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BURKINA FASO Food Security Outlook Update  April 2011 

Stable prices for local grain crops improve grain access 

Key Messages 
 
• No livelihood zones in any part of the country are facing 

acute food insecurity (Figure 1). Though the levels of the food 
reserves of certain groups of poor households are low, 
earnings from various income-generating activities are 
facilitating market buying. However, the growing market 
dependence of poor households will be visible by May in 
livelihood zone 8 and by June in livelihood zone 7 (Figure 2).  
 

• In general, market supplies of livestock in predominantly 
livestock-raising areas are stable, while prices on certain 
markets are being driven up by strong demand. The currently 
favorable terms of trade for livestock-grain from the 
standpoint of pastoralists could stay that way until the 
beginning of the upcoming rainy season and beyond. 

 
• The long-anticipated restoration of peace in Côte d’Ivoire 

could represent an opening for trade in livestock and certain 
local crops in the coming months. However, for some 
households in livelihood zone 4 (Figure 3), the negative effect 
of this crisis on the inflow of migrant remittances in this area 
cannot be overcome any time in the short-term. 

 
 
Updated food security outlook through June 2011  
  
The high level of household reserves in livelihood zones across the 
country continues to provide good access to staple grains. 
However, as is normal for this time of year, very poor and poor 
households in livelihood zones 8 and 7 (in the Sahelian region and 
the northern reaches of the North-Central and Northern regions) 
are beginning to deplete their household reserves and to resort to 
the market to purchase their food supplies.  
 
The adequate market supplies in the Sahelian region are largely from trader inventories, while farmers in crop-growing 
areas in the western and southern parts of the country continue to supply local markets in these areas. The good harvests 
in neighboring countries have weakened foreign demand. Domestic grain demand in March was still lower than usual due 
to good nationwide harvests, postponing household dependence on local markets. This helps explain the price stability 
since last month and the relatively low grain prices compared with the same time last year in spite of ongoing 
procurements and collections by the Société Nationale de Gestion du Stock de Sécurité Alimentaire (SONAGESS) and other 
agencies and organizations. Prices in assembly markets (such as the Bobo Dioulasso market in the case of sorghum) are 
similar to last year, but prices in deficit production areas are way down from last year (by 18 percent, for example, in the 

Figure 1. Current estimated food security 
conditions, April 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

 
Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes, April-
June 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
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case of millet prices in Djibo, 24 percent in the case 
of March prices for sorghum in the Sahel, and 13 
percent in the case of sorghum prices in Koudougou 
in the Central-Western region). However, in 
general, prices for local grain crops are slightly 
above the five-year average, by nine and 13 percent 
in the case of sorghum prices in Bobo Dioulasso and 
Ouagadougou, respectively, and by 16 percent in 
the case of millet prices in Koudougou and 
Ouagadougou. The largest increases are in millet 
prices. Domestic demand grew slightly in April and 
will continue to grow between now and August. 
 
Current price levels are facilitating grain access for 
market-dependent households with earnings from 
their usual dry season activities. However, with the 
growth in demand as of April and the isolation of 
many areas with the beginning of the rainy season, 
prices will begin to rise, though they will probably 
stay below price levels at the same time last year. 
 
There has been a sharp decline in the availability of natural pasture in northern livestock-raising areas, and the large 
irrigation needs of dry season crops, animal watering needs, and other miscellaneous uses are depleting water sources. 
Nevertheless, pastoral conditions are still better than average. As of April, there have already been reports of herd 
movements southwards and into neighboring countries (Ghana and Togo), but the numbers have been low compared with 
the same time last year. Market supplies of small animals and of cattle in particular are still small to average, but demand 
has been strong, particularly demand for goats in Ghana. Thus, in contrast to price trends in an average year, the usual drop 
in livestock prices after the year-end holiday shopping season has not materialized. In general, prices have been stable since 
last December and higher than at the same time last year. A male goat in good condition is trading for the equivalent of at 
least one 100-kg sack of grain, a threshold indicative of favorable terms of trade for livestock vendors. 
 
The restoration of peace in Côte d’Ivoire could revive the livestock trade with that country and increase prices, making the 
trade even more profitable for pastoralists. The same goes for exports of local crops (millet, cowpeas, etc.) to that country 
by traders. However, the negative effects of this crisis on the inflow of migrant remittances (which account for 20 to 35 
percent of the annual income of households across all wealth groups) in livelihood zone 4 (West cereals and remittances) 
cannot be overcome anytime in the short-term (see the livelihood profile at 
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/bf_profile_fr.pdf). These remittances are used mainly for buying food between 
June and August, for paying tuition fees for schoolchildren in October, for Christmas and other year-end holiday shopping in 
December, and for paying for funeral costs, for example. For the time being, conditions are good enough so that the 
increased use of normal livelihood strategies should suffice to offset any shortfalls. 
 
Poor households in livelihood zone 7 (North and East livestock and cereals) have limited food reserves, but normal market 
supplies (except in the Sebba market in Yagha) are enabling area households to purchase grain with their earnings from 
gold washing and market gardening activities, miscellaneous services, and sales of livestock, scarce cash crops, wood, for 
fuel, etc. Thus, households in this livelihood zone are able to meet their food needs without jeopardizing their livelihoods. 
Aid from various partners (such as the FAO, WFP, OXFAM, ATAD, PREVAS, etc.) for the rehabilitation of certain damaged 
market gardening sites in areas affected by last year’s floods in the form of farm inputs and implements, grants of breeding 
and slaughter animals, or cash-for-work activities have helped protect local livelihoods and generate income.  
 
In general, with the dwindling supply of natural pasture and growing scarcity of animal watering holes, pastoral conditions 
are being classified as fair, though still visibly better than at the same time last year. Thanks to crop residues, fodder 
production, and stacks of hay from the last growing season for rainfed crops, there should be an average to good food 
supply for domesticated animals, which should not be an area of great concern as it was last year (which was marked by a 
pasture deficit). Livestock are still in average to good physical condition. Market supplies of animals have been stable for 

Figure 3. Livelihood zone map  
 

 
 

Source: FEWS NET 
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the past few months, but prices are rising in certain markets such as that of Dori, where there is a growing presence of 
buyers from Ghana and Niger. As of mid-April, a male goat in good condition was trading for the equivalent of two 100-kg 
sacks of millet, with male sheep trading for even more. The usual seasonal decline in livestock prices could begin around the 
middle of May or June as needed supplies of pasture and water to keep animals in good physical condition grow extremely 
tight and market supplies of animals from pastoralists looking to purchase food continue to increase. However, any drop in 
prices between now and June will be small compared with the seasonal average in the face of what is expected to be a 
slightly below-average supply of livestock for that time of year. As a result, terms of trade for livestock-grain should 
continue to favor pastoralists. 
 
Most poor households are not showing signs of acute food insecurity, though some such households could be moderately 
food-insecure by May/June with the decline in gainful on-farm employment opportunities, their occupation with preparing 
their fields for the planting of rainfed crops, average market supplies due to the isolation of certain areas with the onset of 
the first rains, and seasonal increases in grain prices.   
 
Middle-income and better-off households in the far northern reaches of the country in livelihood zone 8 (North 
transhumant pastoralism and millet) still have good food reserves (purchased in advance) but, in general, the food 
reserves of very poor and poor households are running low. However, markets are well-stocked by traders and prices are 
down from the same time last year. A 100-kg sack of millet cost 18,000 XOF in mid-April in the Tin-Akoff market, compared 
with 22,000 XOF at the same time last year. Village-level food security reserves in January-February of this year have still 
not really been put up for sale, with officials holding off until the beginning of the lean season in May or June. Though this 
year’s prices are considered low, they are still high in comparison with the purchasing power of poor households. Earnings 
from the wide variety of different income-generating activities engaged in by this group of households (the selling of wood 
for fuel, hay, milk, and livestock; migrant labor; remittances; gold-washing; and local on-farm employment) are enabling 
them to purchase food supplies in retail markets. However, the expected drop in household income over the course of next 
month as these income-generating activities are scaled back could expose poor households to moderate levels of food 
insecurity. The marketing of village-level food security reserves built with the help of the country’s food security partners 
and government-subsidized sales programs could start up in June, helping to facilitate access by poor households to staple 
grain crops. These village-level reserves can have a major impact at the local level, helping the poor maintain their grain 
access and keeping market prices at reasonable levels. 
 
Animals in this livelihood zone are in good physical condition, and market supplies of cattle in mid-April were down to 
nearly half their normal level. Herd movements by migratory animals are increasing, reducing the size of local animal herds. 
The fact that middle-income and better-off households currently have little need to purchase staple grain crops is another 
possible explanation for this year’s smaller supply of cattle. The sale of a male goat in good physical condition is bringing in 
the equivalent of two 100-kg sacks of millet. However, livestock sales by poor households for the purchasing of food 
supplies will begin later than usual, or sometime in June or July, and will be more limited than usual as they endeavor to 
rebuild their animal herds through new births.  
 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 
 

  
Source: FEWS NET 


