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No acute food insecurity through March 2011 

Key Messages 
 

• Thanks to widespread harvests and the sharp decrease in 
staple food prices, most poor households should not face 
acute food insecurity between November 2010 and the end 
of March of 2011. This also applies to municipalities in the 
Sahelian and North-Central regions and in parts of the East 
previously classified as food insecure due to flooding during 
the 2009/10 consumption period. 
 

• The harvest forecast for 2010/11 estimates grain production 
at 4.5 million metric tons, which is 23 percent above the 
figure for last season. Nationwide food aid needs for the 
2010/11 consumption year should be smaller than usual. 
 

 
Updated food security outlook through March 2011  
 
The regular agricultural survey findings released by the Food 
Security Forecasting Committee estimate gross grain production 
at 4,545,649 metric tons (MT), an increase of 23 percent from last 
season and 21 percent above the five-year average. Figures for 
cash and food crop production have also increased when 
compared to last year by 11 and 44 percent, respectively. The 
projected national grain balance sheet shows a net surplus of 
990,065 MT. 
 
The last measurable rainfall in October caused light damage to 
cowpea crops but should not result in any major crop losses. 
Widespread harvesting activities in all parts of the country are 
helping to improve household food availability, thus, livelihood 
zones across the country are reporting no acute food insecurity 
thanks to on-farm consumption. Household food stores are being 
replenished and income from sales of part of their harvest of cash 
and food crops is enabling poor households to cover miscellaneous food and nonfood costs.  
 
Markets are still functioning normally, supplied, in part, by carryover trader inventories from previous harvests. In the midst 
of what has been a good harvest season, household demand for staple foodstuffs is minimal and grain prices on markets all 
across the country are down from last month. Retail prices for locally grown millet crops in markets in livelihood zone 7 
(North and East livestock and cereals), an area of concern, have fallen by as much as 22 percent. Elsewhere, prices for all 
three major grain crops are down by anywhere from one to 19 percent. 
 

Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes 
November-December 2010  

 
Source: FEWS NET  

 
Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes for 
January-March 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
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Lower prices are giving poor urban households good access to locally grown staple grain crops. Low prices are also enabling 
middle-income and wealthy agropastoral households to acquire directly from the market to meet their daily food needs 
until rebuilding their grain inventories, which certain 
households will earmark for sale. This decrease in 
grain prices could continue into December, if not 
through the middle of January of next year. Price 
levels should be similar to last year, with small 
localized dips in prices as farmers stockpile their 
grain crops with the aid of good harvests of cash 
crops. Terms of trade for livestock/grain will 
continue to favor pastoralists with the good 
availability of inexpensive grain crops and the good 
physical condition of livestock, which is raising their 
market value, particularly in the midst of the year-
end holiday season. 
 
With the commencement of competitive bidding 
processes for institutional procurements, the 
assumptions with respect to price trends outlined in 
the October outlook report are holding true. the 
National Security Reserve Management Company 
(SONAGESS) could be making additional 
procurements of 14,403 MT of local grain crops to build up the National Security Reserve (SNS) and Intervention Stock (SI). 
The company also intends to purchase 4,381 MT of paddy rice and 9,556 MT of cowpeas on behalf of the Ministry of Basic 
Education and Literacy for its school meals program. The World Food Program (WFP) is planning future procurements of 
approximately 1,572 MT of cowpeas, sorghum, and corn.  
 
Pastoral conditions are good in all parts of the country due to good pasture and water availability. The extension of the 
consumption period for on-farm production by at least two months, limiting the need to sell livestock in April through May 
of next year, could help poor households across the country rebuild their small animal herds, except in livelihood zones 7 
(North and East livestock and cereals) and 8 (North transhumant pastoralism and millet) which reported major losses of 
livestock in May/June of this year.   
 
There is good food availability in livelihood zone 7 (North and East livestock and cereals) with ongoing harvests of millet, 
sorghum, and sesame crops and recent harvests of cowpea, groundnut, and earth pea crops. Sales of part of the cowpea, 
groundnut, earth pea, or sesame crops are enabling very poor and poor households to pay-off certain debts incurred during 
the past lean season and to hold onto their grain crops, which should help extend their consumption period by at least one 
month. Thus, poor households with depleted herds which would be forced to sell their animals (normally between April and 
July) in order to buy grain may be able to put off these sales until sometime in May or June. Until then, any purchases of 
extra supplies of staple grains will be made with income earned from local on-farm or non-farm employment, gold washing 
activities, migration income, etc. Migration figures and figures for supplies of local labor and sales of straw should all be 
normal, except in flood-stricken areas, where they will be slightly elevated. On the other hand, once the harvest is brought 
in, gold washing sites will see a larger than usual influx of workers from very poor and poor households in flood-stricken 
areas and elsewhere in search of extra income to facilitate efforts to rebuild their small animal herds.  
 
The additional expenses incurred by poor households in areas impacted by this year’s floods - including costs associated 
with rebuilding homes, replenishing productive assets, and repaying loans - are a very real problem. This group of 
households will be more reliant upon coping strategies than those in areas spared by the floods. There could be an increase 
in temporary local employment opportunities with the strong demand for local labor for reconstruction work and market 
gardening activities in suitable areas. These strategies should not have any major adverse effects on local livelihoods. 
 
Most poor households will be able to meet their food needs in April and through part of May without external assistance. 
However, scheduled aid from certain government partners designed to help poor flood-impacted households rebuild their 
livelihoods (cash transfer programs, grants of breeding animals, animal feed, and animal husbandry inputs, malnutrition 

Figure 3. Livelihood zone map 
 
 

Source: FEWS NET 
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prevention and treatment programs, etc.) could help prevent some of these households from facing acute food insecurity 
by the end of May of next year. This area had the country’s highest malnutrition rate for the third quarter of this year (15 
percent versus nine percent nationwide). This figure should decrease, in line with normal seasonal trends. In fact, the 
malnutrition rate for the first quarter of 2011 could be lower than it was at the same time in 2010. Poor households should 
not face acute food insecurity until April/May of next year.  
 
Millet harvests are nearly completed and sorghum harvests are still underway in livelihood zone 8 (North transhumant 
pastoralism and millet) in the far northern reaches of the country. Household food stores have been replenished with 
freshly harvested crops or are being rebuilt with foodstuffs purchased on the market, where prices are at a seasonal low. 
Market supplies are still normal, but there are few incoming shipments of crops from on-farm inventories. Farmers are 
intent on replenishing their household grain reserves and rebuilding their herds as their main source of income for buying 
grain during the lean season. The low demand for grain for household consumption with this year’s good harvest (which is 
64 percent larger than last year) is forcing traders to clear out their inventories. This gives middle-income households the 
advantage of meeting their daily consumption needs with food supplies purchased on the market, enabling them to further 
extend the consumption period for their own on-farm production. This livelihood zone should not face acute food insecurity 
until next March. The market dependence of poor households could be delayed by approximately one to two months 
compared with the typical annual start of market dependence. 
 
Pastoral conditions are satisfactory thanks to the good availability of natural pasture areas and the high levels of surface 
watering holes. Milk availability is improving, but production levels are still below figures compared to the same time last 
year. Good grain availability and the emphasis on rebuilding depleted animal herds are slowing sales of livestock by the 
poor. This is helping to build market supplies of animals, most of which are from middle-income and wealthy households. 
As a result, livestock prices are up from last month, largely due to heavy demand for the feast of Tabaski and the year-end 
holidays.  
 
The decline in livestock prices as of January will not be nearly as steep as last year due to the strong local demand for meat 
consumption in gold washing areas, in addition to the factors mentioned above. This will limit the ability of poor households 
to rebuild their herds by purchasing new animals. The only other options will be to step up sales of straw or initiate out-
migration to urban areas, gold washing sites, etc. in search of work in order to bring in enough income to buy grain and to 
cut back their sales of livestock as much as possible.  
 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 


