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Summary: The food situation for the period from April through October could be 
reasonably close to normal if multiple efforts are maintained. 

 
On the whole, the food situation for most of the population is good.  Residents of food deficit 
areas in the North and in the Sahelian zone are getting help through food aid programs that 
regulate prices and effectively strengthen distribution channels from areas with good grain 
availability.  Yields from both cultivated and wild fruits are improving the quantity and quality of 
food intake for many households. 
 
In the wake of the crisis in Ivory Coast and the rainfall deficit, April 2003 has been different from 
other years.  In fact, the disruption in livestock exports and emigration to Ivory Coast and the 
decline in the capacity of reservoirs, particularly in the North, that have limited dry-season 
activities, have minimized the effectiveness of household coping strategies.  Everyone is hoping 
for this year’s rainy season to get underway as soon as possible and to be better than the last. 
 
The food outlook between now and the beginning of the lean period is good.  In addition to the 
positive factors referred to above, harvests of off-season crops are in, and sizeable volumes of 
aid have been pledged under cooperation programs.  Ideally, interventions by interested 
stakeholders will be coordinated and available food supplies will be well managed at the 
institutional level. 
 
However, unknown variables such as the crisis in Ivory Coast and extent of grain exports could 
throw off current forecasts.   
 
A look at agroclimatic conditions shows most of the country affected by rainstorm activity 
producing measurable rainfall, particularly in the West. 
 
As these monsoon conditions continue, farmers are engaged in preparing their fields and 
clearing their land for the planting of new crops.   
 
 
1- Agroclimatic conditions 

 
The monsoon winds gathered momentum over the course of the first dekad of April, bringing 
rain to most of the country’s farming areas.  The Southwest and West received the most rainfall, 
where, as illustrated in Figures 1-b and 1-d, the growing season is about to get underway.  
Likewise, Figure 1-c shows conditions in the western reaches of the country that are ripe for the 
planting of millet, sorghum and maize crops.   
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Figure 1: Interpretation of Normalized Difference Vegetation Indexes (NDVI) for Burkina 
Faso, based on NOAA satellite imagery and excerpt from the Africa Weather Hazards 
Assessment image for first dekad of April, 2003  
 

1-a) First dekad of April 2003 
 

 

1-b) First dekad of April 2003 versus third 
dekad of March 2003  
 

 

1-c) Excerpt from the Africa Weather 
Hazards Assessment image for the week of 
April 1-9, 2003  

 

1-d) First dekad of April 2002 vs average for 
1982-2000 

 

Legend: Current images 

 
 

Legend: Comparative images 

 

 
According to the National Meteorological Service, rainfall rates during this ten-day period ranged 
from 0.1 mm in one day at Pô to 42.3 mm over a four-day period at Bobo–Dioulasso.   
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An examination of the images presented in Figure 1 shows that the beginning of the growing 
season is at hand.  As the monsoon winds gather strength, the main farming activities are the 
preparation of fields and the clearing of land for the upcoming planting period. 
 
There is already new growth on pasture lands, but their carrying capacity is still extremely 
limited.  Thus, there is still no visible improvement in the condition of stock animals in most 
farming areas. 
 

 
2- Food availability and access 
 
The national food situation is showing positive signs.  Supplies on markets and in grain banks 
around the country are ample thanks to the energetic efforts of grain traders and various 
humanitarian operations.  The government food aid program currently in progress is targeted 
primarily at the country’s northernmost regions reporting production shortfalls at the end of the 
last growing season. 
 
These interventions have kept prices relatively stable.  Looking back at the month of March, the 
most striking price movements were the sharp cuts in millet prices on the Dori market and the 
hikes in maize prices in Dédougou, Dori and Ouagadougou.  Prices for grain products on the 
other markets tracked by FEWS NET showed very little change.   
 
Using the average for 1998 through 2002 as a benchmark value, current prices for all grain 
products have increased by varying degrees on virtually all markets tracked by FEWS NET.  
However, this growth in prices has nothing to do with shrinking inventories, but may be tied to 
social and population dynamics and commercial grain trade.   
 
According to food security assessments, the food situation is still satisfactory, as it has been for 
the past two months.  The most vulnerable population groups are being targeted by 
humanitarian organizations which, hopefully, should ensure them a regular food supply in the 
coming months, regardless of the volume of cross-border trade in grain products. 
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Figure 2: Grain prices for the first two weeks of April 2003, compared with March 2003 
and the average for 1998-2002. 
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3- Effects of the crisis in Ivory Coast 

 
The crisis in Ivory Coast is gradually diminishing, both in terms of the level of hostilities on the 
battle field and in the diplomatic arena, where negotiations have succeeded in forming a 
reconciliation government. 
 
Trading between the two countries is gradually picking up.  In fact, markets in Ivory Coast have 
ample supplies of imported livestock from Burkina Faso, and the authorities have announced 
their intention of resuming rail service in the very near future which, from both a historical and 
economic perspective, is the most important link and the major mode of transport between the 
two countries (particularly for freight shipments). 
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However, there is still a stream of Burkinabè immigrants returning home to their native villages.  
A number of refugee villages have been established, which suggests that some or part of these 
households are planning to settle in permanently, the direct effect of which will be an increase in 
food needs.   
 
The impact of the crisis in Ivory Coast on food security conditions is considerable, both at the 
national level and from the standpoint of the households directly affected by this return migration 
by family members.  At the provincial level, the crisis is affecting different regions in very 
different ways.  Field trips to Koulpelogo and Boulgou provinces in April, for example, revealed 
no discernible food problems.  There was good grain availability and price trends were normal 
for this time of year.  Livestock prices, however, were down slightly due to the saturation of 
markets throughout these provinces with animals usually sold in Ivory Coast.   
 
However, families of returning refugees unable to afford the cost of grain products could be 
facing a food access problem.  If this turns out to be the case, these households should be able 
to count on community assistance to help resolve this predicament.   
 
Most likely, the food situation in other southern and western provinces is more or less 
comparable to that of the two provinces referred to above.  However, this may not be the case 
in the country’s northern provinces with closer ties to Ivory Coast and, thus, more affected by 
the disruption in livestock trading and the stream of returning refugees.   
 
 
4- Miscellaneous remarks 
 
A number of important factors are helping to strengthen current food security conditions for the 
population of Burkina Faso.  For example: 
 

o Fruit production (from cultivated and wild fruits) is booming.  There is no statistical data 
available, but all regions of Burkina Faso, particularly the westernmost reaches of the 
country, produce large quantities of mangoes at this time of year, which help meet food 
needs from both a quantitative and a qualitative standpoint.  Unfortunately, although 
these products start out costing virtually nothing, high transportation costs associated 
with the poor condition of roads servicing the North and the Sahelian region of the 
country are making these products unaffordable for residents of these areas. 

 
o Traditional off-season activities (vegetable farming, operation of feedlots, etc.) and grain 

production under the small-scale irrigation program have also been instrumental in 
strengthening the food situation.  The small-scale irrigation program, in particular, is 
being vigorously pursued by agricultural officials and, as a result, has been making rapid 
strides. 

 
o Japan has just made a 1.8 billion CFAF grant to Burkina Faso.  These funds are 

earmarked for purchasing rice to help the government resolve the country’s food security 
problems.  The grant funds are also designed to bolster government efforts to develop 
the nation’s agricultural potential to ensure lasting food security at the country-wide level.   
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The following important ongoing activities should help improve food security assessments: 
 

o The Agricultural Forecasting and Statistics Office (Direction Générale des Prévisions et 
des Statistiques Agricoles) is in the process of conducting a survey as the basis for a 
quantitative assessment of vegetable production.   

 
o The Ministry of Animal Resources is currently preparing to conduct a survey to estimate 

the size of the national livestock herd.  The findings from this survey, which is the 
second of its kind since 1989, should furnish detailed information on the size of the 
animal population, its make-up and its breakdown by geographic area and by inhabitant, 
as well as other indicators allowing for a more thorough examination of food security 
issues relating to livestock and animal products. 

 
o Lastly, the WFP has undertaken a Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping study as the basis 

for refining interpretations of future shocks and for mounting appropriate interventions for 
affected population groups. 

 
 

5- Conclusion - Outlook  
 
The food outlook between now and the upcoming lean period seems good.  Distribution 
networks, humanitarian aid, fruit supplies and off-season crop production should be able to 
sustain a satisfactory level of food security under normal conditions for this time of year.   
 
However, the most important unknown variables are the crisis in Ivory Coast and the 
massive outflows of grain, which could spoil this positive outlook at any given point.   


