
BURKINA FASO Monthly Food Security Update June 2007 

Household food security in Burkina Faso is currently stable. Concerns raised by food security monitoring missions in 
November of last year and February of this year have dissipated, except in a few localized areas, even as the lean period 
draws closer. 

Rainfall rates since April have been high enough for farmers in areas receiving precipitation to start planting crops. These 
rains have also caused flooding and other major damages in localized areas. 

Planting of crops for the 2007/08 growing season began in April and May in the southwestern and western regions of 
Burkina Faso, whereas farmers in eastern, central and northern regions of the country are still preparing their fields. 
Vegetation conditions in those areas where planting has occurred remain stable. 

Markets have plentiful grain supplies from trader inventories, with households preferring to hold onto any remaining family 
food reserves for consumption during the customary pre‐harvest lean period in July and August. 

Conditions for small grazing animals are improving, thanks to the growth of fresh plant cover and the availability of water 
after the first rains of the season. Large animals continue to show signs of wasting, which is normal given the shortages of 
significant grazing lands and fodder that generally occur during this time of year. 

Critical events timeline 

Current food security situation 

Food security is satisfactory in all livelihood zones of Burkina Faso. Thanks to the pre‐positioning of national food security 
stocks in areas at risk for food insecurity during the pre‐harvest lean period in July and August, food security should remain 
stable for the next several months. In the wake of findings from food security monitoring missions conducted in November 
of last year and February of this year, the national agency in charge of food security stocks positioned reserves of sorghum, 
millet, corn and cowpea crops in Bogandé (for Gnagna and Komondjari provinces), Gorom gorom (for Oudalan, Soum and 
Séno provinces), Sebba (for Yagha province), Tenkodogo (for Namatenga and Ganzougou provinces) and Koudougou (for 
Yatenga and Passoré provinces). Family grain reserves are low in certain parts of the North (parts of livelihood zones 5 and 
7, Map 1), as well as in the Sahel (parts of livelihood zones 8 and 7, Map 1). With current storehouse inventories reserved 
for use during the lean period, households are buying provisions on local markets. 
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Victims of the August and September 2006 floods in Gorom gorom will be facing extremely hard times without the 
implementation of appropriate measures before the official start of the growing season in this area, which is extremely 
isolated during the rainy season. There have been no food distributions in these communities since March of this year. 

Map 1. Livelihood zones map of Burkina Faso 
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ZONE MAIN TYPES OF PRODUCTION 

Zone1 Tubers/Corn 

Zone 2 Corn, Rice, Fruit, Cotton 

Zone 3 Cotton, Corn 

Zone 4 Sorghum, Millet, Cotton 

Zone 5 Grain, Groundnuts, Market Gardening 

Zone 6 Sorghum, Millet, Sedentary livestock, Cotton 

Zone 7 Livestock, Millet 

Zone 8 Transhumant Pastoralism, Pearl Millet

Zone 9 Groundnuts, millet, sorghum, cross-border 
trade, tourism, hunting 

Source: FEWS NET 

Meteorological conditions and farming activities for the 2007/08 growing season 

Rainfall conditions, seasonal rainfall forecasts and progress of new vegetation 

Rainfall levels for April and May around the 
country boded well for an early start‐of‐season in 
several farming areas. Cumulative seasonal rainfall 
totals for the period from April 1 through May 31 
ranged from 23.9 mm in Ouahigouya, in the North, 
to 244.7 mm in Gaoua, in the Southwest. Rainfall 
levels were above normal compared to last year at 
this time in Dori, Bogandé, Ouagadougou, Boromo, 
Pô and Gaoua (Figure 1), whereas rainfall levels 
this year were lower than last year in Ouahigouya, 
Dédougou and Bobo Dioulasso. Reported rainfall 
totals for the second dekad of June (Figure 2) 
indicate good‐to‐very‐heavy rainfall in the Boucle 
du Mouhoun and Northern regions of the country. 
Seasonal rainfall forecasts by the African Center of 
Meteorological Applications for Development 
(ACMAD) call for normal to slightly above‐normal 
rainfall in Burkina Faso this season. At the country 
level, the National Civil Aviation and Weather 
Service issued the following forecast for July, 
August and September of this year: 

Figure 1.  Cumulative rainfall totals as of May 31, compared with 
normal (1971 to 2000) 

Source of data: DACMN; Graphic by FEWS NET 

 Northern Zone: 60 percent probability of normal rainfall conditions compared with the historical norm (1969 to 1990), 
with a 30 percent probability of below‐normal rainfall conditions; 

 Central Zone: 45 percent probability of normal rainfall conditions compared with the historical norm (1969 to 1990), 
with a 40 percent probability of above‐normal rainfall conditions; 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
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 Southern Zone: 50 percent 
probability of above‐normal rainfall 
conditions compared with the historical 
norm (1969 to 1990), with a 40 percent 
probability of normal rainfall conditions. 

This forecast will be updated over the 
next few months. 

On the whole, the Normalized Difference 
Vegetation Index (NDVI) for the second 
dekad of June (Figure 3) shows the 
vegetation front is advancing everywhere 
except in the Central Plateau, North‐
Central, Northern and Sahelian regions, 
where the rainy season does not 
generally begin until July. This season’s 
new vegetative growth is lagging behind 
conditions at the same time last year in 
most of the Cascades region (Figure 4), 
where the rainy season normally begins 
in May or June. Vegetative growth in the East region, on the other hand, has shown moderate to significant improvement 
when compared to this time last year. 

Figure 2. Cumulative rainfall totals for the period from the first dekad of 
May to the second dekad of June of 2007 

Source of imagery: NOAA; Map by FEWS NET 

Start of the growing season 

Farming activities are ongoing in the 
Southern (Gaoua), Western (Bobo) and 
Central‐Western (Koudougou) regions of 
the country, and include plowing, 
planting, replanting, initial weeding and 
field clean‐up efforts. The growing 
season started poorly in the Boucle du 
Mouhoun region (Dédougou), where 
certain farmers have already decided 
against planting cotton due to a lack of 
rain. The intensity and distribution of 
rain over the next few weeks and the 
ultimate length of the rainy season will 
determine the fate of other crops in this 
region, which is known as the country’s 
grain basket. Farmers in the Central 
(Ouagadougou, Ziniaré, Tenkodogo, 
Manga), Northern and Sahelian regions 
are still preparing their fields, with 
reports of localized dry planting 
activities. 

Figure 3. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) for the second 
dekad of June of 2007 

Source of imagery: NASA; Map by FEWS NET 

Given the fact that over 80 percent of all precipitation country‐wide is recorded during the three‐month period from July 
through September, reasons for optimism remain for the outcome of farming activities in all regions of Burkina Faso, 
including in those areas where crops have not yet been planted. 
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Plant health conditions 

On the whole, plant health conditions 
around the country are stable, though 
the presence of massive numbers of 
grain‐eating birds in the Ségou region of 
Mali, which borders on Burkina Faso, 
will require close monitoring. According 
to the FAO Locust Watch, some small‐
scale breeding of desert locusts could 
occur with the onset of the rainy season 
across the Sahel, though monitoring 
stations in Burkina Faso currently report 
no locust breeding activity. 

Figure 4. Comparison of vegetation indexes for the second dekad of June of 
2006 and June of 2007 

Source of imagery: NASA; Map by FEWS NET 

Product access on produce 
markets 

Food availability is good on markets 
throughout much of Burkina Faso, with 
plentiful grain supplies from trader 
inventories and grain banks. The relief 
efforts of humanitarian organizations in 
areas at risk of food insecurity are 
facilitating grain access for 
impoverished households as the 
growing season, which requires hard 
work from all able‐bodied household 
members, gets underway. 

On the whole, prices on reference 
markets are affordable. May prices for 
millet ranged from 90 CFAF/kg in 
Dédougou (a production zone) to 139 
CFAF/kg on Kaya market (a consumption 
zone). Prices are running slightly lower 
than last month on most markets 
around the country, in all likelihood, in 
reaction to the first rainfall of the 
season. The good rainfall conditions in 
crop‐producing areas since April are 
forcing speculating traders, who had 
been counting on the growing season 
getting off to a late start in farming 
areas, to begin unloading their grain inventories, which is improving market supplies and helping to drive down prices. May 
prices for millet on reference markets (Figure 5) were lower than last year and below the five‐year average. 

Figure 5. Trends in prices for local millet crops on reference markets 
between April of 2006 and April of 2007 

Source of data: SIM/SONAGESS, RESIMAO and Regional Departments of Agriculture; 
Graphic by FEWS NET 

Food and health situation of livestock 

With the first rainfall of the season having occurred in much of the country, animal watering conditions are showing some 
improvement, despite the increased risk of water‐borne diseases. 
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Food security for livestock, particularly 
for large animals, is deteriorating with 
the scarcity and poor conditions of 
remaining pasture resources and the 
shortage of watering holes. The 
availability of the agro‐industrial 
byproducts used as animal feed on 
domestic markets is also very limited. 
However, the physical condition of 
small animals is still satisfactory. 
Return migration has not yet begun in 
livelihood zones dependent on 
livestock‐raising activities, where large 
animals migrate to seasonal grazing 
areas between the months of February 
and April. These herd movements 
could start up in the next few weeks, 
with the rainy season about to begin in 
these areas. 

Figure 6.  Trends in terms of trade for millet/male goats in Djibo between May 
of 2006 and May of 2007 

Source of data: Animal Statistics Service - DEP/MRA, SIM-SONAGESS, RESIMAO, Regional 
Departments of Agriculture, Regional Departments of Animal Resources; Graphic by FEWS NET 

Animal health conditions are currently stable, and there are no reports of disease outbreaks. Trends in terms of trade for 
millet/male goats continue to favor of herders, with the sale of a goat on the Djibo market bringing in more than 200 kg of 
millet (Figure 6). 
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