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1. Summary 
 
In general, the food security in all food economy zones is satisfactory.  Grain surpluses in the 
southern and western parts of the country are making their way to the central, northern and 
Sahelian zones to shore up on-farm and commercial grain inventories in these areas. 
 
Prices on certain markets tracked by FEWS NET have begun to rise, but are still affordable.  In 
general, prices are still down from this time last year and below the average for the last five 
years.  Household income levels are increasing after the off-season, thanks to earnings from 
vegetable crops, livestock-raising activities, small-scale trade and craft industries.  As a result, 
household food security is good. 
 
With current food availability, off-season crop production, the decline in exports and the 
promising start for the 2004-05 growing season, the food security outlook through August is 
encouraging.   
 
Any uncertainties with respect to food security conditions have to do with the possible 
discouragement of grain farmers, who are having a hard time meeting their various obligations, 
which could result in a cutback in the size of areas planted in crops.  However, given current 
food availability, such uncertainties will depend on trends in agroclimatic conditions and would 
only pose a problem by August.   
 
 
2. Burkina Faso has excellent overall grain availability 
 
Though the next harvest season is a long way off, coarse grain crops (millet, maize and 
sorghum) are still widely available.  There is also a good availability of other food crops such as 
tubers (yams, sweet potatoes, etc.), cowpeas, rice and fonio, although their prices are rising. 
 
Farmers in the country’s leading production zones for maize, cotton and tubers in the south and 
west have large grain reserves.  A rapid survey by local offices of the Ministry of Agriculture 
indicates that many farmers in crop-growing areas of the west central, Boucle du Mouhoun, 
Hauts Bassins, Cascades and southwestern regions of the country are still holding personal 
grain inventories of 100 MT or more.  Certain farmers’ organizations still have inventories of 
over 7,000 MT of grain waiting to be sold to prospective customers. 
 
Markets throughout these regions have ample grain supplies.  Grain traders have built up large 
grain inventories over the past two growing seasons.  The slump in sales in these regions over 
the past 12 months is an important contributing factor in the size and durability of these 
inventories.   
 
These areas of the country also have large supplies of fresh yam, sweet potato, fonio, rice and 
maize crops grown under irrigation schemes.  These products which, along with grain, round out 
the diet of local households, are readily available on markets in their respective production 
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zones (Sissili and Ziro provinces and the southwest for tubers, the Boucle du Mouhoun region 
for fonio and just about all areas in the case of rice). 
 
Farmers and traders in the eastern part of the country are also showing a large availability of 
grain.  The two main grain products found in this region are millet and sorghum.  On-farm grain 
reserves are getting low in the central part of the country, where the main activity is vegetable 
farming, as well as in the north, where livestock-raising activities take on increasing importance 
the further they are from the center of the country.  However, there are still large volumes of 
grain for sale at relatively low prices, allowing area households to purchase grain supplies.  
Grain bank inventories and other types of community-held grain reserves are also plentiful. 
 
 
3. Relatively low grain prices are facilitating grain access for households in the northern 

part of the country, as well as for city dwellers 
 
Large supplies of grain throughout the country have kept prices relatively low, facilitating 
household grain access and improving food security conditions, although prices have leveled off 
or have increased slightly in a few areas.  Prices for all grain products are noticeably less than 
the same time last year and well below the average for 1999-2003. 
 
Millet prices on the Ouagadougou and Fada N’Gourma markets show no change from March, 
while prices in Bobo-Dioulasso, Dédougou, Ouahigouya and Kaya have increased.  The only 
market still reporting a drop in millet prices is Dori, where millet is the staple food of choice for 
the local population.   
 
Prices for maize, which is also grown as a cash crop in the southern part of the country, show 
no change from March in Fada N’Gourma, Ouahigouya and Dori and are up in Bobo-Dioulasso, 
Dédougou, Kaya and Ouagadougou.  This increase in prices, particularly in intensively farmed 
areas, is an encouraging sign for grain farmers and traders, though still too small to make them 
any money.   
 
Unlike the case of grain, yams, sweet potatoes and cowpeas are selling well and their prices are 
rising, which is benefiting farmers who chose to grow these crops.  For example, three yam 
stems are currently selling for 750 CFAF in Léo, which is 250 CFAF more than in April of last 
year.   
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Figure 1: Grain prices for April 2004, compared with March 2004, April 2003 and the 
average for the last five years Source: SIM (Market Information System) 
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4. Most grain flows on grain trade networks are from south to north 

 
As usual, most grain flows are from the south to the north.  However, trade in this direction has 
slowed considerably with the existence of on-farm and commercial grain inventories in normally 
deficit northern regions.   
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In addition to available local grain, imported maize from Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire is being 
marketed throughout the central and northern parts of the country, which are no longer able to 
absorb all these imports.  Exports to Mali and Niger have slowed considerably with the large 
harvests in these countries. 
 
 
5. Rural households are meeting their needs for cash by selling grain and engaging in 

off-season income-earning activities  
 
Most cash income in the southern part of the country comes from the sale of farm produce.  
With the plunge in prices for agricultural products, direct and indirect stakeholders in the 
agricultural sector of this region are facing difficulties earning enough income to meet non-food 
needs or to purchase farm inputs and equipment.  Agricultural experts are beginning to see 
delays in farming activities, which could throw off the crop calendar.  Sales of fruit are an 
important source of cash income, both in this part of the country and farther west.   
 
The main sources of cash income in the central and northern parts of the country are sales of 
vegetable crops, craftwork, gold washing activities and cash remittances by family members 
working in large towns and cities.  Sales of animals in livestock-raising areas in the far north 
provide herders with the means to buy grain and meet other social needs.  Animal owners are 
still benefiting from favorable terms of trade with the plunge in grain prices. 
 
Small-scale trading is a year-round activity in all parts of the country and is especially brisk in 
border areas and in the vicinity of large towns and cities. 
 
 
6. Outlook and conclusion 
 
With the large availability of grain, the slowdown in exports, continuing low price levels and the 
promising start for the 2004-05 growing season, with most farming areas of the country already 
reporting a sizeable amount of rainfall, the food outlook through August of this year is looking 
good.  Farmers have begun to clear their fields and spread organic fertilizer in preparation for 
planting. 
 
The most frequently voiced concern is that farmers could cut down on the size of the area 
planted in crops grown solely for consumption, favoring other crops with which they can earn 
much more money.  Field-level technicians are predicting a reduction in the size of the area 
under crops of anywhere from 2.5 percent to 5 percent compared with last year, depending on 
the region in question. 
 
The consequences of such a move could be harmful to farm families in the event of adverse 
agroclimatic conditions, creating production shortfalls and engendering food insecurity 
problems, by which time remaining food reserves would already be quite low.  Despite the 
slump in grain sales, it would be best to encourage farmers to plant as large an area in crops as 
they did last year, to give them time to make certain that the same good agroclimatic conditions 
creating production surpluses last year continue throughout this year’s growing season. 


