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BURKINA FASO Food Security Outlook February to September 2017 

Food security outlook for the far north dependent on trends in livestock prices 

   
KEY MESSAGES 

 

 In spite of generally below-average harvests, food 
consumption by poor households in the far north of the 
country is still in line with the norm, based mainly on 
household production. Between now and April, they will 
not be forced to resort to any atypical strategies to 
maintain their food access and will experience Minimal 
acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 1). 
 

 Market gardening activities currently underway, assisted 
by good water availability, are serving as an alternative 
source of income for farmers, preventing them from having 
to sell their cereal crops at low prices immediately after the 
harvest. These activities are providing jobs for very poor 
households while, at the same time, helping to strengthen 
and diversify the supply of market garden crops. Markets 
are already fairly well stocked with cereal crops that are selling at prices close to the five-year average.  
 

 Livestock markets across the country are still being affected by the decreased demand from Nigeria. Markets in the far 
north are also experiencing difficulties from the recurrent terrorist attacks, which are driving down the prices of livestock 
and reducing household purchasing power, particularly that of the poorest households. In the coming months, 
households that are normally already highly market-dependent will be even more dependent on local markets, while 
their weak purchasing power will curtail their food access. As a result, they will be facing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels of 
acute food insecurity between April and September. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

Current acute food security outcomes, February 2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map shows current relevant acute food insecurity outcomes for 
emergency decision-making. It does not reflect chronic food insecurity. 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Current situation  
 

Crop production 
National cereal production for the 2016-2017 crop year is 
projected to be 4,705,030 metric tons, which puts it up by 12.30 
percent from the previous crop year and 6.48 percent above the 
five-year average.  
 
Markets and trade flows  
There are average diversified supplies of food crops on markets 
around the country, with a large presence of market garden 
produce and tubers (sweet potatoes, potatoes, and yams). 
Market garden production is flourishing, spurred by good water 
availability and assistance from the government and its partners 
for off-season farming activities, providing farmers with enough 
income to enable them to better time the marketing of their 
cereal crops. 
 
There is still little household demand for staple cereals on local 
markets, with most households still relying on home-grown crops 
for their food consumption. In general, prices are unchanged from 
last year but are reportedly slightly below the five-year average 
by four percent in the case of maize, five percent in the case of 
sorghum, and three percent in the case of millet. Prices for cash 
crops such as cowpeas and sesame are up from last year by nine 
percent and 10 to 20 percent respectively, while groundnut prices 
are down by 15 percent. They are all still close to the five-year 
average. 
 
Business on livestock markets remains slow, particularly in the 
case of cattle, and exports to Nigeria are still down. The only 
potential markets for exporters (Benin, Ghana, Côte-d’Ivoire, and 
Togo) are currently saturated with surplus supplies of animals. 
However, the crisis on the large ruminant market driving prices 
down to approximately 20 percent below-average will only 
marginally affect very poor and poor households whose food 
access does not depend on the sale of large animals. On the other 
hand, February prices for small ruminants which, in general, were 
close to the five-year average on most markets should be of 
benefit to very poor households. The recurrent terrorist attacks in 
the far north of the country are shutting down schools and disrupting livestock markets in certain areas (as in the case of the 
Djibo market). 
 
Income 
As usual, poor households are earning income from market gardening and gold panning activities and other sources such as 
construction work, the sale of fodder and straw fencing, and the sale of small ruminants and poultry. The average price of a 
gram of gold at gold prospecting sites is currently at 28,000 CFAF, up from 25,000 CFAF at harvest time, which is approximately 
20 percent above the five-year average. Such a lucrative price is fanning the enthusiasm of prospectors at these sites.  
 
 

 
 
 

Most likely estimated food security outcomes for February 

through March 2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Most likely estimated food security outcomes for May through 

September 2017 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

These maps show relevant acute food insecurity outcomes for emergency 

decision-making. They do not reflect chronic food insecurity.  
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Humanitarian assistance 
Once again, the government and its partners are planning to mount various humanitarian assistance programs this year, 
including cash transfer programs, subsidized cereal sales programs, and treatment programs for acute malnutrition. However, 
their plans have not yet translated into any actual field operations. 
 
 

Assumptions  
 

The most likely food security scenario for February through September May 2017 is based on the following general 
assumptions: 

 

 An average rainy season: Seasonal forecasts are calling for a timely start of the rainy season across the country. Likewise, 
they are projecting a near-average distribution of rainfall and normal end-of-season. 
 

 Near-average staple food prices: Average market supplies of cereal crops, normal supplies of market garden crops, and 
a standard household demand will keep movements in staple food prices in line with average seasonal trends throughout 
the outlook period. 

 

 Normal to above-normal incomes: Sales of small ruminants and market garden crops (between February and May) at 
stable prices, the rise in the purchase price of a gram of gold, and the usual demand for farm labor (for land preparation 
work through May and crop maintenance work between July and September) should help provide poor households with 
near to above-average incomes. 

 

 A typical lean season in pastoral areas: The average levels of watering holes and average pasture availability should help 
get livestock through a normal lean season between March and June, pending the growth of fresh pasture beginning in 
July with the timely start of the rainy season. This will help ensure timely return migration by transhumant livestock 
herds.  

 
 

Most likely food security outcome 
 
Stable prices for staple foodstuffs and normal to above-normal levels of income-generation will help give poor households 
near-normal food access during the outlook period. The timely start-of-season will help ensure the usual availability of wild 
plant foods, milk, and early green maize and short-cycle millet crops.  
 
Normal food consumption will help stabilize global acute malnutrition rates at levels close to the five-year median rate (8.6 
percent). Accordingly, most poor households will experience Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity throughout the 
entire outlook period.  

 
AREAS OF CONCERN 
 

Livelihood zone 8 (North transhumant pastoralism and millet) 
Poor households account for approximately 31.2 percent of the population of this livelihood zone located in the far northern 
reaches of the country. Their livelihoods hinge mainly on millet production (to meet their food needs, covering them for a 
mere six months, at most, in an average year) and transhumant pastoralism (as a source of income). 
 

Current situation 
 
Crop production 
According to production forecasts for this crop year, harvests by local households will meet only 69 percent of their cereal 
needs, which is approximately eight percent below the five-year average. Based on the findings by joint assessment missions 
conducted by the national early warning system (SAP) and its partners, the municipalities of Déou, Tin-Akoff, Koutougou, and 
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Nassoumbou are at risk for food insecurity due to production shortfalls caused by the poor distribution of rainfall and 
infestations of grain-eating birds and grasshoppers. 
 
Pastoral conditions 
Watering holes in this area are at normal levels. As usual, the condition of local pastures is beginning to deteriorate, though 
animals are still in good physical shape. Transhumant livestock herds have been sighted heading south and to neighboring 
countries (Mali and Niger). However, these are normal herd movements for this time of year. 
 
Market supplies 
Markets are well stocked with cereals from trader inventories. Staple food prices are close to the five-year average, with 
millet prices at 259 CFAF/kg and sorghum prices at 233 CFAF/kg. 
 
Livestock sales in general, and sales of small ruminants in 
particular, are the main source of household income. February 
prices for male goats and male sheep were slightly above the five-
year average by five percent and 16 percent, respectively. In fact, 
goats (including male goats) are the most sought-after animals on 
livestock markets. There are available market supplies of animal 
feed (agro-industrial byproducts) at near-average prices 
(approximately 6500 CFAF for a 50 kg bag of feed cakes).   
 
Most gold panning activities are in the eastern and western 
sections of this livelihood zone. The purchase price of gold at 
these sites is around 28,000 CFAF/gram, or approximately 20 
percent above the five-year average. In addition to these gold 
panning activities, poor households are capitalizing on the usual 
seasonal availability of non-wood forest products (jujube), which 
they are selling at near-average prices (150 CFAF/plate). They are 
also gathering straw and making straw fences, which they are 
selling at 33 percent above-average prices.  

Humanitarian assistance 
There are close to 8,000 Malian refugees in this livelihood zone, 
who are receiving assistance from the U.N. Refugee Agency and 
its partners. Children under the age of five diagnosed with severe 
acute malnutrition through screening programs are being treated 
at health centers. 
 
In sum, food consumption by most poor households is in line with 
the norm, with these households still living mainly from home-
grown crops.  

 

Assumptions 
The most likely food security scenario for February through 
September 2017 is based on the following assumptions: 

 Premature depletion of food stocks: With their smaller than average harvests, poor households will be market-
dependent for their food supplies earlier than usual (by April instead of May, as is generally the norm). As a result, they 
will need to mobilize extra income in order to maintain their market access.  

 Slight rise in cereal prices: Markets will be well-stocked with cereals from trader inventories for the entire outlook period 
due to the integration of local markets with assembly markets and markets in crop-producing areas in the eastern part 
of the country. However, the stronger than usual household demand for food supplies on local markets will drive staple 
cereal prices above the five-year average.  

Figure 1. Projected millet prices on the Gorom-Gorom 

market 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
 

Figure 2.  Straw/straw fence vendors in the Gorom-

Gorom marketplace 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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 Below-average prices for livestock: There should be a larger than average market supply of animals by the month of 
May, fueled by problems with the feeding of livestock. This would slow sales in an area where security issues arising from 
terrorist threats are hampering the smooth operation of livestock markets. The improvement in the physical condition 
of animals between July and September and the heightened demand for livestock during this year’s upcoming feasting 
periods (Ramadan in July and Tabaski in September) will help keep price levels close to the average during that time. 

 Deterioration in terms of trade: The rising prices of staple cereals and falling prices of livestock will weaken terms of 
trade for goats/millet, driving them below-average. 

 Higher incomes from other sources: There will be an increase in income from farm labor (weeding) between July and 
September with food security problems prompting members of poor households to spend more days away from their 
farms working for others. However, daily wage rates for farm labor are expected to stay close to the average for that 
time of year. The current higher price of gold will help increase income-generation from gold panning activities until the 
official shutdown of gold prospecting sites as of July due to the risk of landslides from heavy rains.  

 Timely return migration by transhumant herds: The timely start-of-season will help spur new pasture growth as of July 
and the return of transhumant livestock herds. As usual, this will also bolster available supplies of milk.  

 
Most likely food security outcome 
There will be normal food access through the end of March. However, as of April, the deterioration in terms of trade will 
reduce household food consumption. Their premature market-dependence in a generally high price period will prompt 
households to resort to larger than usual sales of animals in order to improve their purchasing power. Likewise, poor 
households will try and improve their purchasing power by scaling up their outside labor (spending more time working the 
land of better-off households, expanding their seasonal short-term labor migration, etc.) in order to earn more income. The 
expansion in preventive health and nutrition programs in the last five years has helped bring down GAM rates in this area. 
Thus, barring an outside shock, the deterioration in household food consumption should not have any major negative effect 
on GAM rates, which will continue to hover around the five-year median rate of 10.1 percent. Accordingly, households in this 
livelihood zone will be facing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels of acute food insecurity as of April, until the first harvests at the 
end of September. 

 

Livelihood zone 7 - Municipalities of Banh, Sollé, Baraboulé, and Djibo (North and east livestock and cereals) 
This is a high-potential area for livestock-raising and millet and cowpea production. Poor households account for 
approximately 30.2 percent of the population of this livelihood zone. Their October harvests normally suffice to meet their 
food needs for six to seven months, meaning that their food stocks are normally depleted sometime between April and May. 
The main sources of household income are livestock sales (sales of small ruminants and poultry), the sale of milk, and gold 
panning activities.  
 

Current situation 
 
Crop production 
The severe infestations of grain-eating birds and earlier than usual end of the rainy season negatively affected the last 
harvests of area households, particularly in the municipalities of Banh and Sollé (in Loroum province) and Baraboulé and Djibo 
(in Soum province). This year’s harvests by poor households in these municipalities will meet their food needs for a mere four 
to five months, compared with the norm of six to seven months. 

Markets 
A review of major markets in this livelihood zone shows staple cereal prices running eight to 11 percent above the five-year 
average on the Titao market. Prices on the Djibo market are stable. 
 
A comparison of prices for small ruminants with the five-year average shows prices for goats on the Djibo market are near 
the five-year average and prices for sheep are slightly below-average. On the Youba market, prices for sheep are near-
average, while prices for goats are 14 percent above-average. Terms of trade for goats/millet are still in favor of pastoralists. 
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Income 
With the expansion of market gardening activities in neighboring 
areas, youths are migrating to these areas after the harvest to 
look for work. There are near-average levels of income from the 
sale of straw and fodder. On the other hand, the price of a gram 
of gold at gold panning sites is 20 percent above the five-year 
average.  
 
Pastoral conditions 
There is still sufficient water availability for the watering of 
livestock. However, as usual, pastures are in poor condition and 
crop residues are the main source of food for livestock.  
 
Security situation 
The numerous recurrent attacks by terrorists and bandits in this 
area have significantly limited travel, particularly by livestock 
collectors and foreign buyers frequenting local livestock markets. 
This is tightening supplies and weakening demand for livestock on 
these markets.  
 
Humanitarian assistance 
There are approximately 10,000 Malian refugees at the Mentao 
camp in this area (in Soum province) who are receiving assistance 
from the U.N. Refugee Agency and its partners. 

The large majority of households in this area are currently 
maintaining normal food consumption from household crop 
production. 

Assumptions 
The most likely food security scenario for February through 
September 2017 is based on the following assumptions: 

 Normal pasture conditions for livestock: Average water and pasture availability will translate into the usual normal 
livestock feeding problems between April and June. The timely start of the rains will help promote normal levels of new 
pasture growth as of July.  

 Above-average cereal prices: The premature depletion of food stocks from household crop production will create a 
stronger than usual household demand on local markets. This will keep cereal prices above seasonal averages. 

 Average to below-average livestock prices: With supplies outstripping demand, livestock prices will stay below the five-
year average through at least the month June. Between July and September, the improvement in the physical condition 
of livestock and the heightened demand for live animals for this year’s upcoming feasting periods (Ramadan in July and 
Tabaski in September) will help keep prices close to the average during that time.  

 Deterioration in terms of trade: Terms of trade for livestock/cereals will be weaker than usual through at least the month 
of June with the falling prices of livestock and rising prices of cereal crops. 

 Stable or higher incomes from other sources: There will be larger than usual remittances from short-term seasonal labor 
migration with more workers heading to market gardening sites. The expected normal lean season in pastoral areas will 
translate into a normal demand for fodder for the feeding of livestock. Accordingly, the sale of straw and fodder will 
generate normal levels of income, particularly between February and June.   
 

Most likely food security outcome 

There will be normal food access through the end of March. However, as of April, the drop in income and high level of staple 
food prices will reduce household food consumption. As usual, the end of the market gardening season in April-May will force 
seasonal migrant workers to return home. This will compel households to sell more animals than usual in order to purchase 
high-priced cereals on local markets. However, barring an outside shock, the deterioration in food consumption should not 
have any major negative effect on GAM rates, which will remain close to the five-year median rate (10.1 percent for the 

Figure 3: Projected millet prices on the Djibo market 

 Source: FEWS NET 

 

Figure 4: Buyers and sellers in the Dori marketplace 

   
                                                                        Source: FEWS NET 
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Sahelian region and 10.6 percent for the Northern region). Accordingly, households in this livelihood zone, particularly those 
in the municipalities of Banh, Sollé, Baraboulé, and Djibo, will face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels of acute food insecurity 
through September. 

EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK  

Table 1.  Possible events in the next eight months that could change the outlook 

 
ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes for the upcoming eight-month period, FEWS NET develops a set of basic assumptions about 
likely events, their effects, and the probable responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context 
of current conditions and local livelihoods to develop scenarios predicting food security outcomes. Typically, FEWS NET bases 
its projections on the most likely scenario. Learn more here. 
 

 
  

Area Event Impact on food security conditions 

National  
Cereal sales at 
subsidized prices  

A subsidized cereal sales program will help contain the rise in prices and prevent 
traders from engaging in price speculation. 

Livelihood 
zones 8 
and 7 

Late start of the rains 

The late start of the rains will prolong the lean season in pastoral areas and further 
degrade the physical condition of livestock. In addition, cereal traders will be 
tempted to engage in price speculation, which will contribute to the deterioration 
in terms of trade for livestock/cereals. 

Deterioration in the 
security situation 

The deteriorating security situation with the recurrent terrorist attacks could 
further hamper the smooth operation of local markets and disrupt humanitarian 
programs in this area. This will contribute to the deterioration in household food 
access.   

http://www.fews.net/fr/notre-travail/notre-travail/d%C3%A9veloppement-de-sc%C3%A9nario

