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Summary 
 
Despite wide spatial-temporal disparities in agro-pastoral conditions over the course of 
the 2002-03 growing season, statistical forecasting experts are predicting a good grain 
harvest. 
 
Assessments of grain availability by forecasting experts show a rather large 672,900 MT 
surplus after meeting human consumption needs.   
 
The percentage of food needs met by production is the highest it has been in the past 
five years.   
 
Of 45 provinces, 27 have coverage rates of anywhere from 123 percent to as high as 
288 percent, while 8 provinces are more or less at the break-even point, with coverage 
rates ranging from 92 percent to 113 percent.  Only 10 provinces are showing low 
coverage rates.   
 
Given the high percentage of provinces with production surpluses, it should be possible 
to mobilize enough surplus grain to come to the aid of deficit provinces.  If current 
forecasts are borne out by final balance sheet figures, which should be released 
sometime in the next few months, Burkina Faso should be able to handle any requests 
for food aid by setting up an efficient management and distribution system for its 
available grain production.   
 
However, notwithstanding this promising outlook at the national level, there are certain 
areas of the country in which food security conditions are not looking quite so good, 
particularly in the north and the Sahelian zone, where problems created by poor grain 
harvests are further complicated by shortages of water for growing off-season crops, 
poor pasture production and the resulting reduction in income from livestock-raising 
activities, and the crisis in Ivory Coast which, to a large degree, is cutting off remittances 
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from Malian migrants living in that country.  In reaction to this situation, local residents of 
Yatenga province, for example, are reactivating former gold washing sites and growing 
vegetable crops in areas where there are still adequate water sources.  In the Sahel, the 
nation's foremost livestock-raising area, one of the main solutions of the part of local 
pastoralists to the pasture availability problem is seasonal migration to grazing lands in 
the southern and western parts of the country.   
 
 
1.  Projected outcome for the 2002-03 crop year 
 
Rainfall conditions throughout the 2002-03 crop year were fairly good.  In general, the 
rainy season got off to an extremely late start, with relatively little rainfall in certain areas 
and wide spatial-temporal disparities in the pattern of precipitation from one region of 
the country to another.  As a result, total biomass production and water levels in 
reservoirs around the country are down from last year, which could undermine 
vegetable production and livestock-raising activities, particularly in the northern half of 
the country.  However, rainfall rates throughout the month of August enabled crops to 
develop normally.   
 
Thus, current estimates by the Agricultural Statistics and Forecasting Unit (DGPSA) 
attached to the Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and Fisheries (MAHRH) 
estimate grain production at 2,750,300 MT, which is a five-year record.  This does not 
include yields from non-grain crops such as tubers (sweet potatoes, yams and 
cassava), which are among the staples of the diet in certain provinces such as Nahouri. 
 
The slump in animal production mirrors the deterioration in total biomass production.  
The carrying capacity of grazing lands cannot continue to support current stocking rates 
in farming areas of the north and the Sahelian zone, throughout the far northern 
reaches of the country. 
 
 
2.  Projected grain balance for 2002–03 
 
Current projections by the DGPSA put grain availability (projected output + opening 
inventories + imports and food aid) for the 2002-03 crop year at approximately 
3,141,600 MT, compared with 2,468,700 MT in estimated needs (human consumption, 
closing inventories and exports) as of October 31, 2003.  Food needs are estimated at 
190 kg of grain per person per year, based on a total population figure of 12,009,274 as 
of April 30, 2003.  These projections of available production, which is a five-year record, 
and estimated needs add up to a net grain surplus of roughly 672,900 MT.   
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Table 1: Projected grain balance sheet for the 2002–03 crop year 
 
Item Volume 
Available nationwide production 
Opening inventories 
Commercial imports and food aid 
Total grain availability 

2 750 300 
   154 800 
   236 500 
3 141 600 

Human consumption needs 
Closing inventories 
Projected exports 
Total needs 

2 281 700 
   142 400 
      44 600 
2 468 700 

Net surplus    672 900 
 
According to this projection, and if current forecasts are borne out by final balance sheet 
figures, which should be released sometime in the next few months, Burkina Faso 
should be easily able to handle any requests for food aid by setting up an efficient 
management and distribution system for its available grain production. 
 
 
3.  Food outlook 
 
According to these rather good forecasts, the country's food outlook is quite promising.  
Most provinces around the country should be able to meet a more than acceptable 
percentage of their food needs.  The basis for the establishment of coverage rates is 
meaningful only at the provincial level and takes into account human population density, 
the main grain crops grown in such area and prevailing biophysical conditions over the 
course of the growing season. 
 
Thus, of 45 provinces, 27 have coverage rates of anywhere from 123 percent to as high 
as 288 percent, with potentially large grain surpluses which could go to food-deficit 
provinces.  Another 8 provinces are more or less at the break-even point, with coverage 
rates ranging from 92 percent to 113 percent.  This category includes most provinces in 
the northern part of the country (Yatenga, Lorum and Passoré), an area plagued by a 
structural food deficit.   
 
Only 10 provinces are showing low coverage rates.  One such province is Kadiogo (with 
the country's capital city of Ouagadougou).  Another is Nahouri, most of whose 
residents grow tubers or are engaged in commerce.  The list obviously also includes 
Séno, Bam and Zandoma provinces, all of which are in areas where unfavorable agro-
pastoral conditions undermined local crop and animal production.  In contrast, Poni 
province, which is showing a large grain deficit is surrounded by surplus provinces.  In 
any event, these numbers will need to be reconfirmed once final crop performance 
figures have been released.  Contrary to all expectations, certain provinces reputed to 
be vulnerable to food insecurity problems (Oudalan and Soum) in low rainfall areas of 
the country are among this year's high-production, surplus provinces, able to meet the 
food needs of local residents.   
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In short, this crop year is expected to turn out to be one of the best in the past five years, 
assuming current forecasts are borne out by final performance data. 
 
However, while the projected surplus can be explained by outputs from high-production 
areas, the accuracy of provincial level coverage rates for local food needs is somewhat 
questionable.  In fact, the spatial breakdown of provinces according to their coverage of 
corresponding food needs presented in Figure 1 is inconsistent with the country's 
division into agroclimatic zones.    
 
Thus, the anomalies in the classification of Oudalan and Soum provinces as "surplus" 
provinces and of Poni province as a "deficit" province, given their geographic position 
on the map in Figure 1, suggest that these projected coverage rates may need to be 
revised.   
 
 
Figure 1: Provincial-level grain balance for 2002–03  
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4.  Current food situation 
 
Harvesting activities are almost complete in most farming areas.  However, as 
illustrated in Figure 2, December grain prices were up from the previous month 
(November), visibly higher than at the same time last year and well above the five-year 
average on virtually all markets tracked by FEWS NET.   
 
This price escalation is unwarranted in light of projected coverage rates and the 
expected surplus and may be an early sign of eventual food insecurity problems in 
certain regions of the country.  In fact, there are already reports of hardship the north 
and the Sahelian zone.  Special missions dispatched to these areas by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Water Resources and Fisheries are busy gathering information on current 
conditions.  The word is that entire families in the north and the Sahelian zone have not 
harvested any crops whatsoever.  As a palliative measure, local residents are going 
back to working gold mines, some of which have long been abandoned, as their choice 
of migration destinations has been limited by the current crisis in Ivory Coast. 
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Figure 2: Comparison of price trends for major types of grains 
 
Figure 2a: Millet prices for Dec. 02, Nov. 02, Dec. 01 compared with the five-year average 
 

 
Figure 2b: Sorghum prices for Dec. 02, Nov. 02, Dec. 01 compared with the five-year average 
 

 
Figure 2c: Maize prices for Dec. 02, Nov. 02, Dec. 01 compared with the five-year average 
 

 
Source: SIM (Market Information System) Data 
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5.  Conclusion  
 
In light of prevailing conditions throughout this year's growing season and trends in 
grain prices, the months ahead could be difficult ones from a food security standpoint 
compared with last year, as well as the five-year average.  Water shortages, the plunge 
in pasture production and the crisis in Ivory Coast could undermine off-season crop and 
animal production and cut off remittances from migrants living in that country, which, in 
turn, could heighten problems created by poor harvests in certain regions of the country. 
 
Improved monitoring of at-risk areas is essential for the timely detection of emerging 
food security problems. 
 


