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Conflicts continue to disrupt household livelihoods in affected areas 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The main growing season (Season A, with harvests extending from 
January through March) is gradually getting underway with the 
planting of major food crops across bimodal areas of the 
Northeastern, Southeastern, and Central-Eastern regions. It is off to a 
slow and, in some cases, tentative start in conflict areas of the Kasaï 
region and Tanganyika province, where there has been very little 
return migration by displaced households, who represent 
approximately 20 percent of the rural population in these areas. 

• According to NOAA forecasts, cumulative seasonal rainfall totals 
across the country will likely be average with the exception of the 
Southeast that may be below-average, particularly Haut-Katanga 
province. This will likely lead to normal crop performance, with 
generally good harvests at the end of this growing season. 

• The increased presence of government troops in the Kasaï region has 
led to approximately 106,000 IDPs (7.5 percent of the internally 
displaced population of the region) to return home in the last 18 
months. This flow of return migration could come to a halt without 
timely assistance, which could trigger a cycle of continuous 
displacement. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes,  

October 2017

 

Source: FEWS NET 

The classification system used by FEWS NET is IPC-compliant. An 

IPC-compliant analysis follows major IPC protocols but does not 

necessarily reflect the consensus reached by national partners with 

respect to the food security situation.  
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http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/cadre-int%C3%A9gr%C3%A9-de-classification
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/1_IPC_Manual2_FR.pdf#page=24
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

 Current situation 

The humanitarian situation in the DRC is a continuing source of concern. 
To date, the violence in the Kasaï region and Tanganyika and Sud-Kivu 
provinces has displaced more than 3.9 million people, with close to half 
this number in the Kasaï region alone. This crisis in the DRC is one of the 
world’s most dire long-term humanitarian crises, with at least 8.5 million 
people across the country in need of assistance and protection and nearly 
2 million children at risk of severe acute malnutrition according to the 
UNOCHA. In addition, outbreaks of diseases such as cholera are affecting 
tens of thousands of people every year.  

Close to half a million Congolese citizens have sought refuge in neighboring 
countries, including 33,000 people fleeing to Angola and, more recently, 
another 3,400 crossing from Tanganyika and Haut-Katanga provinces into 
Zambia since September 2017. 

The situation has been even further exacerbated by the massive presence 
in the DRC of close to 564,000 refugees and asylum seekers from 
neighboring countries like Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan, and the Central 
African Republic fleeing the political instability in these countries. 

In spite of these mass population displacements, large numbers of 
refugees and DPs are reportedly returning to their villages, mainly in the 
Kasaï region, nearly all of which have been destroyed. The limited capacity 
of humanitarian organizations to assist these returnees is heightening the 
potential risk of new cycles of displacement and ethnic violence.  

The 2016/2017 harvest was relatively smaller than usual with the 
displacement of 20 percent of the rural population. The latest IPC analysis 
in June 2017 showed 7.7 million people experiencing food insecurity in the 
DRC, of which 4.3 million were concentrated in the above-mentioned 
conflict areas, with growing rates of food insecurity.  

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for October 2017 through May 2018 is based on 
the following assumptions with respect to nationwide conditions:   

• Rainfall: The NOAA is expecting average levels of rainfall for the 2017-
2018 “A” growing season (Figure 2), which would enable households 
to engage in normal seasonal farming activities, except in certain parts 
of the Southeast (former Katanga province) where current forecasts 
are for below-average rainfall. 

• Early lean season: With the very poor, well-below-average harvests 
from previous growing seasons in the Central-Eastern part of the 
country (the Kasaï region and Tanganyika province), households will have depleted their food stocks by the beginning of 
the first half of the outlook period, with the lean season getting underway earlier than usual, or by August 2017. 

 

 Most likely estimated food security outcomes for 

October 2017 through January 2018

 
Source: FEWS NET  

  

Most likely estimated food security outcomes for 

February through May 2018 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

 The classification system used by FEWS NET is IPC-compliant. An IPC-

compliant analysis follows major IPC protocols but does not 

necessarily reflect the consensus reached by national partners with 

respect to the food security situation.  

http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/cadre-int%C3%A9gr%C3%A9-de-classification
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/1_IPC_Manual2_FR.pdf#page=24


DRC Food Security Outlook October 2017 through May 2018 

 

  

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3 
 

• Agricultural season A: With the fall armyworm « Spodoptera 
frugiperda » infestation of maize crops since the 2016-2017 “A” 
season and its extension into the 2017-2018 “A” growing season 
already reported in certain parts of Nord-Kivu, Katanga, etc., there 
will more than likely be further attacks by fall armyworms 
throughout the 2017-2018 “A” season which has just gotten 
underway without pest control efforts by local farmers as a result 
of the continuing nationwide awareness-raising campaign 
mounted by the country’s partners (the FAO  in particular).  

• Assistance for returnees: The failure to take steps to provide 
assistance to DPs returning to their home areas could trigger a 
cycle of continuous displacement and remobilization of youths 
seeking refuge with armed militia groups. 

• New population displacements: With the fragile politico-
economic climate in the DRC, the failure to hold elections by the 
originally scheduled date could trigger demonstrations which, in 
turn, could potentially engender new population movements 
adding to the ranks of the country’s current displaced population 
of 3.8 million people. 

• Larger demand in Haut-Uélé province: The massive refugee presence from South Sudan would increase demand for the 
usual supply of food crops, which would distort food prices on markets in this part of the country. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 

 The entire southern part of the country will be in the midst of the lean 
season in the first half of the outlook period between October 2017 and 
January 2018, particularly the North-Central and Southeastern regions. 
Food security conditions in these areas will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 
2), except in the Kasaï region and Tanganyika provinces, which will 
remain in a state of Crisis (IPC Phase 3) requiring humanitarian 
assistance to save lives and preserve local livelihoods. 

The beginning of the harvest in the Northeastern and Central-Eastern 
regions in the second half of the outlook period, between February and 
May 2018, could bring relief to poor households, providing them with 
a supply of home-grown crops. On the other hand, the lean season in 
the Southeastern region will extend through April 2018, with a growing 
dependence on Zambia. 

The lack of available food stocks will sharply reduce the flow of food 
supplies to the Kasaï region faced with an earlier than usual lean season 
from neighboring provinces and territories serving conflict-torn areas 
since the beginning of the crisis in August 2016. Poor households 
relying mainly on temporary on-farm and non-farm employment at this 
time of year will be dependent on market purchases for their food supplies, while their purchasing power is steadily eroded.  
Without humanitarian assistance to this region, particularly food assistance, this part of Kasaï will remain in its current state of 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) for the entire outlook period in spite of the January harvest, which will be poorer than average. Thus, this 
region will remain in crisis. Certain households could start consuming green crops towards the end of January 2018. Households 
elsewhere in the country, particularly in the Northeast, will experience Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity during the outlook 
period.  

Figure 1.  Consolidated seasonal outlook: likely 

anomalies between October and December 2017 

Source: CPC/NOAA 

Figure 2.  Internal and foreign displacement 

 Source: FEWS NET/OCHA/UNHCR 
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Current situation 

Operation of markets  
Trends on major markets in the Kasaï region have been in line with 
the projections outlined in the last Food Security Outlook for June 
2017 through January 2018 published by FEW NET. In spite of the 
upward movement in food prices on major markets in Kananga in 
Central Kasaï and neighboring provincial capitals (Tshikapa and 
Mbuji-Mayi), private traders in the marketing network appear to 
have effectively dealt with this year’s atypical conditions. Ilebo, 
Mweka, and Demba territories and territories in Sankuru and 
Lomami provinces for East Kasaï (Kasaï-Oriental) have played a 
larger than usual role in supplying conflict areas. These larger trade 
flows could definitely affect the duration of food stocks in these 
source areas. 
 

Nutrition 

The nutritional situation in most health districts in this region is 
more or less the same.  There are growing numbers of cases of 
malnutrition as a result of the population movements creating food shortages and triggering outbreaks of diseases. The Wikong, 
Kamiji, and Kalenda health districts in East Kasaï will require a rapid assessment as soon as the security situation stabilizes due 
to the numerous nutritional problems in these areas according to provincial PRONANUT (National Nutrition Program) officials 
and Caritas. 

The data supplied by the latest multi-sectoral assessments shows that the nutritional situation in these areas is still precarious, 
with SAM rates of over three percent and GAM rates above 10 percent, which are indicative of a nutritional emergency. 

 

Household food consumption  
In spite of the availability of food products on major markets in the Kasaï region, an average of 80 percent of households in 
visited areas are affected by inadequate (poor and borderline) food consumption. Figure 4 better illustrates this situation.  
 
According to the findings by the EFSA conducted by the WFP in August 2017, over 80 percent of households in Demba, Dibaya, 
and Dibelenge territories are unable to personally meet their basic food needs and 72 and 66 percent of households in Luisa 
and Kazumba, respectively, have poor food consumption scores.  
 

Thus, the food security and nutritional situation is still alarming, with approximately 4.3 million people in Kasaï, Central Kasaï, 
and East Kasaï classified as food insecure by a multi-sectoral assessment conducted in August 2017. In addition, more than 
280,000 severely malnourished children are receiving no assistance whatsoever. 
 

Status of conflicts  
The conflict beginning in Central Kasaï and spreading throughout most of the region (Kasaï, East Kasaï, and Lomami) continues 
to disrupt local food and livestock markets. The fairly high prices of cereals in this outlook period are starting to negatively affect 
household purchasing power during the earlier than usual, ongoing lean season.  

 

Railway transport  
The main mode of transport in this region is by rail. The cutting of the Eastern line (Kananga-Mwene-Ditu-Kamina) at the 
beginning of the conflict has trapped over half of the (six) locomotives which are supposed to also service the Western part of 
the city of Kananga (the Kananga-Ilebo line), which now has only three of nine locomotives in circulation. This imbalance in the 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

Kasaï Region (including parts of livelihood zones CD19, CD22, CD23, and CD24) 

Figure 3.  Map of the Kasaï region   

 

Source: FEWS NET 

 

http://www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/DRC_June_FSO_Finalok.pdf
http://www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/DRC_June_FSO_Finalok.pdf
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transportation network has had a major effect on its ability to move supplies from surplus-producing territories to conflict-torn 
areas, resulting in a below-normal volume of supplies. 

 

Trade flows  
The civil security problems created by the various 
militia groups (Kamuina Nsapu, Bana Moura, etc.) 
have made traders hesitant to do business in 
affected areas, thereby increasing shipping and 
transaction costs throughout the entire affected 
area covering nearly three fourths of the Kasaï 
region. Since being declared a theater of 
operations in May 2017, the Kasaï region has seen 
new population displacements with the 
installation of check points along major roads 
throughout the area, further increasing the 
already existing petty controls and road 
harassment on major arteries in this region. 
Business on markets in Central Kasaï and 
neighboring provinces (trade in cereals, cash 
crops, and livestock) has been slower than 
average. The situation is only expected to worsen, 
making impacted areas dependent on indirectly 
affected provinces and territories (Demba, 
Mweka, Ilebo, Sankuru, and parts of Lomami). 
 
FEWS NET conducted a market study in April 2015 
which included the Kasaï region to gain a better 
understanding of the internal workings of markets 
for major staple foods in the eastern part of the 
DRC. Figures 4 and 5 better illustrate the current 
distortions in the operation of these major 
markets for staple foods due to the effects of the 
conflict on marketing channels. 
 
The red crosses on the map in Figure 5 show 
breaks in normal supply lines for this area. These 
breaks have significantly affected supplies in this area, limiting food availability and driving up prices on certain remote markets. 
 
Crop production  

The 2016/2017 crop year had two consecutive growing seasons (the A and B seasons) without sizeable harvests anywhere in 
the region, where local residents and certain returning DPs are trying to slowly resume their farming activities in a climate of 
fear. These DPs have a real need for assistance upon their return to their home villages, lacking the necessary inputs with which 
to effectively jump-start their farming activities (seeds, farm implements, etc.) 

 
Small stock-raising activities 
Small stock-raising activities, a typical source of food and income, have been completely destroyed by the conflict.  With the 
current looting and pillaging and the disruption to marketing networks, only 40 percent of these small animals are getting to 
markets in Kananga. 
 
 
 

Figure 4. Trade flows – Pre-crisis situation 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
Figure 5. Trade flows – Current situation (June – Sept. 2017) 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

http://www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/DRC_MarketFundamentals_20160111_508Compliant.pdf
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Humanitarian assistance 
With the current relative lull in the fighting in the Kasaï region providing better access for the humanitarian community, 
humanitarian actors are mobilizing to expand their operations beyond Central Kasaï province, the initial hotspot. To date, 
approximately 58 percent of the target population for the flash appeal for food security assistance issued by the United Nations 
in April 2017 or 425,414 people have been covered. This figure represents a mere 14 percent of the 3,032,841 people 
experiencing food insecurity in need of emergency assistance. This humanitarian assistance is being delivered by U.N. agencies 
such as the WFP, FAO, UNICEF, and the UNHCR and national and international nongovernmental organizations working with 
the government of the DRC. The WFP will continue to make scheduled deliveries of 555 gram food rations providing 2100 kcal 
to at-risk populations in Kasaï, Central Kasaï, and East Kasaï (Kasaï Oriental) through December 2017. The main focus for this 
humanitarian assistance is Central Kasaï and, more and more, Kasaï province with the latest outbreak of fighting in Kamonia 
territory. This latter area is seeing a new surge in armed conflicts and tribal fighting with the large presence of spontaneous 
returnees (13,406 returnees from Angola).  

According to the UNOCHA, part of the US$14 million “rapid response” package appropriated by the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) on October 6, 2017 will be used to provide assistance to residents of the Kasaï region. However, so far, the 
humanitarian response has fallen well short of meeting reported needs in this region. This is the reason for the actors’ 
unanimous decision to raise the current response level to U.N. Level L3 to help facilitate resource mobilization for this region in 
crisis. 

Only approximately 20 percent of funding needs have been met since the beginning of the year. One of the objectives of these 
appropriations is to improve living conditions for people facing a food crisis, in this case, by providing multi-sector emergency 
assistance to populations affected by the conflict in Kasaï and Central Kasaï provinces.   

 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for October 2017 through May 2018 in the Kasaï Region is based on the following assumptions: 

 

• Rainfall: According to agro-climatic forecasts by the NOAA, the rainy season will get off to a normal start, producing average 
levels of rainfall during the rainy season from October 2017 through January 2018 in the Central-Eastern region of the DRC, 
which includes the Kasaï region. 
 

• Food availability: With the lack of harvests for the two previous 2016/2017 A and B seasons in certain conflict-torn 
territories and below-average harvests in other areas, even with the ongoing harvests of cassava crops, food availability 
will more than likely fall well short of local needs, impacting food prices, which could trend upwards. 
 

• Crop production: In spite of the potentially good agro-climatic outlook for promoting average levels of crop production for 
the 2017-2018 “A” growing season, the fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) infestation of maize crops and degeneration 
of maize seeds could continue to affect local crop production in this area.  
 

• Fall armyworm infestation: Even with the new farmer awareness-raising campaign on pest management practices, the fall 
armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) infestation of crops in this region for the last two growing season will continue to cause 
damage to local crops, particularly maize, and could significantly affect yields of this crop without the implementation of 
strict control measures. 
 

• 2017-2018 “A” growing season: With the lack of or sharp reduction in crop production for the previous 2017 “A” and “B” 
seasons and the low incomes of poor households prompting them to resort to increasingly destructive survival strategies, 
many households will most likely plant smaller and smaller areas in crops due to their total lack or inadequate supply of 
farm inputs. 
 

In spite of the relative improvement in conditions in this region, farming activities in this area during the outlook period will 
be sharply limited by the continued existence of certain persistent pockets of fighting. 
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• Economic migration: The limited employment opportunities and high school drop-out rates among youths as a result of 
the conflict will more than likely produce a larger flow of economic migration by youths to neighboring provinces during 
the outlook period. Some of these youths could join the ranks of armed militia groups. Certain DPs from Kasaï have migrated 
to Tanganyika and are making progress harvesting lake sand, which is giving them an average weekly income of US$35.00.   
 

• Mining activities: In spite of the government restriction on artisanal ore mining activities and the falling international ore 
prices, there is likely to be a pick-up in illegal and informal artisanal ore (diamond) mining activities by youths working with 
the military or members of militia groups active in these mining areas.  
 

• Humanitarian assistance: The extremely limited humanitarian assistance provided to date in this first half of the outlook 
period beginning with an earlier than usual lean season covers a mere 14 percent of the food-insecure population. This will 
affect the very survival of populations in the Kasaï region. Without this assistance, the food security situation could be 
propelled into a more severe phase.  
 

• Survival strategy: With more than half the food supplies of poor households in the country’s Central-Eastern zone 

purchased on the market during the ongoing lean season, which got off to an earlier than usual start, these households will 

more than likely resort to increasingly destructive and irreversible strategies for obtaining food such as the sale of 

household assets, the earlier than usual sale of livestock and other productive assets, theft, begging, and even prostitution. 

This could continue to be the case for the entire first half of the outlook period. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 

October 2017 through January 2018 
Based on trends during the current earlier than usual lean season, without humanitarian assistance, conditions are liable to 
further deteriorate over the coming months. Households in the Kasaï region will resort to increasingly severe and destructive 
survival strategies such as selling capital goods, taking their children out of school, eating fewer meals, selling productive assets, 
and resorting to theft, economic migration, borrowing, etc. due to their limited food access. Certain poor households will change 
their eating habits, making up for the shortage of maize by replacing it with cassava roots. Certain natives of the Kasaï region 
have migrated to Tanganyika province, where they are basically reliant on temporary work mining lake sand, which is sold for 
use in construction work and on the beaches of Lake Tanganyika. These activities are giving them a weekly income of as much 
as US$35.00 (the proceeds from the sale of seven piles of sand at US$ 5.00 each). The share of households with inadequate 
(poor and borderline) food consumption scores, which was already at 80 percent in August 2017, could grow during the first 
half of the outlook period. These populations will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and could be propelled into an even more severe 
phase of food insecurity. 
 
February through May 2018 
The harvest for the 2017-2018 “A” growing season at the end of January 2018 will help improve household food consumption 
throughout the Kasaï region despite the shorter than usual duration of food stocks with a large share of the displaced population 
unable to gain access to their land and, thus, failing to produce any crops. Food prices on local markets could stabilize as of 
February 2018. With the poor crop production prospects in this region, it is expected to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
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Tanganyika Province in livelihood zone CD03 (Savanna surplus maize) 

Current situation 

Population movements  

According to the UNOCHA, 179,000 residents of Tanganyika were 
displaced in the first half of 2017, of which 149,000 were displaced in 
the first quarter alone. As of the end of June, there were more than 
557,000 people displaced in this province, the equivalent of close to 
20 percent of its total population and 23 percent of its rural 
population. 

There are reportedly steadily growing numbers of DPs, mainly in 
Kalemie Territory (47 percent) where there are ongoing population 
displacements. On the other hand, conditions in Moba Territory are 
more conducive for the return of former DPs. In all, there have been 
106,000 returnees in the last 18 months. 

 

The ethnic fighting between the Luba and Twa (a Pygmy group) in 
Tanganyika province has overshadowed Congolese army (FARDC) 
offensives against Mayi-Mayi Bakata Katanga groups in the so-called 
« triangle of death » in Manono, Mitwaba, and Pweto territories. 
These ethnic conflicts have escalated, spreading to all parts of Tanganyika province. These groups are continuing to clash and 
kill each other in spite of attempts at reconciliation.   

Many villages have been burned and most households are living with other equally destitute host families. A handful of IDPs are 
living in spontaneous settlements. In this climate of insecurity created, on one hand, by the ethnic fighting and, on the other 
hand, by the military operations launched against the armed militia groups, civilian populations are paying a very heavy price, 
with the impact of these population movements on food security conditions triggering an extremely sharp deterioration in 
household food consumption compared with the 2008-2014 average, reaching its peak in Nyunzu and Manono territories, the 
two initial trouble spots. Most DPs (87 percent) are living with host households, with only 13 percent living in spontaneous 
settlements.   

Crop production  

With the displacement of local households, 94 percent of which are farming households, to urban areas in the last six months 
without access to their land for the growing of crops for the “A” and “B” seasons, production levels were down sharply compared 
with the norm.  
 

Thus, the outcome of growing season “A” in this region is unpredictable and uncertain with the displacement of 23 percent of 
the rural population and entire areas devastated and deserted (Nyunzu, Kabalo, and Manono). This has significantly affected 
crop production and general belief is that the 43,000 households displaced during the current land preparation and planting 
period will be forced to skip the 2017/2018 “A” growing season. There are also reports of deforestation and brush fires in this 
area, particularly in Kabalo territory, and the rains have gotten off to a late start for the last two growing seasons. 

Plant diseases  

Maize crops in Tanganyika provinces have been ravaged by fall armyworm infestations causing severe damage to crops in 

general and, in particular, to maize crops in the vegetative growth stage. Cassava brown streak disease has also caused major 

damage to the few cassava crops in this area. These crop diseases are continuing to significantly affect both maize and cassava 

production, which are down sharply from normal production figures. 

Figure 6.  Tanganyika Province   

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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Markets and cross-border trade   

The limited food availability on local markets and 

heavy dependence on imports, mainly from cross-

border trade with Tanzania, have driven up staple 

food prices across-the-board in all parts of Tanganyika 

province (Figure 5).  Prices for staple foods (maize and 

cassava) in Kabalo and Nyunzu, for example, have 

reportedly nearly doubled in the last six months. The 

remoteness of both territories and the latest outbreak 

of ethnic fighting are also impeding the normal 

operation of markets in these administrative entities. 

In spite of the ban on maize exports by Tanzania, 

certain traders are still able to bring very small, well-

below-normal amounts of food across the border 

through informal channels.  

Food security 

The food security situation in livelihood zone CD03, which is comprised mainly of all of Tanganyika province and the northern 

portions of Haut Lomami and Haut Katanga, is still extremely concerning. According to the findings by the latest WFP assessment 

in July 2017, Tanganyika province has the highest rate of severe food insecurity, affecting 540,000 people representing 27 

percent of its total population.  

 

The WFP vulnerability assessment of July 2017 showed very high rates of persistently poor food consumption in this area, 

affecting close to 83.5 percent of the local population.  

Health conditions 

There have reportedly been outbreaks of measles in Manono territory and of water-borne diseases in Nyemba health district in 

Kalemie territory, both in Tanganyika, fueled by the limited access to health care and to a safe water supply in these areas. 

Cholera is endemic in Tanganyika province, where the current number of cases of this disease is up from figures for the last few 

years. With the beginning of the rainy season and the presence of approximately 100,000 DPs living in makeshift camps and 

schoolyards in and around Kalemie, there is a high risk of the spreading of this disease should living conditions deteriorate. MSF 

(Doctors Without Borders) teams in the Kalemie region are preparing to mount a vaccination campaign with local officials and 

will scale up their sanitation programs. Other teams are assessing the situation in Manono, Ankoro, and Kongolo, along the 

Lualaba River. 

Humanitarian assistance 

This area presents humanitarian challenges, with close to 557,000 internally displaced persons (IPDs) scattered throughout the 
province. Humanitarian assistance efforts have proven inadequate, reaching a mere eight percent of the population in distress. 
Donors are turning their attention away from these endless conflicts and certain actors are withdrawing from the area due to 
the chronic nature of the situation. 

Right now, the assumption is that there is very little humanitarian assistance planned for the outlook period and that it will not 
meet the needs of all populations in distress.  
 
For lack of any specific information on humanitarian assistance at this time, we are assuming that, as of now, it is nonexistent. 

 

Assumptions 

Figure 7: September 2017 prices for ground maize and imported rice in 

Kalemie, compared with the average and September 2016 prices

 

Source: FEWS NET calculations based on WFP data, 2017 
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The most likely scenario for October 2017 through May 2018 in livelihood zone CD03 (Savanna surplus maize) is based on the 
following assumptions: 

• Temporary employment: A large supply of cheap labor could drive down the daily wage rate for farm labor for the entire 

outlook period, with many landless and displaced households in the six territories in Tanganyika province offering their 

services as temporary farmhands as a way to survive.  
 

• Security level: In spite of ongoing negotiations to restore peace between the Twa and Luba in this area, security conditions 

will remain extremely volatile, with little change in the current situation. These conflicts will prevent local populations from 

having full access to their livelihoods during the outlook period. This situation is expected to impede the normal operation 

of local markets as far as food availability is concerned. Population movements (displacements) are expected to continue 

on a scale similar to their current level.  
 

• Flow of imported rice: With the restrictions on exports of food products by Burundi and Tanzania and the widespread food 
shortages in this area, previous rice imports from other areas such as Pakistan are likely to resume, in which case there 
should be adequate availability on local markets, with only slight rises in prices.   
 

• Maize prices: Maize harvests for growing season A will be moderately below-average as a result of the armyworm 
infestation in this area, which caused major damage to these crops. In addition, the population displacements triggered by 
the conflict will prevent certain households from engaging in farming activities for season A. Maize prices will continue to 
climb, fueled by the poor harvest prospects and limited access to imported maize. 
 

• Livestock sales: With maize and cassava production, the two dietary staples in this area, down by more than 70 percent, 
and given the effects of crop diseases and the armed conflicts between different ethnic groups, the main coping strategy 
of poor households in this area in the first half of the outlook period could be the sale of capital goods in general and small 
animals in particular.  
 

• Artisanal fishing activities: The lower wage rates for temporary farm work and nonfarm labor and increasingly limited 
temporary on-farm and nonfarm employment opportunities in this area will likely increase the use of Lake Tanganyika for 
fishing activities in the first half of the outlook period. 
 

• Armed groups: The limited availability of temporary employment and activities in this area at this time of year is likely to 
cause idle youths and young demobilized members of the armed forces and armed militia groups to enlist/re-enlist and join 
and/or rejoin “negative forces,” taking to the forest to pillage and extort goods from area households. 
 

• Military and police misconduct: With the food shortage in this area, soldiers and armed militia groups previously levying 
in-kind taxes on local households are likely to engage in pillaging and acts of theft, particularly thefts of local cattle. 

 

• Cross-border migration: The restrictions on exports of food products from Burundi and Tanzania to the DRC and the limited 
food availability in this area could cause two-way population movements between the DRC and Burundi to pick up in the 
first half of the outlook period, particularly in the case of households in border areas. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 
 

Based on the small volume of maize production from the last two growing seasons and the ban on exports by Tanzania,  
compared with a normal year, households are not expected to be able to purchase sufficient food supplies in the first half of 
the outlook period (October 2017 through January 2018), which happens to coincide with the lean season. Accordingly, food 
consumption by poor households could be reduced, though still minimally adequate. Household coping strategies could involve 
eliminating certain food groups and favoring less desirable foods meeting hunger needs more so than nutritional needs. 
However, there should not be any food consumption gaps. These households will rely on temporary day labor as their source 
of income. They will be unable to engage in nonfood spending, giving priority to covering the cost of food. These households 
are expected to resort to borrowing to settle delinquent tuition payments for their children and to cut back their spending on 
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health care. Thus, this area will remain in a state of Crisis (IPC Phase 3) throughout the first half of the outlook period, between 
October 2017 and January 2018. 

There should be an improvement in household food consumption with the harvest for growing season A in the second half of 
the outlook period (February through May 2018), which happens to coincide with the post-harvest season. There will be 
improvements in the quantity of household food consumption, as well as in dietary quality and a clear improvement in 
household income generation based largely on crop sales. This will enable households to meet nonfood expenses (for education, 
health care, etc.) The area’s heavy dependence on neighboring Tanzania and the ban on exports, combined with the limited 
assistance received from humanitarian organizations, will keep the area in a state of Crisis (IPC Phase 3), though with a smaller 
proportion of the population in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1: Possible events in the next eight months that could change the outlook  

 

Area Event Impact on food security conditions 

Tanganyika 
Province 
(LZ CD03) 

Suspension of fighting, 
stabilization of conditions in 
this area, and return of DPs 
to their home villages 

The 20 percent of area households displaced by the conflict will be able to 
resume their livelihoods and crop production, which should eventually 
improve food availability in livelihood zone CD03. 

Control of invading 
armyworms and cassava 
brown streak disease 

Improvement in the quality and quantity of crop production 

Large-scale deliveries of 
food assistance to this area 

Improvement in household food consumption and reduction in current 
malnutrition rates through a more nutrient-rich diet 

Lifting of the restriction on 
Tanzanian exports to the 
DRC 

Better food availability on local markets, eventually bringing down food 
prices 

Kasaï Region 

Suspension of fighting, 
stabilization of conditions in 
this area, and return of DPs 
to their home villages with 
the end of the conflict 

The 20 percent of area households displaced by the conflict will be able to 
resume their livelihoods and crop production, which should eventually 
improve food availability in this area. 

Effective resumption of rail 
traffic on the Mwene-Ditu-
Kananga line 

Improvement in food supplies and, thus, in food availability in this region, 
with shipments of food products from other countries (Zambia) 

Control of invading 
armyworms and cassava 
brown streak disease 

Improvement in the quality and quantity of crop production 

Large-scale deliveries of 
food assistance to this area 

Improvement in household food consumption and reduction in current 
malnutrition rates through a more nutrient-rich diet 
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ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 

To project food security outcomes over the upcoming eight-month period, FEWS NET develops a set of basic assumptions 
with respect to likely events, their effects, and the probable responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these 
assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to develop scenarios predicting food security 
outcomes. Typically, FEWS NET bases its projections on the most likely scenario. Learn more HERE. 

http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/d%C3%A9veloppement-de-sc%C3%A9narios
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