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CHAD Food Security Outlook January through June 2010 
 

• Though food security nationwide is currently marked 

by only moderate levels of food insecurity, the food 

security outlook is troubling. The country is expecting 

its largest cereal deficit of the past decade, the size of 

which is estimated at close to 640,000 metric tons. 

Crop production in Salamat, which is usually a surplus 

area whose harvest helps regulate inter-zone trade in 

grain, is down sharply, by as much as 80 percent. The 

national food security reserve, which is currently at 

5,000 MT instead of 35,000 MT as originally planned, 

has not yet been replenished. In general, market 

supplies from harvests of rainfed crops are irregular, 

and prices are relatively high compared with the five-

year average. Terms of trade for livestock to grain are 

beginning to deteriorate earlier than usual.  

 

• Below-average levels of off-season grain production in 

areas impacted by agro-pastoral production deficits are 

limiting stock-building prospects and could keep prices 

high between January and March of this year. Low 

household food reserves from recent harvests and 

carry-over inventories will be depleted by as early as 

the end of March. Poor households in areas with 

mediocre harvests for the 2009/10 growing season will 

be completely dependent on local markets for their 

food supplies earlier than usual by March or April 

(instead of by June, as in an average year). In a season 

marked by crop and pasture deficits, projected grain, 

water, and pasture availability is deemed inadequate to meet the needs of the current human and animal population in 

these areas between April and September of this year. Without livelihood-based assistance and a major social safety 

net program, these areas will be highly food-insecure by April.  

 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure1. Map of estimated food security conditions, 
November-December 2009 

 
For more information regarding FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Source: FEWS NET Chad 
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Current food security conditions 
 

With the rains getting off to a late start and ending prematurely in the north-

central reaches of the country, forecasts recently released by the CILSS put 

cereal production for 2009/10 31 percent below the five-year average 

(2003/04-2008/09). Set against the needs of a population of 11,274,000 

(including both natives and refugees) according to the latest census (2009), 

this production level, bolstered by projected imports, translates into an 

estimated 637,000 metric ton cereal deficit. In particular, areas with 

structural production deficits (transhumant pastoral areas and northern 

agro-pastoral areas), as well as rain-fed cereals zones, are reporting below-

average harvests. Falling water levels on rivers and streams in Salamat 

contributed to the 80 percent shortfall in harvests of flood-recession crops in 

that area. The cereal deficit is further exacerbated by two consecutive years 

of very mediocre pastoral conditions and poor harvests of food and cash 

crops. 

 

However, the impact of this deficit on the country’s food security could be 

mitigated to some extent by the three consecutive cereal surpluses from the 

previous three growing seasons. Considering this deficit in the context of a 

more comprehensive food balance sheet that would include the production 

of over 860,000 metric tons of tubers, pulses, and oilseed crops is also 

important. Thus, current market supplies in farming areas reporting average 

harvests are normal thanks to completed and ongoing harvests of rain-fed 

grain and other food crops, with November prices holding steady.  

 

There has been an unusual slight increase in grain prices on markets in these 

areas, even in the midst of the post-harvest period for rain-fed crops. The 

prevalence of high rates of malnutrition according to recent nutritional 

surveys, which is the norm in these areas, puts household food insecurity in 

the moderate range. Local households are generally able to cover their 

energy requirements with their meager harvests and carry-over reserves, 

through local labor and harvesting of wild foods, and through sales of certain 

assets in the case of middle-income households, particularly livestock.  

  

With this season’s poor harvests in livelihood zones dependent on transhumant pastoralism (Kanem, Batha, and northern 

Biltine), market demand for cereals from poor households is above-normal. Moreover, this year’s poor pastoral conditions 

have weakened animal reproduction. Middle-income and wealthy households are assured adequate food access by selling 

off part of their herds. However, the combination of both these factors is driving down prices for livestock. With cereal 

prices above-average for this time of year, payments in kind (in animals), which account for 55 percent of all food sources 

for poor households, are not adding up to the usual grain equivalents. As a result, poor households (which make up 30-35 

percent of the population) are currently turning to the market to fill their household reserves. With farmers selling their 

rain-fed crops on the market to meet non-food needs for the year-end holiday season and food imports into these areas via 

Libya, food prices on local markets are reportedly stable or up slightly. In the face of the relatively high level of food prices, 

income from crafts, gathering, and labor is not able to ensure total household food needs, forcing these households to sell 

their possessions (more small animals, breeding stock, or jewelry) at low prices to meet their food needs.  

 

Poor and middle-income households in agro-pastoral areas have been jolted by a poor agro-pastoral season. October-

November 2009 prices for major food crops were above the five-year average (2004/05-2008/09), even in the midst of the 

post-harvest period for rain-fed crops. Limited food availability from on-farm production by poor households forced to 

draw on part of their harvest to meet other pressing financial needs (loan payments, tuition costs) is forcing these 

households to turn to the market to purchase additional food supplies. In the face of the poor pastoral conditions in these 

areas, in addition to their usual survival strategies (collecting firewood and gum Arabic), poor households are selling their 

Figure 2: Livelihood zone map of Chad  

 

 
Source: FEWS NET Chad 
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few remaining large animals (which they are having trouble feeding) and/or whatever few small animals they own (one or 

two at most), still in fair physical condition, to meet their food and nonfood needs.  

 

The food access of middle-income households is still easily assured by their small harvests, bolstered by sales of livestock, 

but they are having problems rebuilding their food reserves in preparation for the upcoming hunger season. Crop and 

animal production which, in an average year, is the source of over 80 percent of their supply of food and cash, is down 

sharply, already forcing these households to turn to the market to purchase additional grain supplies (which does not 

normally occur until August or September in an average year). The combination of high prices and of below-normal income 

due to the poor performance of the agro-pastoral season is limiting the ability of these households to rebuild their food 

reserves. 

 

The erratic seasonal conditions in rain-fed cereals livelihood zone produced periods of drought and attacks by different 

crop pests such as grain-eating birds, resulting in below-average crop and pastoral production. These problems were 

further exacerbated by heavy human pressure in these areas due to the presence of refugees, humanitarian workers, 

security forces, and native job seekers looking for work, creating general inflation throughout these areas. Prices for staple 

grain crops on the area’s largest market (Abéché) have been steadily rising, which is unusual during the main harvest 

season, and are higher than on other area markets. Crimes targeting humanitarian workers in areas along the country’s 

border with Sudan continue to undermine the efficacy of humanitarian programs for local food-insecure populations. Poor 

households are presently engaged in foraging and employed in large-scale market gardening operations to supplement 

their food supplies. Poor households in especially hard hit areas such as Am Dam, northern Ouaddai, and northern Biltine 

have begun to sell off their livestock and have started to head to more hospitable near-by intra-zone areas.  

 

In general, a look at current conditions in the rice cash cropping livelihood zone shows adequate market supplies from 

sales of harvested crops by farmers looking to cover their basic expenses for the year-end holiday season. Market prices for 

staple foodstuffs are relatively stable. However, poor households, particularly in the Béré rice-growing basin hard hit by this 

season’s erratic pattern of rainfall and in the Fianga and Gounou Gaya areas hit by flooding in previous seasons are left, 

once again, with small harvests on which they are forced to draw to pay back some of their debts and cover part of their 

basic nonfood needs. These households have small carry-over food reserves from on-farm production and are currently 

resorting to their usual coping strategies to help meet their basic needs and prevent any further deterioration in what are 

currently only moderate levels of food insecurity.  

 

Thus, the government and its food security partners, including FEWS NET, SAP/FAO, and the WFP, made a joint assessment 

of all livelihood zones jolted by poor conditions during the current growing season over the period from December 9
th

 

through December 18
th

 to identify impacted households, the nature and urgency of their needs, and local strategies and 

opportunities to be exploited.  

 

 

Most likely food security scenario for January through June of 2010  
 

The food security outlook points to rising levels of food insecurity over the next few months (Figures 3 and 4). The generally 

moderate levels of food insecurity marking the period from January through March will give way to high, if not extreme 

levels of food insecurity by the month of June in certain parts of transhumant pastoral, agro-pastoral, and rain-fed grain-

farming areas. The small reserves of food crops harvested directly or assembled from harvests of rain-fed crops in these 

areas by poor households could be depleted extremely early in the year (by February or March), obliging most households 

in hard hit areas to purchase extra food supplies at high market prices for the remainder of the year. There will be a steady 

rise in food prices and a sharp deterioration in the physical condition of animals beginning in March/April of this year, 

hastening the onset of the hunger season and possibly further downgrading food security conditions in these areas. Despite 

the involvement of the Chadian government and its food security partners through social safety net programs, nutritional 

monitoring activities, and livelihood-based assistance programs, the magnitude of needs during the hunger season will 

produce high, if not extreme levels of food insecurity. Thus, the food security outlook for the first half of 2010 is shaped by 

the following underlying assumptions. 

  

• Expected small harvests of off-season crops will fail to stabilize market prices.  
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• Grain prices will begin to climb as of December, with even steeper hikes in prices possible between April and June, 

and until the next round of harvests in September. 

• The steady deterioration in pastoral conditions will completely deplete winter pastures by February/March instead 

of by April/May, as is normal in an average year. 

• The continued low exchange rate for the Nigerian naira against the CFA franc will discourage purchases of Chadian 

livestock by Nigeria, which is its main market, weakening terms of trade for grain/livestock to the detriment of 

pastoralists and agro-pastoralists and limiting their food access. 

• Raising the level of the national food security reserve to at least 35,000 MT, mainly through imports, will 

strengthen the social safety net. However, even if mobilized earlier than usual, during the outlook period, the size 

of the reserve is still too small to effectively slow the deterioration in food security conditions between now and 

September of this year. 

• The stepping up of development program assistance, particularly assistance for market gardening activities, 

income-generating activities, and nutritional support, should slow the progression from high to extreme levels of 

food insecurity, except in areas already reporting high levels of food insecurity as early as November/December 

(Bahr el Gazel). 

• Neighboring countries will not impose any restrictions on grain exports. 

• There should not be any major new outbreaks of violence along the country’s borders with Sudan and the Central 

African Republic. 

 

Transhumant pastoral areas (livelihood zone 8)  

 

The period from January through March gives middle-

income and wealthy households a chance to sell some of 

their large animals in fair physical condition in preparation 

for the harsh hunger season ahead. However, the 

combined effects of large supplies and a continued low or 

falling exchange rate for the Nigerian naira against the CFA 

franc are eroding the market value of livestock in general 

and large animals in particular. To save part of their herds, 

middle-income and wealthy pastoralists will use part of 

the proceeds from their sales to purchase feed 

supplements. Growing supplies and sagging demand will 

contribute to the expected sharp drop in 2010 prices for 

livestock. Moreover, poor harvests of rainfall crops from 

this past growing season have diminished marketing 

opportunities for camel drivers and, thus, limiting their 

prospects for earning extra income. Due to the breadth of 

this livelihood zone, each region has its own specific 

strategies. Middle-income and wealthy households in the 

Kanem region, for example, have the possibility to 

produce natron (sodium carbonate), most of which is 

exported to Nigeria, and have lands in wadi beds suitable 

for market gardening activities, which are farmed under 

sharecropping arrangements. 

 

Though the food access of middle-income and wealthy 

households is assured until March, which is the harvest 

time for off-season crops, the size of food reserves assembled by middle-income households from their remaining unsold 

crops will be limited by unfavorable terms of trade for off-season versus rain-fed grain crops.  

 

As of April, the physical condition of livestock will begin to deteriorate, milk production will be increasingly sparse, and 

income from camel-driving activities will dwindle. With the expected steady rise in grain prices during the post-harvest 

period for off-season crops, this will weaken the purchasing power of middle-income pastoralists and curtail their food 

access. Shortages of milk, a key source of food and nutrition among pastoralists, coupled with a certain degree of food 

Figure 3. Map of projected food security conditions for 
January-March 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET Chad 
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rationing due to low grain reserves and poor food utilization practices, will impair the nutritional state of this group of 

households. Without timely livelihood assistance, these households will face moderate levels of food insecurity.  

 

Poor households whose harvests of rain-fed crops for the 2009/10 growing season were virtually nil will diversify their 

survival strategies in both time and space. In certain parts of this transhumant pastoral livelihood zone, this group of 

households depends on in-kind payments from middle-income and wealthy pastoralist households for their labor for more 

than half their food supply. The erosion in the market value of livestock and in terms of trade for livestock to cereals, and 

the sharp drop in milk production will gradually affect the contribution of in-kind exchanges between January and June. 

 

The increasingly unfavorable livestock to cereal terms of trade in Kanem between January and March will force most 

households to intensify out-migration to large cities (N’Djamena) and the Lac area, where able-bodied household members 

will work natron deposits, tend and harvest off-season crops, and herd livestock bound for export. The relatively large 

supply of labor is limiting employment opportunities and, thus, the income generated by these strategies. The household 

members left behind will grow market garden produce in wadi beds under sharecropping arrangements with local land 

owners, but the low level of the water table is affecting unit yields, from which the land owner also takes his cut. Thus, even 

with these diversified survival strategies, this group of households will have limited access to a balanced diet. Resulting 

cutbacks in the quality and quantity of food intake in the Kanem, Bahr El Gazel, and Batha regions, where, in addition to 

large shortfalls in agro-pastoral production, there is a very high structural prevalence of acute malnutrition, could make 

poor households highly food-insecure in the period between January and March.  

 

As of April, rising grain prices will begin to weaken the impact of all such strategies. The deterioration in the purchasing 

power of this group of households will further curtail its food access. However, the earlier than usual implementation of 

social safety net programs, bolstered by the rebuilding of the national food security reserve, could slow this deterioration 

without reaching the level of a full-scale response, given the magnitude of actual needs, which, at best, will keep these 

households highly food insecure (extremely food insecure in Bahr El Gazel).  

 

Poor households remaining in northern Biltine will sell off part of their herds between January and March in order to 

purchase grain. They will also collect hay, firewood, and other forest products such as gum Arabic to meet their immediate 

food needs. This should help keep them moderately food-insecure. As of April, the limited amounts of income generated by 

these strategies will curtail their market access to high-priced cereals. These households will be forced to ration their food 

intake, drawing on their small grain reserves from wild grasses (fonio, andropogon). Moreover, the water table is at its 

lowest level at this time of year, which makes water scarce and which, combined with what, in many cases, are improper 

culinary practices, hinders optimal food use. This, in turn, will tend to further heighten the already high levels of global 

acute malnutrition reported in these areas. 

 

Agro-pastoral areas (livelihood zone 5)  

 

Poor harvests of rain-fed crops and low expectations for harvests of off-season crops are limiting food availability for poor 

households in these areas. Moreover, the general deterioration in the condition of pasturelands in these agro-pastoral 

areas will steadily reduce milk and meat production by local livestock between January and June, limiting sources of food 

and income and, in particular, damaging local livelihoods.  

 

Anticipated harvests of off-season crops and market supplies of these fresh crops should strengthen local food availability 

between January and March. The limited availability of crops and animal products for poor households will force them to 

diversify and/or step up their coping strategies to cover their unmet food and nonfood needs. Potential income 

diversification strategies (collection of gum Arabic, firewood, and wild fruits and nuts, as well as infrastructure repair work) 

will be limited at best in the face of the magnitude of food and nonfood needs during this period. As a result, poor 

households will continue to be moderately food-insecure.  

 

Between April and June, these households will find themselves with no food reserves, while the steady rise in grain prices 

and the limited import of their income diversification strategies will continue to weaken their purchasing power. These 

already moderately food-insecure households will be forced to resort to harsh strategies such as selling off productive 

assets, cutting their food intake, and mass out-migration by poor household members to more hospitable areas, creating 

locally high levels of food insecurity.  
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Middle-income households jolted by the dual problem of 

poor food availability from on-farm production and poor 

livestock performance will be forced to sell part of their 

herd between January and March, before the physical 

condition of their animals has sharply deteriorated, to 

enable them to purchase additional food supplies. The 

relatively limited proceeds from these bulk sales will be 

used to buy feed supplements to save part of the herd, as 

well as to help cover nonfood costs. While this income 

should ensure these households adequate food access 

between January and March, any remaining proceeds 

from these sales will be insufficient to enable them to 

build proper food reserves. Thus, with the gradual 

depletion of these limited food reserves, the average agro-

pastoralist household will be strictly dependent on the 

market for grain access between April and June, while the 

deterioration in terms of trade for livestock to cereals 

works against it. Thus, cereal access will be limited at best 

which, combined with insufficient milk production, could 

weaken the nutritional state of these households and 

make them highly food-insecure. 

 

Rain-fed grain-farming areas adjacent to the Sudanese 

border (livelihood zone 4) 

 

Poor harvests of rain-fed crops will make poor households 

market dependent even earlier than usual in the first half 

of this year, resulting in a steady deterioration in household food security levels as food reserves from on-farm production 

are depleted, food prices continue to rise, and strategies for diversifying their sources of food and income run out of steam. 

 

With the water table still at ground level between January and March, market gardening and vegetable farming activities in 

these areas should pick up, with the emphasis on growing onions and garlic. Income from these crops, foraging, and 

temporary migration to large urban areas should help ensure the purchasing of additional food supplies to shore up low 

food reserves from on-farm production. Complementary food access on area markets on which prices have been on the rise 

since harvest time will be limited in spite of the implementation of strategies for diversifying sources of household income. 

Moreover, the civil security threat posed by armed bandits, particularly in areas along the Sudanese border, is obstructing 

the smooth flow of inter and intra-zone trade and access to humanitarian services. This group of households will sell off 

some of their possessions (small animals and jewelry) to try and meet their basic food needs, which will keep them 

moderately food-insecure.  

 

The food situation of poor households between April and June will be marked by the depletion of their small food reserves, 

relatively limited possibilities for diversifying their sources of income, and a steady rise in grain prices, which will weaken 

their purchasing power. A combination of appropriate assistance designed to bolster the coping strategies of functional 

households and of social marketing programs for destitute households could mitigate these food insecurity problems. 

Otherwise, these households will be forced to resort to comparatively harsh coping strategies, including but not limited to 

selling off all their possessions and productive assets, cutting the quality and/or quantity of their food intake, or out-

migration by entire families to more hospitable areas providing better food access. Such a food situation, set against the 

backdrop of high rates of global acute malnutrition, which are the norm in these areas, could expose these households to 

above-normal levels of global acute malnutrition and high levels of food insecurity. 

 

The mediocre performance of the agro-pastoral season is seriously affecting the food security of middle-income 

households, close to 80 percent of whose food supplies come from on-farm crop and animal production in an average year, 

which also brings in over 80 percent of their cash income. Their unmet food and financial needs will force these households 

to maximize and, indeed, diversify their sources of food and income, particularly market gardening activities and small-scale 

Figure 4.  Map of projected food security conditions for 
April-June 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET Chad 
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trade. Their small grain reserves from on-farm production will be shored up by proceeds from market gardening activities 

and small-scale trade over the period between January and March, helping to ensure household food access. In the face of 

the troubling outlook for pastoral conditions, these households will use their meager savings (in many cases, in the form of 

livestock) to purchase grain for the replenishment of their food reserves in preparation for the hunger season. However, 

the especially high price of grain in this area and falling prices for livestock due to large supplies and a sagging demand for 

livestock exports, particularly from Nigeria, which is the main importer, are limiting household grain access on local 

markets. The period from April to June will be marked by the depletion of recently rebuilt food reserves, a dwindling stream 

of income from market gardening activities, and a steady rise in food prices on area markets. Thus, the food access of a 

significant part of this group of households will be sharply curtailed without an assistance program designed to improve 

household food access. These households will be forced to resort to comparatively harsh strategies such as selling off their 

productive assets in order to survive.  

  

Cash crop-farming areas for rice (livelihood zone 2) 

 

Without appropriate livelihood-based assistance for poor households in these areas, which make up 70 percent of the local 

population, the food security outlook for this livelihood zone predicts a steady deterioration in food security conditions and 

an earlier than usual hunger season, beginning in May or June. These areas have good potential water resources which can 

be used for small-scale fishing and market gardening activities, the growing of irrigated grain crops as part of 

hydroagricultural development projects, and flood-recession (berbéré) crop production in plain areas between January and 

March. There is relatively heavy cross-border trade between these areas and Cameroon. However, poor households hard 

hit by flooding in previous crop years (2007/08 and 2008/09) and by the poor distribution of rainfall marring the 2009/10 

growing season for rain-fed crops, have seen their productive capacity eroded over the years, limiting the income-

generating potential of these different opportunities. Thus, the resulting income will hardly come close to meeting their 

basic food needs between January and March, forcing these households to sell part of their small harvests of off-season rice 

crops, which could keep them moderately food-insecure. 

 

The period from April through June will be marked by the depletion of any remaining meager food reserves, a steady rise in 

food prices on area markets, and a limited stream of income from the local labor force, largely employed in farmwork. 

These difficulties in ensuring food access come at a time of intensive farming activities with higher energy requirements. 

Without the provision of appropriate assistance before the beginning of the rainy season in these remote areas, this group 

of households will be forced to resort to comparatively harsh strategies ranging from the selling off of productive assets to 

the consumption of edible wild roots, to cuts in the quality and quantity of their food intake. This period of food scarcity 

coincides with the onset of the rainy season, accompanied by rising rates of malaria and diarrheal diseases in these areas. 

This will hinder the optimal use of an already limited food supply and help drive up malnutrition rates and, thus, food 

insecurity levels among this group of households.  

 

Flood-recession farming areas (livelihood zone 3) 

 

The large projected 80 percent shortfall in flood-recession crop production in flood-recession farming areas in general and 

Salamat in particular will seriously affect the nationwide grain trade network. Salamat, which is usually a surplus area, 

produces an average of close to 200,000 metric tons of surplus crops which are pumped into marketing channels to 

regulate grain trade for the benefit of grain-short agro-pastoral and transhumant pastoral areas in particular. This year’s 

extremely large production deficit could put pressure on whatever few surplus crops are produced in this area, driving up 

prices.  

 

This is likely to have serious repercussions for the food security status of poor households. The income earned by the local 

labor force, which accounts for close to 35 percent of all sources of cash income for poor households in an average year, is 

down, forcing these households to draw more heavily on their already limited reserves to meet nonfood needs. Of course, 

poor households in these areas have a wide spectrum of different strategies at their disposal (including the collection of 

gum Arabic and firewood) in addition to two harvests of rain-fed crops and harvests of off-season crops, which could keep 

them generally food-secure between January and March and only moderately food-insecure between April and June. 

Moreover, the beginning of the rainy season in these areas in June/July coincides with the depletion of any remaining 

meager food reserves assembled by poor households, while food prices begin climbing steadily upwards. The food access 

problems of this group of households will surface just as the area is isolated by the rains. Without timely livelihood 
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assistance, these households will find themselves forced to resort to harsh coping strategies, including selling off their 

meager productive assets, borrowing at usurious interest rates, which is a common practice in these areas, and cutting the 

quality and quantity of their paltry food reserves built with the proceeds of these loans. Against a backdrop of what are 

already high rates of malnutrition, these hardships are a harbinger of high levels of food insecurity in these areas by July of 

this year.  

 
Table 1: Possible precipitating events liable to change the most likely food security scenario in the next six months 
 

Geographic area Possible precipitating 

events  

Effects on food security conditions Probability * Variables to track 

Nationwide Waiver of duties on 

grain imports 

Reduction in the cost of imports, lowering 

consumer prices, which will increase market 

availability, slow the rise in prices, and improve 

household food access, particularly in the 

weeks leading up to the hunger season 

 Highly 

unlikely 

Ministry of 

Commerce/Market 

Tracking Service 

  Capping of staple food 

prices 

Cuts in consumer prices help control 

speculation and guarantee an equilibrium price, 

strengthening food access for poor urban and 

rural households  

 Highly 

unlikely 

 Ministry of 

Commerce/Market 

Tracking Service 

  Government grain 

imports 

The raising of the level of the national food 

security reserve will strengthen the 

government’s capacity to meet assistance 

needs through social safety nets   

Unlikely  ONASA report 

  Suspension of cross-

border trade by 

Cameroon, Nigeria, and 

Chad 

Distortions in market prices, triggering a virtual 

rise in food prices curtailing food access for 

poor urban and rural households 

 Highly 

unlikely 

Ministry of 

Commerce/Market 

Tracking Service 

Sahelian transhumant 

pastoral (Kanem, West 

Batha) and agro-pastoral 

areas 

Government imports 

and subsidies of animal 

feed 

Preservation of the physical condition of 

livestock, improving terms of trade for 

livestock/foodstuffs 

Highly unlikely Market prices for 

livestock and grain 

Depreciation of the 

value of the Nigerian 

naira against the CFA 

franc  

Sharp drop in livestock prices and deterioration 

in terms of trade for livestock/grain affecting 

the food access of poor and middle-income 

households 

Unlikely Ministry of Livestock-

Raising/Office of Pastoral 

Management and 

Ministry of 

Commerce/Market 

Tracking Service 

Sahelian agro-pastoral 

areas 

Subsidies for irrigation 

equipment and inputs 

for market gardening 

activities 

Expansion in food production and sources of 

income,  strengthening household food access 

  Availability of farm 

inputs, variety of market 

garden produce on retail 

markets 

 Sahelian rain-fed grain-

farming areas 

Difficulty in ensuring 

seed access for market 

gardening activities 

Limitation of sources of food and income for 

poor households, triggering temporary rural-

urban migration in  search of employment  

Highly unlikely Reports by the ONDR and 

humanitarian NGOs 

Cash crop-farming areas 

for rice (Fianga) 

Small catches of fish Little diversification of sources of food and 

income, which could heighten malnutrition 

problems, particularly during the hunger season  

Highly unlikely CRA, CDA, CLA reports 

  Difficulty in ensuring 

water access for 

irrigation  

Poor harvests of irrigated rice crops and market 

garden produce between January and March, 

which could limit nutritional supplementation 

and extra income and possibly hasten the onset 

of the hunger season for poor households in 

these areas  

Unlikely  CRA, CDA, CLA reports, 

tracking of market trends 

 

 

* Probability level Description 

Unlikely Could materialize during the projection period with a slight change in circumstances 

Highly unlikely Could materialize during the projection period only with a major change in circumstances 

 


