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Summary: Very good food security outlook for 2004 

 
The household food security situation is good in all zones of the country.  There 
is good national grain availability, both from traders as well as at the on-farm 
level, where farmers have large grain inventories.  Good harvests of tuber crops 
in the far southern reaches of the country are strengthening the availability of 
farm produce and giving consumers more choices.   
 
The wide availability of grain and tuber crops has been driving food prices 
steadily downwards, facilitating food access for non-grain-producing or grain-
short households who have to purchase supplies on local markets.  Furthermore, 
household income levels in rural areas of the country are improving, thanks to 
sales of vegetables, animals, cash crops (cotton, groundnuts, sesame, etc.) and 
even grain crops. 
 
With the end of the harvesting season, income-generating activities such as 
growing vegetable crops, small-scale livestock-raising activities, animal fattening 
operations, craft-making, small-scale businesses, etc. are becoming increasingly 
important.  The year-end holiday season is a good time for sales, with market 
participants taking in large profits.   
 
The availability of water, pasture, hay and stockpiled artificial fodder should mean 
good feeding conditions for the nation’s animal population for the remainder of 
the dry season. 
 
In sum, 2004 could be an exceptionally good year for most of the population from 
a food security standpoint.  However, it is essential to continue to look for ways of 
shoring up the value of surplus grain crops, with a view to strengthening the 
purchasing power of the farm population. 
 
 
1. Current food security situation 
 
1.1 Availability of farm produce 
 
Maize and tuber crops (yams in particular), whose harvests were especially good 
in the southern and southwestern parts of the country, are available in all areas 
of the country.  The availability of these products is buttressed by large unsold 
commercial inventories (trader and grain bank inventories) left over from last 
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season.  Moreover, large millet and sorghum harvests in the central and northern 
parts of the country as well as the in Sahelian zone are making it more difficult to 
move maize crops, further increasing their availability. 
 
Most farmers have large inventories of crops and market supplies are generally 
plentiful.  Grain banks in the northern half of the country have not yet exhausted 
their supplies and efforts are already underway to replenish their inventories.   
 
However, certain herders in livestock-raising areas in the northern reaches of the 
country have no grain reserves whatsoever.  Forced by pasture and water 
shortages in the wake of the 2002-03 rainy season to leave the area with their 
animals, they were held up in seasonal grazing areas by the unexpectedly early 
onset of this year’s rains.  They found their migration routes already occupied by 
newly planted crops, preventing them from growing their own grain crops during 
the past rainy season. 
 
In addition to their year-round livestock-raising activities, residents of rural areas 
keep themselves busy by growing vegetables and irrigated crops (rice, maize 
and cowpeas).  This year’s harvests of off-season crops are extremely promising, 
given the good availability of water.  However, there are reports of minor lags in 
planting schedules for these crops with this year’s harvests of rainy season crops 
taking longer than usual to bring in.  Prices for vegetable crops are still very high.  
This year’s vegetable production is expected to peak sometime towards the end 
of January. 
 
Certain population groups are currently earning money by engaging in trade 
(particularly along the border) and from craft-making activities such as basket-
making, pottery-making, weaving, etc. 
 
1.2.  Food access 
 
Rural households get their food supplies from their own on-farm inventories and 
can easily afford to eat as many meals as they wish.  Urban households also 
have good food access with the saturation of domestic grain markets.  Large 
flows of food supplies between markets throughout the country continue to drive 
prices down. 
 
 
2. Conditions in stock-raising areas 
 
While most pasture is now dry, from a quantitative standpoint, grazing conditions 
are better than they have been anytime in the past few years.  Grazing lands in 
all parts of the country are still covered with thick vegetation.  There is good 
water availability, even in the Sahelian zone.  As a result, animals are in good 
condition and, thus far, there has been very little seasonal migration. 
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Animal health conditions are relatively calm, but vaccination and other preventive 
health programs are still in progress to prevent outbreaks of certain epizootic 
diseases (such as Newcastle Disease, symptomatic anthrax and pasteurellosis) 
 
The approaching year-end holiday season is energizing livestock markets.  
Herders are selling large numbers of animals to meet needs engendered by the 
holiday period but, despite the increase in supplies, animal prices are still rising 
in the face of current heavy demand from non-herder households in general and 
urban households in particular. 
 
The combination of rising prices for livestock and falling grain prices is tipping the 
terms of trade for these products in favor of herders and their families. 
 
 
3. Food outlook 
 
The food outlook for 2004 is extremely positive: 
 

• There are reports of large on-farm and commercial inventories in all parts 
of the country; 

• Prices are still moving steadily downwards, thereby facilitating food access 
for grain-short households and non-farm families; 

• Conditions are currently good for alternative income-generating activities 
(sales of livestock, vegetable crops, etc.)  

 
However, officials are concerned by the falling prices for farm produce, which are 
forcing farmers to sell large volumes of grain in order to meet other essential 
needs.  Moreover, the opportunity afforded by this season’s good harvests to pay 
off outstanding social debts (funeral and marriage costs, loans, etc.) could 
contribute to the mismanagement of available grain supplies.  Thus, it is highly 
recommended that appropriate measures be taken to optimize returns on sales 
of farm produce and to continue to build awareness of the importance of good 
post-harvest management practices, so that 2004 is truly a year of genuine food 
security. 

 


