addition, the restrictive measures to contain the spread of COVID-19 have deprived some households of their 
sources of income. This situation, coupled with already below-average production in an area affected by security concerns 
and mass population displacement, suggests that households could have difficulty accessing food in the short and medium 
terms.  

The percentage of households with poor food consumption could increase and households may be unable to meet their food 
needs without adopting negative strategies.  

From September, there may be a shortage of food stocks from households’ own production, which could adversely impact 
household food consumption, especially given the poor coverage of humanitarian assistance in this deficit area. Some 
communities on the shore of Lake Albert in Djugu territory have suffered repeated attacks by armed groups, including Drodro, 
Rethy, Mangala, Fataki, Liba, Jinga and Lita health districts. These areas are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and will remain 
so until October 2020.  

October 2020 to January 2021: From October onward, households that have resumed agricultural activities will be working 
hard tending to their fields. This period coincides with the peak of the lean season, which could begin early and be especially 

Figure 7.  Corn flour price projections (DCF/kg) in Goma  

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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difficult, as households may have depleted their food stocks and seen their income reduced. Households will adopt various 
coping strategies to meet their immediate needs, such as regularly migrating to peaceful territories and selling their 
productive assets, while the very poor will resort to begging. Djugu territory will move from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) into 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4). This will particularly be the case for communities on the shore of Lake Albert (Drodro, Rethy, 
Mangala, Fataki, Liba, Jinga and Lita health districts), which have been heavily affected by the security situation. Those health 
districts where the security situation is less concerning will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

 
Other Areas of Concern  
 
City of Goma 
 

The city of Goma is the capital of Nord-Kivu province. It is located in eastern 
DRC on the northern shore of Lake Kivu, immediately adjacent to the town of 
Gisenyi in Rwanda. It has an estimated population of 2 million people. Goma 
sits within livelihood zone CD11 (Rutshuru volcanic soils and agriculture). 

The city is a major consumption center and the hub for all traffic in eastern DRC, 
supplying fresh food to Kinshasa by air, as well as to other neighboring cities 
such as Bukavu in Sud-Kivu. 

Masisi, Rutshuru and Beni territories serve as the breadbaskets of the city of 
Goma. Beyond these territories, the city also relies on significant cross-border 
flows, especially of imported manufactured products and diverse foods from 
Rwanda and other countries in East Africa (Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda), as 
well as from elsewhere in Africa via the port of Dar es Salaam.  

 The main sources of income for urban households in Goma are trade (in all its 
forms), followed by domestic work and day labor. Thousands of the poorest 
households also depend on informal trade, given the city’s close proximity to 
Gisenyi in neighboring Rwanda. As in all consumption centers, Goma’s residents 
rely on markets for their supply of food. This balance has been disrupted since 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in DRC, and in Goma in particular. 

COVID-19: Nord-Kivu province reported its first case of COVID-19 on 27 March 
2020. By the end of June, there had been 89 cases across the province, with 81 
in the city of Goma alone.  

Impact of COVID-19 on livelihoods: The lives of many urban households have 
been severely disrupted by central and provincial government restrictions to 
contain the spread of COVID-19, including border closures, city-wide 
lockdowns, a ban on gatherings of more than 19 people, and more.  

Market functioning was disrupted at the start of the epidemic in mid-March, 
with unusually sharp price increases brought about by the speculative practices 
of traders rather than a shortage of supply. Dishonest traders were deliberately 
withholding products in order to create scarcity. The situation is shown in Figure 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8. Map of Nord-Kivu province 

 
  

Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 9. Nominal prices in Goma, November 
2019 to May 2020 (in CDF) 

 

  

Source: FEWS NET/Center for the Analysis of 
Development Indicators (CAID) 
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Markets are now functioning normally once again, with prices remaining 
relatively stable since mid-April 2020. Despite this observed price stability, 
households are still struggling to access food because of sharp losses of income 
and reduced purchasing power brought about by the weakening of the 
Congolese franc against the US dollar. 

Food basket cost trends for Goma reveal a sudden increase in March 2020 at 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. Prices fell in April and stabilized in May. 
The cost of a food basket was 22 percent lower in May than in March. As a result 
of this drop, a food basket now costs around the same as it did in the lean season 
between November 2019 and January 2020.   

Over the same period, the cost of a food basket has also remained stable or even 
decreased in Kinshasa and Lubumbashi. As mentioned previously, thousands of 
households in this zone are struggling to access food after losing their sources 
of income. These households are adopting more harmful strategies such as selling assets. In places, theft and even begging 
are on the rise. 

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario.  

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Ituri 
 
 

Complete surrender of armed groups 
and cessation of conflicts in Djugu 
territory  

In the absence of conflicts and atrocities by armed groups, 
displaced households could return to their places of origin and 
access their livelihoods. Crop farmers could regain access to 
their land and livestock farmers could bring back their herds.  

Compliance with no-fishing periods 
on Lake Albert  

Since fishing would be well regulated and no-fishing periods 
respected, normal fish breeding and normal catches could be 
expected during fishing periods.  

Exacerbation of the political conflict 
between the provincial assembly and 
the provincial government 

The normal onset of rains could allow the agricultural calendar 
to proceed on schedule and prevent households having to 
resort to succession planting to overcome this problem. 

Restoration of agricultural service 
roads 

This situation could lead to a generalized outbreak of ethnic 
conflict and the deterioration of the security situation, which 
could aggravate the proliferation of armed groups and 
increase population movements.  

 

 

Figure 10. Cost of a food basket in Goma, 
November 2019 to May 2020 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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MOST LIKELY FOOD SECURITY OUTCOMES AND AREAS RECEIVING SIGNIFICANT LEVELS OF 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE* 

 Current food security outcomes, June 2020 

Each of these maps adheres to IPC v3.0 humanitarian 
assistance mapping protocols and flags where significant 
levels of humanitarian assistance are being/are expected to 
be provided.   indicates that at least 25 percent of 
households receive on average 25–50 percent of caloric 
needs from humanitarian food assistance (HFA).  indicates 
that at least 25 percent of households receive on average 
over 50 percent of caloric needs through HFA. This mapping 
protocol differs from the (!) protocol used in the maps at the 
top of the report. The use of (!) indicates areas that would 
likely be at least one phase worse in the absence of current 
or programmed humanitarian assistance. 

 
 Source: FEWS NET 

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 2020 Projected food security outcomes, October 2020 to January 2021 

  
Source: FEWS NET Source: FEWS NET 

 

 

 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security partners. 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT  
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable 
responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at 
a most likely scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here.  

http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/cadre-int%C3%A9gr%C3%A9-de-classification
http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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