
 

   

FEWS NET DRC 

fewsinquiry.drc@fews.net 
www.fews.net/drc 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily 
reflect the view of the United States Agency for International Development or the 
United States Government. 

 

 
 

  

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO  
Food Security Outlook 

October 2018 to May 2019 

Conflict continues to disrupt household livelihoods in affected areas 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The 2018-2019 growing season A started in the northeastern and 
central eastern parts of the country in the midst of the continuing 
security crisis, with the sowing of the staple crops, including maize, 
groundnuts and beans. Although normal rainfall is forecast, access 
to agricultural inputs and insecurity are a constraint on the 
resumption of a normal season, especially for the thousands of 
returning households.  

• As at August 2018, some 514,251 people were newly displaced in 
the provinces of Maniema, Ituri, North Kivu and South Kivu, 
according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). This new displacement, which took 
place at the beginning of the growing season, could deny almost 
100,000 farming households access to land and affect the level of 
agricultural production in these surplus areas and thus household 
food consumption. 

• In the Kasai region, there has been a significant influx of Congolese 
people expelled from Angola since early October 2018. 
Approximately 329,000 people had been recorded by 26 October 
2018. They are scattered across the border territories of Kamonia 
and Luiza, putting significant pressure on local resources. This 
situation requires emergency humanitarian assistance to save lives and resume the process of their social reintegration.   

• With regards to the epidemiological situation of the Ebola virus disease, the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri reported 
276 cases, including 175 deaths, on 29 October. This epidemic could begin to affect the livelihoods of populations in 
affected areas already weakened by protracted armed conflicts.  

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current situation 

Insecurity and displacement: The Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), with its unique situation of complex and protracted crisis, continues 
to face an alarming and unprecedented humanitarian situation. The 
resumption of hostilities by armed groups on several fronts and 
intercommunity violence in the eastern part of the country are paving the 
way for an uncertain future for those areas plagued by continued 
population displacement. This is the case mainly in Ituri, Maniema and the 
Kasai region. This situation has limited household access to resources and 
the accessibility of humanitarian assistance. 

The DRC has experienced the largest volume of new displacements 
worldwide over the past year, with 1.4 million people fleeing their homes 
in Kasai alone. The total number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
the DRC is currently estimated at 4.49 million, representing the largest 
internally displaced population in Africa. According to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), almost one million Congolese 
people (811,000) have taken refuge in neighboring countries. Political 
instability in neighboring countries also continues to drive the movement 
of new refugees to the DRC from Southern Sudan, Burundi and the Central 
African Republic. UNHCR estimates that more than 541,702 refugees on 
Congolese soil at any time share the same resources and livelihoods with 
local peoples. 

The expulsion of Congolese people from Angola: Since the beginning of 
October 2018, the DRC has witnessed the expulsion of Congolese people 
accused of illegal immigration to Angola. According to the multi-sector 
assessment conducted in the Kasai region, 329,000 people have been 
expelled from northern Angola and have entered the DRC via the border 
crossings at Kamako in Kasai and Kalamamuji in Kasai Central. With porous 
borders, other Congolese people who returned voluntarily have been 
received in these areas, which may increase the number expelled from 
Angola. Upon their arrival, these expelled people are scattered across the 
villages surrounding the entry points. 

The Ebola epidemic: Present in the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri since 
the beginning of 2018, Ebola may begin to disrupt the populations’ 
livelihoods in this difficult lean season. 

Markets and prices: In the former Katanga Province, there has been a 
significant increase in the price of corn flour since last September. The 
region relies on maize from Zambia for almost 70 percent of its supply. 
This situation can be explained by the measures taken by the Zambian 
Government to restrict imports of this product in order to conserve its national reserves. In Lubumbashi, for example, a 25 kg 
sack of maize sold for XAF 14,500 the previous month increased to XAF 30,000, or 107 percent in one month.  

Agriculture: In terms of agricultural constraints, Fall Armyworm has been reported in more than 22 provinces in the country 
is still widespread without an effective response to date. The same is true of the variegated grasshopper in the far north-east 
of the DRC (territories of Aru and Buta), which continues to decimate crops.  

 Projected food security outcomes, October 2018 to 

January 2019

 

Source: FEWS NET  

  

Projected food security outcomes, February to May 

2019 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

 The FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible 

analysis follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect 

the consensus of national food security partners. 

http://fews.net/ipc
http://fews.net/sites/default/files/uploads/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24


DRC Food Security Outlook October 2018 to May 2019 

 

  

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3 
 

According to estimates from the latest harvest assessment for June 2018, the DRC has a cereal deficit of around 11 million 
tons that represents only one third of this deficit. This concerning situation is mainly caused by multiple intercommunity 
conflicts and tensions resulting in the displacement of populations and is compounded by the various pests affecting crops. If 
this situation persists, affected populations could be trapped in a vicious cycle of food insecurity. 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for October 2018 to May 2019 is based on the following assumptions at the national level:  

• Rainfall: Weather forecasts show an improvement in rainfall in the area 

for the October 2018 to March 2019 period. There could be some 

anomalously heavy rainfall in the center-east and the far north-east as 

shown in the figure opposite. Overall, these forecasts should favor a 

normal growing season throughout the country. 

 

• Growing season A: Despite agroclimatic forecasts that would favor a 

normal agricultural season, new population displacements in Maniema 

and Ituri, as well as the massive influx of people expelled from Angola in 

the southern part of Kasai after the start of the growing season, could 

reduce household access to the fields for this growing season. 

Moreover, households do not have all the agricultural inputs required 

to plant as normal.  
 

• Ebola epidemic: Despite efforts to contain the Ebola outbreak in North 
Kivu and Ituri through medical care and humanitarian assistance for 
case contacts and restricting access to the route to Mangina, which lies 
at the epicenter of the outbreak of the disease and is the main supplier 
of rice and plantain to Beni province, as well restrictions on the Kasindi 
route due to insecurity, the food situation in the area could deteriorate 
over coming months. Consequently, a gradual increase in food prices in 
the Beni area is to be expected over the next three months.  

• Support for returning/expelled people: In the absence of humanitarian 
assistance for the 329,000 people expelled from Angola in the Kamonia 
area, which already hosts displaced persons and which has been in 
need of food assistance since the start of the crisis in the Kasai region in 
2016, the food security situation is expected to worsen.  

• Early lean season: Given the very poor harvests of previous seasons in 
the eastern central part of the country (Kasai region and Tanganyika), 
which were lower than average, households will have exhausted their 
food stocks at the start of this first scenario period. It is highly likely 
that the early start to the lean season in August 2018 could, from 
November, lead poor households to develop increasingly damaging and 
irreversible survival strategies throughout the eastern part of the DRC.  
 

• New population displacements: In the context of the country’s fragile 
political and economic situation, the failure to comply with the 
electoral timetable on the date initially planned could lead to demonstrations and in turn to new population movements, 
adding to the 4.49 million people already displaced in the country. 

Figure 1. Seasonal Forecasts: October to 

December 2018 

 

Source: NOAA/CPC 

Figure 2. Seasonal forecasts: January to March 

2019 

Source: NOAA/CPC 
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• Markets and prices: According to the report published last September by the Development Indicators Analysis Unit 
(CAID), of the ten products monitored, compared with August 2018 prices, prices were stable for three commodities 
(beans, vegetable oil and salt) and increased for two, by 21 percent (local rice) and 11 percent (goat meat). Conversely, 
there was a decline over the same period, specifically for palm oil (-7 percent), corn flour (-6 percent), cassava flour (-33 
percent), imported rice (-18 percent) and sugar (-8 percent). The exchange rate remained stable compared with the 
previous month, averaging 1,589 Congolese francs to 1 US dollar. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 

October 2018 to January 2019: During the first half of this outlook period (October to November 2018), the populations of 
the northeast and central east parts of the country will be at the peak of the lean season, which occurred earlier than usual. 
The low household stocks from the previous season will be depleted and households will depend mainly on market 
purchasing as a source of supply, with prices subject to seasonal variations. The end of this period (December) will coincide 
with the first food crop/green harvests, in particular of maize, groundnuts and beans, which could facilitate access to food 
and improve household food consumption, thereby placing these areas under Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food insecurity. 
Furthermore, the Ebola crisis in North Kivu and Ituri, which is already beginning to affect the livelihoods of the populations in 
the affected areas, could lead to a more difficult situation than usual, placing these areas in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). Agricultural 
labor will be critical for poor households.  

Conversely, in the south of the Kasai and Kasai Central provinces, there will be increasing pressure on the poor harvests due 
to the presence of almost 329,000 Congolese people expelled from Angola, who will not have had the opportunity to work 
during this growing season. During this period, humanitarian assistance will be crucial in this area, which could drop into a 
worse phase in the absence of such assistance, placing the area in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

February to May 2019: This second outlook period will continue with the harvests of growing season A in both the northeast 
and central eastern parts of the country until early-March 2019. There may be an improvement in food consumption for a 
number of households that, at this time, will depend on their own output. Some areas that were in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) may 
become Stressed (IPC Phase 2). This will be the case for livelihood zone CD07 in Maniema and parts of Haut-Katanga (Pweto 
and Mitwaba). 

Much of the eastern part of the country could be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), in particular Kasai and Kasai Central, parts of 
Tanganyika and Haut-Katanga (Pweto and Mitwaba), the Beni region and Djugu territory. Other areas in the south, including 
former Katanga, will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 

The second half of this period (April to May) will cover the peak lean season after stocks from the previous season have been 
depleted.  
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AREAS OF CONCERN 

Kabambare and Kasongo territories – CD06 & CD07 

Current situation 

Security situation and population movements: Security constraints against a backdrop 
of the proliferation of armed groups and militias constitute an obstacle to agricultural 
work. For several years, the influx of displaced populations into Maniema has been a 
direct consequence of repeated armed conflicts in neighboring provinces. However, 
between June and August 2018, the province witnessed an increase in violence due to 
multiple incursions by militia forces, who have expanded their operations to the west of 
Salamabila in Kabambare territory to the territories of Kasongo and Kibombo, which 
were previously stable. In central Maniema, more than 15,000 IDPs fleeing the clashes 
between the DRC armed forces and the Thoms Coalition have arrived in the territories 
of Punia and Kailo since early July 2018.  

 According to OCHA, the province received more than 66,900 newly displaced persons 
(between June and August). In the south of the province, Kabambare territory, clashes 
are almost daily, with more than 53,000 people recorded on the Lulimba–Salamabila 
route and around 31,000 people displaced during September 2018 in the Kasongo and 
southern Kabambare territories.  

According to the latest Provincial Inspectorate for Agriculture, Fisheries and Livestock (IPAPEL) report, approximately 8 
percent of the population of Maniema territory has been displaced, most of whom are believed to be in the territories of 
Kasongo, Kabambare and Kibombo, which are the breadbaskets of the province. IDPs in these territories constitute almost 22 
percent of the agricultural population, particularly in the Kasongo and Kabambare territories. 

Agricultural production: Growing season B (March-June 2018) suffered a disruption in the crop cycle as a result of the poor 
distribution of rainfall observed between February and September 2018. This affected production in growing season B 
according to key informants. The main agricultural constraints cited by households are the lack of agricultural tools, pests and 
plant diseases, and the deficit in better seeds.  

The gradual abandonment of agricultural activities in favor of mining activities over the last decade is also limiting the normal 
development of agricultural activities in the area, which is having a significant negative impact on the level of agricultural 
production in this province. According to United Nations Development Programme, although young people make up more 
than 55 percent of the working population, they are moving toward artisanal mining. 

Manioc mosaic and cassava brown streak virus disease are still present on the Kipaka–Pangi route and the impact of these 
pathologies on cassava production is still poorly understood. The information collected in the focus groups indicates that one 
in four farming households estimate that agricultural production will be lower than in the previous year due to the 
aforementioned problems. According to the assessment report for the 2017-2018 growing season, maize production in 
Maniema fell by 63 percent compared with the previous growing season, while cassava production fell by 28 percent. 
Conversely, rice production has increased by about 27 percent as a result of the efforts of the Integrated Agricultural 
Rehabilitation Programme in Maniema (PIRAM) to support this crop. 

Livestock: Maniema Province in general and the territories of Kabambare and Kasongo in particular are not livestock-farming 
areas. However, traditional small-scale livestock farming is practiced there, with a prevalence of smallstock (pigs, goats and 
sheep) and poultry. This livestock is affected by recurring diseases, such as pseudo-avian influenza (recurrent every year), 
which may have caused more than 60 percent of losses last year. African swine fever virus and vaginitis are also present in 
the area.  

Trade flows and road and rail infrastructure deterioration: A railway links Kindu and the provinces of Katanga and Kasai 
Oriental. After several years of being impassable, this railway was partially restored and brought back into service in early 
2004, but traffic remains irregular and rail traffic is regularly attacked by armed groups. Areas of agricultural production are 
difficult to reach by road and the railway is dilapidated and unsafe. This situation does not facilitate trade between different 

Figure 3. Maniema Province 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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areas. Many producers do not have access to markets. Both administrative obstacles and poor road conditions affect market 
prices and manufactured goods are sold for very high prices compared with other provinces. 

Prices and markets: The markets in Maniema Province are characterized by high price volatility due to difficulties in supplying 
the province and low levels of agricultural production. Most rural markets in the province are very small and the volume of 
transactions is small. In general, producer prices are very low at harvest time and consumer prices are very high during the 
lean season. Furthermore, the disruption of certain communication routes, in particular the road from South Kivu Province to 
Maniema Province since the first quarter of 2018, has also contributed to the increase in commodity transport prices. 

Food security and food consumption: In 2013, following unstable food security, an Emergency Food Security Assessment 
carried out by World Food Programme (WFP)-PIRAM-CARE revealed a concerning food security situation in Maniema 
Province. The results of the study indicated that 42 percent of households were in severe or moderate food insecurity. 

This situation appears to be worsening over time, especially as a result of the current crisis in the province. Indeed, the report 
on an inter-cluster assessment mission to Kabambare territory in June 2017 shows that 82 percent of surveyed households 
have poor or borderline food consumption and 62 percent of households have a food diversity score below 4.5, i.e. poor food 
diversity. The same assessment also shows that all households in the area use stressed or emergency survival strategies. 

An evaluation carried out by Caritas/Kasongo and its partners in December 2017 in Kabambare and Kasongo revealed that 
the level of food stocks is low at the household level, increasing the food deficit among households with unstable sources of 
income. A number of displaced households, returning migrants and residents are resorting to debilitating coping as a survival 
strategy, putting their lives at risk. According to the same report, 89 percent of households are experiencing food insecurity. 

Humanitarian assistance: Humanitarian assistance throughout this area of concern remains low, below 5 percent of needs. 

Only Christian Aid and its partners have assisted some 2,000 households with seeds and agricultural inputs in Wamaza in the 

Kabambare territory. Through the NGO World Vision, the WFP provided supplies to 42,000 vulnerable people from Chuki and 

Penemende in Kabambare territory with supplies in August 2018; a second distribution of supplies was cancelled in 

September as a result of security constraints in the area. 

 

Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for October 2018 to May 2019 for the CD06 and CD07 livelihood zones (LHZ) is based on the 
following assumptions: 

• Growing season: Despite good agroclimatic outlooks, production could be low compared with normal standards for the 

staple food crops since many displaced households have missed growing season A (September 2018 to February 2019). 

Households that have engaged in this agricultural activity will face external factors such as plant diseases that are not yet 

under control. In addition, returning and displaced households will have difficulty accessing land and seeds, which could 

limit the development of agricultural activities. The areas most affected by population movements are mainly agricultural 

production areas. 

 

• Developments in the conflict and the security situation: The development of the current conflict does not bode well for 

good short-term outlooks. There is currently a coalition of armed groups (Yakotumba and Malaika) and several other 

dormant factions of the Mai Mai of Maniema (Absi, Simba, etc.) under this alliance, all of whom have multiple demands. 

The lead-up to the election period could also see increased insecurity in this area of concern and increased population 

movements.  

 

• Road and rail infrastructure: During the outlook period, road and rail infrastructure is unlikely to improve as the roads 
will likely deteriorate further during this period of heavy rainfall and attacks by armed groups on rail convoys will likely 
continue. 

• Markets and prices: The poor availability of food products at markets will continue, resulting in increased prices for 
staple foods. 
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Most likely food security outcomes 

October 2018 to January 2019: The season A harvest period will start in January in the Kabambare and Kasongo territories. 
The green harvest will begin in December. However, it will be a poor harvest overall, especially for food crops such as cereals 
and legumes, given that much of the population has been displaced and was therefore unable to undertake agricultural 
activities. Food availability in both territories will be reduced in view of the anticipated agricultural output, the state of the 
roads and the possibility of continued attacks on rail convoys by armed groups. The food security situation will be a matter of 
concern and both territories will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
 
February to May 2019: This outlook period will cover the sowing season (March-April) and the growing season B harvest (end 
of June-July). However, since a significant number of the displaced farming population will not have returned following the 
conflict, production is likely to be lower than normal for the main staple food crops. Other households, having already missed 
the previous growing season because of population displacement, will not have access to seeds. The state of road and rail 
infrastructure during this rainy season will no longer be conducive to trade. The territory will therefore remain in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3). 

Mweka territory, Kasai region – LHZs CD22 and CD23 

Current situation 

Multiple conflicts and population displacement: From 2016 to 2017, the Kasai 
region recorded almost 1.3 million displaced persons owing to violence 
resulting from a local conflict between the traditional leaders of Kasai Central 
Province and the Government, while another 30,000 fled to Angola. The 
violence spread rapidly at the start of 2017; only now are people returning to 
the region.  
 
According to the latest update of the Displacement Tracking Matrix report by 
the International Organization for Migration for April and May 2018, nearly 65 
percent of the population has returned. The report indicates that Kasai 
Oriental Province has 79,232 IDPs and 176,842 returnees, while Kasai Province 
has 362,301 IDPs and 563,474 returnees and Kasai Central Province has 
548,432 IDPs and 1,081,268 returnees. The statistics from IOM are cumulative 
for 2016, 2017 and the second quarter of 2018 for the Kasai region. 
 
Furthermore, reports suggest there has been a massive influx of people 
expelled from Angola into the region since 1 October 2018. The statistics from 
16 October 2018 indicate that almost 189,000 people have been recorded, 
since the expulsion began, by the authorities and other nongovernmental bodies, with a high concentration in the territory of 
Kamonia/Tshikapa. 
 
Overall, the security situation in the Kasai region is relatively calm despite pockets of resistance linked to intercommunity 
conflicts. In Mweka territory, for the past two months, there has been a continuous return of households that were displaced 
during the incidents in January and February 2018. 
 
Agriculture: The Kasai region has experienced production disruption as a result of conflicts that have destabilized the entire 
region since 2016. However, Mweka territory, one of the region’s breadbaskets, continues to supply almost 60 percent of the 
maize and cassava consumed by the population in the provinces of Kasai Central, Kasai and Kasai Oriental, where markets are 
sometimes supplied from Kananga in Kasai Central. In early 2018, during the season A harvest of the 2017-2018 growing 
season, an intercommunity conflict erupted in the Mweka area, resulting in the loss of livelihoods and human lives (verging 
on 45 people). This conflict caused the displacement of almost 14 percent of the population of Mweka territory and mainly 
affected the agricultural sector, with the loss of more than 40 percent of output from the previous growing season, either 
stolen or looted according to key informants, who believe that production in that season was already poor and below normal. 
 

Figure 4. Kasai region 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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Sowing activities in much of the Kasai region began in September 2018 for season A of the 2018-2019 growing season. 

According to the same source, production in the current growing season A should be better as many households have 

returned and have been engaged in agricultural activity compared with the previous season (March-June 2018), during which 

they were still displaced. 
 

Road and rail infrastructure: The poor condition of agricultural routes makes access and trade across the region difficult, 

which limits the market supplies of products from the production areas, in particular in Mweka, Ilebo, Kazumba and Luiza. 

The disruption of rail networks exacerbates this inter-provincial trade situation. With the opening of the Muania Mbulu 

cross-border route in the Luiza territory, trade is gradually recovering in the region. 

 
Markets: Markets in the Mweka territory mainly supply the consumption centers of Kasai Central, Kasai, Kasai Oriental and 
even Kinshasa with maize, cassava and palm oil. The Kananga markets in Kasai Central Province depend on flows mainly from 
Mweka territory in the province of Kasai, which supplies approximately 70 percent of the maize and cassava consumed in the 
capital Kananga.  
 
The products sold at these different markets are local products such as maize, beans, paddy rice, cassava and palm oil, among 
other products. It should be noted that, despite the security problems that the Kasai region has faced since 2016, prices of 
staple food items remained stable in 2016 and 2017 in the Kananga markets. However, since January 2018, there has been a 
steep increase in the prices of staple food products, particularly maize, the most consumed cereal in the region, from 480 to 
1,234 Congolese francs per kilogram, or 157 percent in December 2017 and January 2018 respectively in the Mweka territory. 
Prices for other products such as cassava, palm oil and beans have also increased. This is likely due to the disruption of the 
security situation in this production area in January 2018. Currently, 1 kg of maize sells, on average, at 1,350 and 1,800 
Congolese francs in Mweka and Kananga respectively. Furthermore, with the arrival of displaced persons in the various areas, 
the average cost of food baskets has increased from 4,500 to 9,000 Congolese francs. 
 

Consumption and food access: The current situation of household food consumption in the Kasai region remains a source of 
concern, since almost four out of five households are unable to meet their food needs alone and have very limited access to 
varied food sources, according to local sources. A comprehensive WFP survey conducted in August 2017 in the Kasai region 
indicates that 53 percent of households are classified in the poor food consumption group. Consequently, the nutritional 
situation remains critical. Based on the results of the nutrition survey conducted by the National Nutrition Program 
(PRONANUT) and published in June 2018, malnutrition rates are higher than emergency thresholds (global acute malnutrition 
16.2 percent and severe acute malnutrition 2.7 percent). Furthermore, the food assistance currently provided by 
humanitarian actors targets almost 11 percent of households in the region according to information collected by the Food 
Security Cluster.  
 
Assumptions 

The most likely scenario for October 2018 to May 2019 is based on the following assumptions: 

• Security: There are still some pockets of resistance linked to intercommunity conflicts in the Kasai region. However, a 

weak state authority during the lead-up to the electoral period could also contribute to the expansion of this 

intercommunity conflict, potentially resulting in increased population movements during the first scenario period. This 

could undermine the livelihoods of farming households awaiting the season A harvest. 
 

• Agroclimatology: Weather forecasts show excess rainfall during the first scenario period (September to December 

2018) in the Kasai region according to North American Multi-Model Ensemble forecasts for the Mweka area, which may 

negatively impact the current season A production, limiting intercommunity trade and contributing to further 

deterioration of the road infrastructure. 
 

• Agricultural production: Apart from the anomalies mentioned above, the level of household participation in farming 

suggests that current production will be better compared with the last season B of the previous agricultural season, 

when many households did not work in the fields due to insecurity in the area. However, current harvests will remain 

below normal levels. 
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• Household stocks: By September, many households were already without food stocks due to the low production during 
the 2017–2018 agricultural season. Group discussions show that stocks from the season B harvests of the previous 
agricultural season only covered at least one month of household consumption. Therefore, markets remain the main 
source of food for almost all households. During the first period (ML1), the volume of food available at the markets is 
likely to be a determining factor for household supply. 
 

• Markets and prices: The prices of staple food items could rise during this sowing season, which coincides with a period of 
high demand in the region as populations are gradually returning with a massive influx of people expelled from Angola. 
During this period, markets will be the main source of household food and supplies, and prices of staple food items could 
rise in October, November and mid-December 2018 compared with September 2018 prices. 

 

Most likely food security outcomes 
 
October 2018 to January 2019: The security situation in the Kasai region is currently relatively calm but remains volatile. The 
mass arrival of people expelled from Angola in the region and the uncertainty of the electoral period could exacerbate this 
situation. 
 
Regarding food security, since production in the previous growing season was below average, the lean season started early 
and prices for staple products at markets increased. The massive influx of people is also increasing pressure on local 
resources. 
 
Faced with this situation of strong demand in the region during this sowing season, the food consumption situation of 
households could deteriorate further in October, November and mid-December 2018. From the second half of December 
2018 and January 2019 onwards, the situation could improve slightly as a result of the 2018–2019 agricultural season A 
harvests. Despite these harvests, one season could not significantly change the level of food consumption in the region, as 
expected output, even if better than in the last growing season, is likely to be below normal. Consequently, the Kasai region 
will be in a Crisis (IPC Phase 3) situation during the first scenario period (October 2018 to January 2019). 
 
February 2019 to May 2019: Given that three quarters of the second scenario period (ML2) falls in the lean season (March, 
April and May 2019), as well as the already alarming current situation, households will be more exposed to food insecurity. 
Their nutritional situation could deteriorate during this period, even though production in the current growing season A is 
better compared with the previous one. Furthermore, the area could experience more population displacement during the 
same period. Consequently, the region could remain in a Crisis (IPC Phase 3) situation during this second ML2 period 
(February 2019 to January 2019). 
 
The following brief sections outline other areas of concern not covered in the detailed analyses in this report:  
 

North Kivu Province  

The humanitarian situation in North Kivu Province remains concerning. For more 
than a decade, North Kivu Province has been characterized by the presence of 
dozens of domestic and foreign armed groups that commit violent acts against 
civilian populations which has resulted in repeated displacements in recent years. 
In addition to the multifaceted conflicts arising from the armed groups’ clashes, the 
recent Ebola crisis struck the Beni territory at the beginning of August. Due to the 
effects of the conflicts, agricultural production is steadily decreasing. According to 
the assessment report for the 2017–2018 agricultural season, the yield of maize 
and cassava (two staple crops in the province) will have decreased by 46 percent 
and 58 percent respectively compared with the previous season. 

It should be noted that North Kivu alone hosts almost one third of displaced 
persons recorded in the country, or approximately 1.2 million people since March 
2018. These estimates have changed significantly due to the intermittent and 

Figure 5. North Kivu Province 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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repetitive crises that have continued to cause new displacements. 

In this province, the protection of civilians and humanitarian access remain a concern, particularly in the Beni territory. In its 
northeast, in the Beni–Oicha–Erengeti triangle, sudden killings and abductions continue and the security situation remains a 
concern. The most recent attack on these routes was on 9 October 2018, in the village of Kisiki on the Beni–Oicha route. This 
attack displaced several hundred people from this village to the surrounding villages and the town of Eringeti. An estimated 
32 people have been killed since mid-September and 160 since the beginning of 2018.  

Since early August 2018, the epidemiological situation of Ebola has resulted in 170 deaths out of 267 confirmed and probable 
cases of Ebola (as at 29 October 2018).  

To date, the impact of the Ebola crisis on food security remains less visible in household life. Availability in the area is 
maintaining its normal level for this period of the year which is marked by the peak of the lean season, with seasonal 
variations in the prices of staple foods, notably maize, the price of which rose by 33 percent. 

Ituri Province 

Growing season B began in a lull following the deployment of the United Nations 
Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(MONUSCO) and the DRC armed forces to conflict-affected areas as of March 2018, 
which facilitated the return of the population. This was supported by the 
Government, although the security situation was still very fragile, particularly in the 
Djugu territory. By the end of March, local civil society had estimated that more 
than 6,000 people had returned to the chiefdoms of Walendu-Pitsi, Walendu-Djatsi 
and Bahema-Badjere. Returning farming households faced limited access to seeds 
and agricultural inputs as they had lost two consecutive growing seasons and the 
level of support for agricultural recovery was low, covering less than 20 percent of 
needs. 

Since the second half of May 2018, this return effort has been destroyed by a 
resurgence of violence in this province suffering multifaceted conflicts. The local 
authorities believe that a new rebellion is likely with links to the Allied Democratic 
Forces/National Army for the Liberation of Uganda (ADF/NALU), which is sowing death and desolation in the neighboring 
North Kivu Province. The rebel attacks on the army and local populations reportedly killed more than 15 people in September 
2018 in the villages of Movaramo, Songamoya and Tara, approximately 80 km east of Bunia on the edge of Lake Albert. This 
new rebellion is in addition to the Patriotic Resistance Front of Ituri (FRPI), another armed group already active in the 
neighboring Irumu territory in Ituri Province. 

According to the OCHA's report, almost 67,336 displaced persons have been recorded in the last three months, mainly in the 
territories of Djugu and Irumu, bringing the total number of displaced persons to 821,983 as at 31 August 2018, 179,274 of 
whom have returned within the last 18 months. 

Furthermore, the Ebola epidemic in southern Ituri near the border with North Kivu Province which began in early 2018 could 
begin to disrupt people’s livelihoods in this difficult lean season. 

This situation has exacerbated the food and nutritional insecurity of households already weakened by other natural 
phenomena, including the climate events that are a feature of the prolonged dry season reported from November 2017 to 
March 2018, including crop damage due to plant pathologies (fall armyworm, mosaic and cassava brown streak virus 
disease), which continue to cause significant damage to maize and cassava production respectively in this area.  

The results of nutritional screening carried out by Action Against Hunger in May 2018 indicated that 16.9 percent of children 
under five years were suffering severe acute malnutrition and that the proportion of malnourished children in this area was 
estimated at 25.7 percent. 

 

Figure 6. Ituri Province 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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Tanganyika Province 

Since July 2016, Tanganyika Province has witnessed unprecedented intercommunity 
conflicts between Twa and Bantous, resulting in the massive displacement of almost 
631,000 people fleeing their places of origin to safer urban areas. As a result of these 
conflicts, approximately 62,505 refugees have fled to neighboring Tanzania during 
this period of conflict.  

Significant return movements are currently taking place, particularly in the 
territories of Kalemie, Moba and Manono, as a result of the deteriorating security 
and humanitarian conditions. According to humanitarian workers, between January 
and August 2018 on the Kalemie–Taba and Congo–Kamangu–M’toa routes, it is 
estimated that more than 60 percent of the population is returning to the Kalemie 
territory alone. 

Despite these movements, the humanitarian and security situation in the areas to 
which they are returning remains a concern. Over the past 18 months, more than 
711,000 people have returned to their places of origin, according to the Commission on Population Movements. This trend 
has been observed in the territories of Kalemie, Moba and Manono.  

In the Moba territory, there are new tensions between the security forces and vigilante groups. This situation could deter 
people from returning by increasing the fear of an escalation of violence that could affect other territories and the likely risk 
of a rapid deterioration of the humanitarian and security situation. Since 4 October 2018, almost 5,000 people in the health 
areas of Malibu and Kalolo (nine villages on the Kala–Kalolo route in the Kansimba health district) have been displaced to 
Kirungu and the bush (in the Moba territory). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Tanganyika Province 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1: Possible events in the next six months that could change the outlook 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable 
responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive 
at a most likely scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Events Impact on food security conditions 

At the national 

level 

Failure to respect the 

electoral calendar and the 

forced use of voting 

machines. 

General revolt and population movements, including farmers who will leave 

the fields and be unable to access their season A harvests. This will lead to a 

widespread food crisis. 

Mweka 
territory, Kasai 
Region 
 

Conflict resolution, 
stabilization of the area and 
return of displaced persons 
to their places of origin. 

This would ensure the return of displaced persons and allow for the 
resumption of normal activities in the region. People will regain access to 
their livelihoods and can hope for normal agricultural seasons.  
 

New influx of displaced 
persons. 

Strong pressure on livelihoods in the already fragile context of the area. 

Territories of 
Kabambare and 
Kasongo, 
Maniema 
Province 

Cessation of 
hostilities, surrender of 
militia. 

This could improve security and promote the return of displaced persons 
who would be able to recover their livelihoods. 

Restoration of road and rail 
infrastructure.  

This could also have a positive impact in the area in terms of trade flows and 
promoting market supplies.  

Climate events.  Excessive and/or delayed rainfall could adversely affect the crop cycle.  

Significant contribution of 
food assistance to the area. 

Improved household consumption and decreased malnutrition rates due to 
nutrient intake. 
 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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