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Season A harvests in the northeast and southeast have improved food availability and access 

KEY MESSAGES  

• Growing season A harvests have been underway since 
mid-December 2018 in northeastern and central-eastern 
parts of the country. Compared with the previous 
growing season, average production is estimated, due to 
the good agroclimatic conditions in key production areas 
during the season. This situation could lead to an 
improvement in household food stocks.  

• Since late January 2019, following clashes in South 
Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has 
received an estimated 5,000 refugees in several villages 
in the Aru territory in Ituri. These follow the first waves 
of refugees still residing in the area and will place 
increasing pressure on local resources, which already 
face multiple agropastoral challenges.  

• The rainy season from October 2018 to March 2019 
started almost a month late in all southern African 
countries, including Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, 
with precipitation well below average. It is expected that 
the resulting projected below-average harvests will 
affect southeastern DRC, which largely depends on 
imports from these countries. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes, February 2019  
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current situation 

Elections: Despite the relatively peaceful post-election 
period in the DRC, the humanitarian situation continues to 
be precarious and highly volatile. This is mainly because of 
the ongoing conflicts between communities, non-state 
armed groups and Congolese security forces, in addition to 
the current socioeconomic challenges affecting the most 
vulnerable Congolese people.  

Security situation and population movements: According to 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), more than 4.5 million Congolese people 
are currently internally displaced, while nearly 814,975 
refugees have fled to neighboring countries. Several eastern 
DRC provinces, including North Kivu, South Kivu, Ituri and 
Tanganyika, have been hit by increased intercommunal 
violence and attacks by armed groups. Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF) and other militia attacks near Beni in North Kivu 
have even hampered efforts to address an outbreak of Ebola 
since early August 2018. According to UNHCR, there are 
546,123 refugees in the DRC from neighboring countries. 

Since 31 January 2019, following clashes in South Sudan, 
thousands of asylum seekers have arrived in villages 
throughout Ituri province in the DRC. According to 
information received from community leaders, 5,000 people 
have sought refuge in villages in Aru territory.  

In 2018, ADF and other militia attacks killed almost 235 
civilians around Beni, while more than 165 people were 
abducted by armed groups. In the same year, clashes over 
access to land and water between the Banyamulenge and 
Bafuliro ethnic groups and affiliated militias near Uvira in 
South Kivu also displaced more than 76,000 people. 

Despite the military offensive carried out by the Armed 
Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) with 
the support of the United Nations Organization Stabilization 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(MONUSCO) and its intervention brigade, attacks by armed 
groups and intercommunal violence continue. On January 
16, 2019, the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) announced that 
more than 890 people had been killed as a result of 
intercommunity violence in Mai-Ndombe Province between 
16 and 18 December 2018. Attacks and killings during clashes 
between the Banunu and Batende communities in several 
villages in Yumbi territory reportedly intensified following a dispute over the burial of a local chief. Thousands of people have  

Projected food security outcomes, February–May 2019 
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been internally displaced by the clashes and around 16,000 
people have taken refuge in the neighboring Republic of the 
Congo. 

In this chaotic climate of constant displacements, it will be 
difficult for affected communities to recover normally and 
engage in traditional agricultural work. 

According to an assessment by the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) on population movements in the last three 
years (2016, 2017 and 2018), conducted in seven central-
eastern provinces, including Kasai, Kasai-Central, Kasai-
Oriental, Lomami, Sankuru, South Kivu and Tanganyika, from 
22 February to 28 November 2018 in 137 areas, there are 
currently 2,964,264 displaced persons in these provinces, 
compared with 4,526,559 returnees. Most households were 
displaced in 2017 (58 percent). Approximately 55 percent of 
returnees were identified in Kasai-Central and Kasai. In both 
provinces, an estimated 2,500,000 individuals have returned 
to their villages following their displacement since 2016. 

In South Kivu and Kasai-Oriental, 37 and 30 percent of displacements, respectively, took place in 2018. Populations moved 
largely as a result of armed attacks (64 percent). Intercommunity conflicts have displaced almost 29 percent of the population. 
In addition, displacement resulting from the food crisis rose from 5 to 9 percent between 2016 and 2018. Affected populations 
mostly live in rural areas and depend on subsistence farming. A significant proportion of these households have missed one 
or two agricultural seasons and may start farming next season. 

Agroclimatology: The rainy season from October 2018 to March 2019 began almost a month late in all southern African 
countries, particularly Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa, with rainfall well below average. This situation suggests that these 
countries’ harvests will be poor, which is likely to affect exports to neighboring countries. This will have a particularly negative 
impact on the province of Haut-Katanga in the DRC, which is a poor area that imports almost 70 percent of its food, especially 
maize, from Zambia and South Africa. 

Ebola epidemic: The Ebola epidemic continues to affect people in the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri. As of 23 February 

2019, there were 864 registered cases, of which 540 resulted in death. However, the low level of security in affected areas, 

particularly in Beni, North Kivu, as a result of attacks by armed groups in the city center, has reduced efforts to combat the 

disease and continue agricultural activities. This may lead to a significant deterioration in food security in the medium term. 

Assumptions: 

The most likely scenario for February to September 2019 is based on the following assumptions at the national level: 

Agricultural production: 

• Rainfall: Good rain is forecast for growing season B from March to June 2019, allowing agricultural households to start 

the season as usual with planting from the beginning of the season in March 2019. The next major growing season 

(season A) will also start without delay in September 2019, with average precipitation levels estimated for the beginning 

of the season. 

• Crop diseases and pests: Although there has been no comprehensive and effective response to the various plant diseases 

known in the DRC in recent years, their impact on agricultural production has slowed or stagnated. This is because local 

farmers have been able to use basic methods to mitigate the threats posed by some of these plant pathologies. 

• Access to seeds and farming tools: Household access to quality seeds could be a major challenge. Seeds are 

degenerating, resulting in increasingly reduced yields. The gradual return of thousands of households could exacerbate 

Figure 1. DRC population movements  

 

Source: FEWS NET with data from OCHA and UNHCR 
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issue of accessing seeds, especially since many of these households missed more than two agricultural seasons during 

their displacement.  

Political and security situation:  

• Although the country’s political situation remains unstable, current political changes appear to be reassuring. In most 

cases, there are trends and promises of surrender by armed groups, notably in Maniema, Kasai, Ituri and South Kivu. 

New authorities emerging from the elections will contribute to gradual social stabilization and will encourage the 

progressive return of presently displaced persons and, as a result, access to their livelihoods. 

The return of displaced persons to their places of origin could continue, particularly in the provinces of Tanganyika, Kasai, 

Kasai-Central, South Kivu and Maniema. However, people may be reluctant to return to the provinces of North Kivu and 

Ituri due to the current conflicts.  

Markets and prices: 

• Value of the national currency: According to the national bank, foreign exchange reserves are rising and projected 

growth is 5.6 percent. This could affect the stability of the local currency. 

• Market supply and functioning: Food prices will be fairly stable thanks to average harvests in growing season A, which 

provided food for markets in the northeast of the country. From February to April 2019, prices will decrease, except in 

areas affected by population movements. However, markets are likely to experience supply disruptions, especially in the 

former Katanga region.  

• Food transportation: Despite damage to road infrastructure caused by heavy rain in growing season A, which increased 

transport costs of food from rural production areas, it is highly likely that use of this infrastructure will resume as normal 

from June 2019. This coincides with the end of the rainy season and the beginning of the dry season and will continue 

through the second period of the scenario, resulting in more frequent visits by transport operators to production areas, 

thus reducing food transportation prices. 

Most likely food security outcomes  

February to May 2019  

The effects of population movements will continue to be felt within households, particularly in Ituri, North and South Kivu, 
Tanganyika and Kasai provinces. It should be noted, however, that while there were significant return movements in these 
provinces from January to December 2018, the resumption of agricultural and other livelihood activities remains limited. As 
a result, the below-average production levels during growing season A in 2018–2019 and limited availability of basic food, 
including maize, rice, beans and cassava, could disrupt the functioning of the market. Households may resort to negative 
coping strategies until June 2019, when growing season B begins. Such strategies may include the sale of productive assets, 
removal of children from school, less meals per day, theft, economic migration, and debt, among others. Several households 
will take on seasonal employment, which could lead to lower costs and consequently lower incomes for poor households. 
Access to food will be limited during this period, when more than 50 percent of food consumed by poor households comes 
from markets. This will have a significant impact on food consumption and nutrition levels. As a result, these areas could 
remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

June to September 2019  

The second scenario period will coincide with the harvests of crops, such as maize, beans and peanuts, in growing season B 
(March–June). A large proportion of returnee households will be able to participate in this second agricultural season, which 
may increase the amount of land cultivated by agricultural producers and possibly lead to greater production. This could once 
again provide food for poor households that would normally depend on their own production.  

Given the low level of assistance received by agricultural households in the area, especially returnees, production in growing 
season B will be below average and the lean season will start earlier than usual at the beginning of August instead of 
September. The food security situation cannot improve, since food security results will not change with a less productive 
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season and the low level of assistance to date, the absence of which will not change the current phase. This is particularly the 
case in Kasai-Oriental Province, which received an influx of Congolese deportees from Angola. This area therefore remains in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and humanitarian assistance could be crucial. In addition, areas such as Ituri and North Kivu that are 
currently experiencing conflict and violence, as well as an Ebola epidemic, continue to face significant population movements. 
The situation in these areas will not improve and will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

 

AREAS OF CONCERN  

Tanganyika Province (Livelihood Zone CD03: Savannah Surplus Maize) 

Current situation 
 

Conflicts and population movements: Thousands of people have 
been displaced as a result of conflicts in Tanganyika Province since 
2016. These conflicts have mostly affected agricultural production 
areas across the province’s six territories, and attacks – in which 
food stocks are either looted or abandoned – are often perpetrated 
during the harvest period. In particular, inter-ethnic conflicts 
between the Twa and the Bantus in Tanganyika Province have led 
to socioeconomic disruption, which has affected main livelihoods. 
The Twa, who made up the agricultural labor force, rebelled against 
the Bantus, who have arable land. Armed groups formed on both 
sides and have proliferated due to weak state authority. 

These armed groups carry out killings and abuse of displaced 
people. Population movements are accompanied by village fires 
and loss of stocks. These movements thus prevent people from 
farming and harvesting for others who have grown produce. As a 
result, agricultural production was severely affected, as almost 
44,000 households that were displaced during the land preparation 
and planting period did not start agricultural season A in October 
2018. 

According to figures from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), by the end of 
November 2018, the province of Tanganyika had more than 442,415 displaced persons and 787,653 newly returned persons. 
This scale of displacement has had a significant impact on the food security of people in this area, as households displaced to 
urban centers and camps no longer have access to their land for cultivation. This situation has led to a sharp decline in 
production compared with a normal year, which is already reflected in the low supply of basic food to local markets. 

Agricultural production: All gross production estimates are low for Tanganyika Province and fail to meet provincial food 
requirements. This production deficit is more significant in the Nyunzu and Kabalo territories, which were once considered 
the province’s granaries. This has led to increased food imports from border countries (Tanzania, Zambia), where local 
markets are highly dependent on Tanzania’s exports. 

Seed degeneration: Household access to quality seeds is a major challenge. Most of the seeds used come from agricultural 
stocks (65 percent of households) and purchases (30 percent). Seeds are therefore degenerating, which is leading to 
increasingly reduced yields. 

Livestock farming: In the past, Tanganyika was a pastoral province. According to the Agriculture and Livestock Inspectorate, 
the province had more than 105,000 cattle in 1995. However, since the outbreak of conflicts in the DRC, Belgian farmers, who 
were the main investors in this sector, have abandoned many ranches and traditional livestock farming is currently practiced 
mainly in the Moba territory and the highlands of Marungu, Vyura and Manika around Kalemie. 

Figure 2. Map of Tanganyika Province 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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Livestock is also impacted by insecurity resulting from community conflict. To date, the province has around 8,000 head of 
cattle, more than half of which are around Kalemie for security reasons. This situation exacerbates the conflict between 
pastoralists and agricultural farmers in the region.  

Crop diseases: Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) continue to damage crops, especially maize, during the growing phase. 
However, information from the Provincial Inspectorate for Agriculture, Fisheries and Livestock (IPAPEL) indicates that 
armyworm-related crop loss has decreased significantly since last year. 

This is compounded by the cassava brown streak virus disease, which harms already-poor cassava production in this area. 
These crop pests and diseases significantly affect maize and cassava production, which exhibited a strong downward trend 
compared with a normal year. According to the evaluation report for the 2017/2018 growing season, there was a 20 percent 
deficit in maize production in this period compared with average production since 2013, even though the total area sown had 
increased. The average yield decreased from more than 1.14 tons per hectare to 0.67 tons per hectare.  

Rainfall disruption: Delayed rains and flooding are causing disruptions. From October to December 2018, rains were late in 
the Kalemie hinterland, while average rainfall during this period was more than 465 mm. During this crucial period of growing 
season A, rains were scarce, which severely affected crops. 

In March and April 2018, extreme rainfall led to rising water levels and flooded fields, villages and grain stores. According to 
a report from a joint mission of Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI), the Food and Agriculture Programme of the United 
Nations (FAO) and IPAPEL, more than 1,500 hectares of cultivated land belonging to some 900 households had been affected. 

Degradation of road and rail infrastructure: Agricultural production areas are difficult to reach by road and, due to armed 
groups, railways are dilapidated and unsafe. This situation discourages trade between different areas. Many producers do 
not have access to markets, which has a negative impact on agricultural production. 

Cross-border markets and flows: Low levels of self-sufficiency through local production is making agricultural households 
highly dependent on markets, thus increasing their vulnerability to price shocks.  

Low levels of local production means that markets depend on external supplies through cross-border flows, mainly from 
Tanzania. Given the instability of local currency against foreign currencies, commodity prices throughout the province are 
volatile. Isolation due to poor road conditions, as well as the outbreak of recent ethnic conflicts, hampers the normal 
functioning of markets in this area. In addition, restrictions on food exports from Tanzania remain in place, and traders who 
manage to cross the border do so through informal channels. 

Supply chain analysis shows a strong connection between the Kalemie and Moba territories (via Lake Tanganyika) and 
peripheral areas (especially the town of Tabacongo), in both of the bordering countries (Tanzania, Zambia). Since the Nyunzu 
and Kabalo routes which supplied Kalemie have been blocked due to insecurity, large consumption areas such as Kalemie 
depend heavily on Moba and neighboring countries. 

According to market research carried out by the World Food Programme (WFP) in November 2018, the main common market 
constraints are lack of access to credit, low personal capital and the high cost of transporting goods from the place of purchase 
to the market. 

Food security: Food security remains a serious concern in livelihood zone CD03, which covers the entire province of 
Tanganyika. 

The results of the Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) survey, published in March 2018 by WFP and other 
stakeholders, indicate that nine out of ten people could not meet their basic food needs without humanitarian assistance. 
The survey also revealed that more than 50 percent of the Tanganyika population is experiencing moderate food insecurity. 
These results are worrying, since this situation has continued for 10 years and the area has been in IPC Phase 3 for more than 
two years. According to this survey, 45 percent of households across all Tanganyika territories have a poor Food Consumption 
Score (FCS), which is indicative of the Emergency phase (IPC Phase 4), while 40 percent of households have a limited FCS. The 
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Dietary Diversity Score (DDS) is 4.7 (IPC Phase 3) and the Coping Strategies Index is 14, with the developmental index approach 
showing an increase in all territories compared with 2016 (IPC Phase 2). 

This situation is the result of civil insecurity in the area, which is plagued by intercommunity conflicts and clashes between 
armed groups, as well as natural disasters, including flooding, crop diseases and late rainfall. The losses of the last three 
agricultural seasons and successive looting resulted in the disappearance of food stocks.  

Coping strategies: Poor households are adopting negative coping strategies. Several of these households are reducing their 
number of meals from three, in normal times, to one per day during this period. The sale of investment assets, especially 
small livestock and household goods, is atypical compared with a normal year. Some households have decided to migrate to 
displaced persons camps. Cases of crop theft from fields were reported.  

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario from February 2019 to September 2019 is based on the following assumptions: 

• Security situation: Thanks to government and humanitarian aid efforts, the situation has been relatively stable since late 
2017, which has encouraged people to return. According to OCHA, from January to December 2018, more than 787,653 
displaced persons returned to their places of origin, indicating a current general trend toward returning. Ongoing political 
changes in the country and the establishment of new authorities at the national and provincial levels could also help 
bring peace to the province. These return movements also encourage the slow resumption of agricultural activities and 
the recovery of livelihoods in the areas concerned.  

•  Crop diseases: Although armyworm attacks on crops are not yet under control, farmers have taken measures to mitigate 
the impacts, including planting on time. This year, impacts are expected to be lower than those experienced last year. 

•  Growing conditions: Based on National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) agroclimatic information (from 
the maps below), forecasts predict below-average 
rainfall in parts of southern Africa until spring 2019. 
This may not have a major impact on agricultural 
production. 

• Market functioning: Prices are expected to be 
slightly above those of last year due to below-
average harvests in growing season A. The next 
harvest in growing season B will not be sufficient to 
alter this trend. In terms of import flows, Zambia and 
Tanzania both have export restrictions. As Tanzania 
has recently experienced a very good harvest, prices 
are estimated to be significantly below average, 
which should provide favorable conditions for 
exports to the DRC.  

 

Most likely food security outcomes 

February to May 2019: Although growing season A 
harvests will be higher than last season’s harvests, they 
will still be below-average during the first scenario period. This will lead households to continue relying on inadequate coping 
strategies adopted since December 2018, such as the reducing their meals from three to one meal per day, borrowing (debt), 
and favoring food over non-food expenditure. However, recently returned households will start preparing fields for the next 
growing season and seasonal employment opportunities may increase. During this period, food assistance for returning 
households and support to facilitate agricultural recovery will be crucial. The state of road and rail infrastructure during this 
rainy season will be the same as usual and trade flows will be disrupted. The area will therefore remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 
3).  

Figure 3. Projection of maize flour prices in Kalemie 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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June to September 2019: During the second period of the scenario, households will be in the agricultural production period, 
especially in June. Agricultural production, although still below average, may be higher than the previous season. Food stocks 
will be available at the household level and most households will be able to return to their normal livelihoods. During 
September, households will be able to withstand the lean season, given their level of food stocks. Some coping strategies can 
be used, such as reducing the number of meals, excluding some non-food items to allow for food expenditure, making 
cheaper and less enjoyable meals and increasing casual seasonal work. The area will therefore remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 

Kamonia territory, Kasai Province (Livelihood Zone CD25: Clay Soils with High Production of Cassava, 
Maize, and Cattle) 

Current situation 

Multiple conflicts and population displacement: Sporadic 
movements persist in some territories, including Kamonia, Mweka 
in Kasai Province and Demba, Dibaya and Kananga City in Kasai-
Central, following intercommunity violence and conflict. Added to 
this is the influx of people deported from Angola. Ongoing military 
operations in the region are gradually improving the security 
situation, contributing to the surrender and reduction of the range 
of militias, particularly in Kamonia, Mutena (Kamonia territory), 
Mweka (Mweka territory), Tshikula (Dibaya territory), Bena-Leka 
(Demba territory) and Kananga (city of Kananga). This is increasing 
the rate of return of displaced populations to the Kasai region. 
Tensions between indigenous peoples and deportees are also 
ongoing. Some deportees strongly disagree with the treatment 
and behavior of tribal host populations (Luba, Tshokwe, Pende, 
Tetela). According to OCHA, between October and January 2019, 
the DRC hosted approximately 402,000 Congolese deportees from 
Angola in various border regions. Almost 20 percent of deportees 
are reportedly living in public places such as churches, schools and 
abandoned houses or buildings. According to the IOM report on 
population movements published in November 2018, 141,643 
deportees were registered in Kamonia territory. To date, around 
620,000 people have returned to health districts in Kamonia, Mutema, Kamwesha and Tshikapa territories. 

Agriculture: The 2019 growing season A began early in August 2018. The main harvests take place in early January 2019 in 
most of the Kasai region, with agricultural production generally improving compared with the previous growing season B, 
according to key sources. This suggests that current household stocks could easily cover food needs in January and February 
2019, especially in production areas such as Mweka, Demba and Ilebo. This improvement in production is linked to good 
rainfall since September 2018, as well as control of the security situation in much of the region, which is encouraging the 
gradual return of populations to their places of origin. Current harvests could continue until February 2019, especially in areas 
that started harvesting late in the agricultural calendar. In Kasai-Central, agricultural households received support from 
humanitarian organizations, which increased the average cowpea yield from 250 or 300 kg to 350 kg per hectare this season. 
However, access to land remains a problem for non-native persons in the Kasai region, particularly displaced persons and 
deportees.  

Road and rail infrastructure: Market supply remains a problem in the region due to poor road conditions which make it 
difficult to access production areas such as Mweka, Ilebo, Kazumba and Luiza. The lack of railway networks exacerbates this 
inter-provincial trade situation. With the opening of the Muania Mbulu cross-border road in Luiza, trade is gradually returning 
to the region.  
 

Market functioning: Markets in Kamonia and Tshikapa are supplied with maize and cassava from two major production basins 

in the Mweka and Luiza territories. Markets in Kamonia territory (city of Tshikapa) are also supplied with products from 

Angola, the city of Kinshasa and other territories, including Ilebo. Prices for main products show a decline during the strong 

harvest period, which began in early January 2019. Compared with November 2018, maize grain prices fell by 47 percent 

Figure 4. Map of Kasai Province 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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from CDF 1,500 to 800 in the second half of December 2018. However, purchasing power remains very low, especially for 

households that receive deportees or displaced persons, despite the availability of food on the main markets during this 

period. Cassava prices are also rising due to a lack of this product on the market following heavy rains since December 2018, 

which have meant it cannot packaged properly. The Kamonia and Tshikapa markets still open daily. The main products sold 

in these two markets are maize (flour and grain), cassava chips, rice, palm oil, redskin peanuts, vegetable oil, beans and 

manufactured products. 

 
Food consumption and access: Household food security remains a concern despite the strong harvests in growing season A. 
This is due to the lack of involvement of a large number of displaced households during the first part of this growing season 
and also the presence of evicted people in the region, which has a negative impact on the local economy. Given the low level 
of production, it is difficult for households to access basic food, especially returnees and deportees. According to estimates, 
around one in two households has poor food consumption, meaning they are consuming food from less than four of eight 
food groups. In addition, they are resorting to negative strategies that put household food security and livelihoods more at 
risk. 
 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario from February 2019 to September 2019 is based on the following assumptions: 

• Security situation: There are still some pockets of 
resistance linked to intercommunity conflicts in the 
Kasai region. However, there has been a gradual 
improvement in security since January 2018. 
Ongoing military operations reduce the range of 
militia activity and, with the country’s current 
political situation, there are surrender movements of 
the Kamuina Nsapu militia. This will have a greater 
impact on the return of displaced households. 

• Agroclimatology: Weather forecasts show normal 
rainfall from February to June 2019 in the Kasai 
region. This could improve agricultural production 
during the second season, which coincides with the 
second scenario period (June–September 2019). 

 

• Agricultural production: With the improvement of 
the security situation in the Kasai region, the rate of 
household participation in agricultural activities 
could rise. This suggests that agricultural production 
during season B could be better compared with season A of the same agricultural year. However, one agricultural season 
alone will not make up for the production deficit recorded since 2016, so expected output for the current agricultural 
year is below average. 

 

• Household stocks: Strong ongoing harvests will temporarily ensure the availability of food at the household level. 
However, since many households did not participate in agricultural activities during the first 2018–2019 growing season 
A in the Kasai region, production was low in terms of regional needs. Production will therefore not be able to cover more 
than two months of household food needs. Regional supply is determined by the volume of imports by traders to supply 
markets or by food assistance in order to support household-level food access during the last three months of the Most 
Likely scenario 1 (ML1) period and the last two months of the second ML2 period. 
 

• Markets and prices: Prices of main food items will continue to fall in February 2019 as a result of strong harvests in 
growing season A. However, from March 2019, prices may rise and stabilize around the second half of May 2019 thanks 
to green harvests in growing season B, the main harvests in June and July 2019, and may continue to rise toward August 
and September 2019. 

Figure 5. Projection of maize flour prices in Tshikapa 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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On average, 90 percent of staple foods sold to Tshikapa come from surplus production areas such as Mweka, Luiza and 
Ilebo. It should be stressed that the sharp fall in prices from November to December was due to positive agricultural 
recovery in those areas where repatriated agricultural households have been able to resume their activities during 
growing season A. With the recent recovery, prices are expected to be above average by May. Prices will move closer to 
average levels between May and September thanks to expected good harvests in growing season B. 

 
  

Most likely food security outcomes 
 
February to May 2019: Overall, the security situation in the Kasai region is relatively stable and is encouraging displaced 
persons and deportees to return to the region from Angola. This will affect the food security situation of households in host 
areas. Current agricultural season A production, which is already below average, may not cover more than two months of 
household food consumption. Faced with high demand in the region, household food consumption could deteriorate in 
March, April and May 2019. A small improvement in agricultural households’ food security could be expected following green 
harvests in growing season B, which could take place around the second half of May 2019. The Kasai region will therefore be 
in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) during this first scenario period (February–May 2019). 
 
June to September 2019: Given that half of the second part (ML2) falls in the strong harvest period in growing season B (June 
and July 2019), households’ food security and nutrition situations could improve. Thus, production during growing season B 
will be better than in growing season A of the same agricultural year, with a good participation rate among agricultural 
households and good rainfall forecast in the region. However, during the last two months of the second scenario period, 
household food security may deteriorate due to the food deficit observed since 2016, with production of two successive 
growing seasons below the 2013–2015 average. The region may therefore remain overall in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) during this 
second period of ML2 (May– September 2019) even though some territories are Stressed (IPC Phase 2) or Minimal (IPC Phase 
1). 
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE SCENARIO 

Table 1. Possible events over the next six months that could change the most likely scenario. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Tanganyika Exacerbation of community 
conflict and return of 
hostilities between 
communities 

This could lead to further displacement, which will weaken and/or 
destroy recovering livelihoods. This situation could also destabilize 
trade flows with serious impacts on market prices.  

Tanganyika Climate disruption Excess and/or lack of rain could affect agricultural production to the 
extent that it causes loss of seeds or flooding. 

Tanganyika Large-scale crop disease 
resurgence 

High proliferation of plant pathologies, particularly maize armyworm, 
could impact agricultural production and thus reduce the yield and 
availability of food in this still-fragile food security zone. 

Kasai Challenging election results in 
favor of a new president from 
the Kasai region 

This could cause hostilities to resume, once again displacing populations 
which will weaken and/or destroy recovering livelihoods. This could 
further dishearten agricultural households and exacerbate the already-
fragile food insecurity situation.  

Kasai Deterioration of transport 
infrastructure 

This could also have a negative impact in the region and could weaken 
inter-territorial trade.  

Kasai Climate disruption Excess or lack of rain could affect the growing cycle. 

Kasai New influx of displaced 
persons or deportees 

High pressure on livelihoods. 
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FOOD SECURITY OUTCOMES, ASSUMING A LACK OF FOOD ASSISTANCE DURING THE PROJECTED 
PERIOD* 

Projected food security outcomes, February–May 2019 Projected food security outcomes, June–September 2019 

  
Source: FEWS NET Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of national food security partners.  

*Current IPC v3.0 protocol requires that a second set of projection maps be created to indicate the most likely food security outcomes in the absence of the expected effects of humanitarian 

food aid. This protocol is being revised and could change. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes over the next eight months, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects 
and the probable responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local 
livelihoods to develop scenarios for food security outcomes. FEWS NET usually outlines the most likely scenario. To learn more click 
here.  

 

http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/cadre-int%C3%A9gr%C3%A9-de-classification
http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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