
Réseau du Système d’Alerte Précoce contre la Famine de l’USAID: FEWS NET 
01 B.P.:1615 Ouagadougou 01, Burkina Faso, West Africa 

Tel: 226-31-46-74, Fax: 33-54-81, E-mail: fewsbf@fasonet.bf or jsimpore@fews.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary: Good grain availability and access implies good food security prospects 
between now and the upcoming harvest season.   
 
The food situation of most households is promising.  In most cases, there are grain 
supplies available on farm, as well as on local markets.  Moreover, there are ongoing 
assistance programs for impoverished communities concentrated primarily in the 
northernmost reaches of the country. 
 
Both price trends and price levels are encouraging for this time of year.  Grain prices are 
reportedly down from May in Dori (except for the price of millet) and maize prices have 
declined in Ouahigouya.  In general, all grain prices appear to have leveled off on most 
markets tracked by FEWS NET.   
 
However, grain access is still rather complicated for poor communities in the northern 
part of the country, where purchasing power has been eroded by the slump in sales of 
animals, the main source of security capital in this region.  Moreover, water shortages 
have prevented those engaging in off-season activities from earning enough additional 
income to manage current grain deficits. 
 
The rainy season is already more or less underway in all farming areas of the country, 
with rather large variations in seasonal rainfall totals.  Current rainfall totals for 
Ouahigouya, Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso are up from June of last year, but are 
below the five-year average (1998-2002) at all gauging stations monitored by FEWS 
NET, with the sole exception of Ouahigouya. 
 
The food outlook is encouraging, thanks to ample grain availability at this time, ongoing 
humanitarian programs targeting the most vulnerable population groups and the 
promising start of this year’s growing season, which should further improve grain 
availability as speculators begin releasing stockpiled grain products.   
 
 
1) Grain availability 
 
Grain availability is quite good.  Supplies of all major grains (millet, sorghum and maize) 
are adequate and, in some cases, more than ample, though not as large as they were 
during the harvest period.  On-farm grain reserves are difficult to quantify but, according 
to food security authorities (local agriculture department officials), farmers in the 
southern and western parts of the country still have rather large grain supplies.   
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Markets are still well stocked with grains, with any and all surpluses isolated and shipped 
north.  On-farm inventories in the north consist primarily of grain reserves set aside by 
farmers in the Sahelian zone as a matter of course to feed their families during the rainy 
season.  Markets in this part of the country have ample supplies of grain products, even in 
the most remote districts.   
 
Grain availability in this area, which is the most vulnerable to food insecurity problems, 
is shored up by the humanitarian aid provided by the government, international 
organizations and NGOs.  The World Food Program (WFP) has just announced a major 
aid program for returning refugees from Ivory Coast, and the NGO known as ISCOS is 
continuing its efforts to help farmers set up and run grain banks. 
 
Market supplies of grain have been further reinforced by the impressive volume of maize 
entering the country from Ivory Coast in the wake of the current unrest between the 
North and South, as well as from Ghana.  Part of this maize is being exported together 
with locally grown crops to Mali and Niger.  The availability of maize is also shored up 
by off-season crop production in small-scale irrigation programs. 
 
 
2) Grain access 
 
The excellent availability of grain products has caused prices to level off and, in certain 
locations, decline.  Thus, millet prices are down slightly from last month in Ouahigouya 
and appear to be leveling off in Dédougou and Fada.  However, millet prices in Dori are 
still rising, most likely due to supply problems caused by poor road conditions, which is a 
chronic problem during the rainy season.  Millet prices in Dédougou, Fada and 
Ouagadougou are running below the average for the last five years.  Prices on other 
markets are still above the five-year average.   
 
In the specific case of millet, the prized grain in livestock-raising areas of the north, there 
are rather large price differentials over very short distances.  For example a 100 kg sack 
of millet costs approximately 19,500 F in Falangountou, but only 15,000 F in the city of 
Dori lying some 50 km farther south.  Due to the poor condition of local roads, people in 
these areas may run an especially high risk of experiencing food insecurity problems 
during the current consumption period. 
 
In general, maize prices are down from last month, except in Bobo-Dioulasso, where they 
show no change, and in Fada, where they are reportedly up slightly.  Current market 
prices for maize are running below the average for the last five years, except in 
Ouahigouya, where prices are still slightly above the five-year average. 
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Figure 1: Millet prices for June ‘03, compared with May ‘03 and the average for the 
last 5 years 

 
 
 
Figure 2: Maize prices for June ‘03, compared with May ’03 and the average for the 
last 5 years 

 
 
 
3) At-risk groups 
 
At-risk groups in the south and west include returning refugees, low-income city dwellers 
and a handful of communities in the southwest (Bougouriba, Poni, etc.), whose 
inadequate means of production and mismanagement of their harvested crops prevents 
them from producing enough to meet their food needs successfully. 
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In the north, in addition to returning refugees and the urban poor, most local residents to 
some extent, are having problems meeting their food needs.  Their precarious food 
situation in the wake of a string of poor harvests, with their social capital coming mainly 
from pastoral activities, has been exacerbated by the current shortage of pasture and the 
slump in animal sales following the slowdown in exports to Ivory Coast. 
 
In addition to this general vulnerability, entire departments are at risk of experiencing 
serious food insecurity problems, as in the case of Déou, Oursi, Falangountou, Tinakoff 
etc., where nearly all young people have opted for seasonal migration, both to improve 
their food situation and to save their animals from succumbing to the high mortality rates 
in these areas. 
 
 
4) Off-season income-generating activities 
 
In addition to their good harvests, the situation of communities in the southern, western 
and eastern parts of the country is bolstered by additional food and income from fruit 
production, off-season crops, cotton production, small-scale fishing activities made 
possible by the availability of adequate water resources and from businesses and seasonal 
employment in urban areas.   
 
The situation in the north is somewhat more complicated.  Animal sales, which are the 
main source of cash income in this area, are suffering as a result of the shutdown of the 
livestock market in Ivory Coast and the rollbacks in prices for major animal products.  In 
Djibo, for example, a bull in good condition is presently selling for 150,000 F, rams are 
going for somewhere around 27,500 F and male goats are bringing in an average of 
22,500 F.  Current prices are down by anywhere from 10 to 25 percent from the same 
time last year, while a 100 kg sack of millet is selling for 15,000 F in this same area. 
 
Moreover, there is not very much business activity with the regular population 
movements observed in this area.  Likewise, off-season crop production is limited by the 
water shortage in this area.   
 
Nevertheless, craft-making is reportedly an attractive occupation during the off season, as 
in the case of the tanneries in Kaya and in other parts of the north, most likely due to the 
availability of leather and animal skins.   
 
 
5) Progress of the 2003-2004 growing season 
 
The rainy season is more or less already underway in all parts of the country, with rather 
large variations in seasonal rainfall totals.  Current rainfall totals for Ouahigouya, 
Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso are up from June of last year, but are below the five-
year average (1998-2002) at all gauging stations monitored by FEWS NET, with the sole 
exception of Ouahigouya.   
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Figure 3: Rainfall totals for June 2003, compared with totals for June 2002 and the 
average for June 1998 through June 2002 
 

 
 
The rains have been falling in the southern and western parts of the country since April, 
where the growing season is already well underway. 
 
Regular rain in the rest of the country has allowed farmers to finish planting their crops.  
A few localized areas in Manga department in Zoundwéogo province have still not gotten 
enough rain for farmers to begin planting their fields. 
 
There have been several periods of heavy rain in the north (in Ouahigouya, Djibo, etc.) 
and, in general, as predicted by most experts in the field, this year’s growing season is 
rather promising as far as rainfall conditions are concerned. 
 
 
6) Future outlook 
 
Food security prospects are good, according to current indicators of country-wide grain 
availability and access.  Conditions could further improve with the help of food aid (from 
the government, the WFP and various NGOs) for returning refugees and other 
disadvantaged groups. 
 
Moreover, the good outlook for the growing season in progress should minimize the 
speculative practice of stock-piling grain products which, in turn, should keep grain 
availability up and prices down.   
 
However, impoverished communities in the north, further weakened by the poor 
performance of the livestock market, will need to be closely monitored. 


