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BURKINA FASO Remote Monitoring Update December 2018 

Civil Insecurity will reduce household food access in livelihood zones 7 and 8 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The deterioration in livestock and cereal trade due to 
ongoing insecurity will reduce poor households’ access to 
food in livelihood zones 7 and 8, which are already facing 
acute global malnutrition rates above the alert threshold, 
putting these zones at risk of Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food 
insecurity between April and May 2019.  
 

• In the rest of the country, despite a precarious security 
situation, above-average agricultural production will 
provide poor households with normal access to food until 
the usual lean season in June. 
 

• Staple food prices will follow the normal seasonal trend, 
with levels around the five-year average, except in 
livelihood zones 7 and 8 where there will be moderate 
increases.  

ZONE CURRENT ANOMALIES PROJECTED ANOMALIES 

National • Expected increase in food production by 
roughly 12 percent for cereals and 25 percent 
for other food crops compared with the five-
year average. 

• Normal seasonal decline in staple cereal 
prices with stable levels for maize and 
increases of up to 10 percent for millet and 
sorghum compared with the five-year 
average. 

• Precarious security situation marked by 
terrorist attacks and threats, targeted mainly 
at the locations of defense and security forces 
and administrative authorities.   

• The supply of agricultural products will remain 
average or above-average owing to typical 
household demand, with households using their 
stock until the usual lean season in June. 

• Prices for staple foods will remain around or 
slightly above the five-year average, due to average 
or above-average market supply levels and typical 
household and institutional demand. 

• Terrorist attacks and threats continue to gain 
ground and may persist in the coming months. 

  

Estimated food security outcomes between December 2018 and 

January 2019 (left) and from February to May 2019 (right) 

  

 Phase 1: Minimal 

! 

Would likely be at least one 

phase worse without 

current or programmed 

humanitarian assistance 
 Phase 2: Stressed 

 Phase 3+: Crisis or higher 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET classification method is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis 

follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of 

national food security partners. 

 

FEWS NET Remote Monitoring countries use a colored outline to represent the 

highest IPC classification in areas of concern. 

http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
http://www.fews.net/about-us/where-we-work
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Livelihood 
zones 7 
and 8 

• The security situation deteriorated during the 
year, particularly in the eastern and Sahel 
regions, with more than 37 and 100 security 
incidents recorded between January and 
October, respectively (United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), November 2018). Terrorist threats 
and attacks have displaced 40,881 persons, 86 
percent of whom are in Soum province. In 
addition, there are 23,500 refugees in the 
Sahel region. 

• Limited access of livestock farmers to certain 
grazing areas due to increased security 
incidents and terrorist threats that also 
disrupt the functioning of livestock markets. 

• Although agricultural production is average in 
these areas, staple food prices (millet and 
sorghum) are 10 to 30 percent above the five-
year average in the Dori, Gayéri, Titao and 
Gorom-Gorom markets. 

 

• Ongoing terrorist threats may increase the number 
of internally displaced persons. 

• Although transhumance will start on time (between 
January and February), ongoing terrorist threats in 
the usual transit corridors will force livestock 
farmers to use alternative routes, which could lead 
to disputes among farmers. 

• Insecurity will continue to disrupt the normal 
functioning of the markets and will cause cereal 
flows and livestock demand to deteriorate, 
particularly in border communities, which will 
consequently worsen livestock and cereal terms of 
trade as poor households become more dependent 
on markets from April onward. 

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH MAY 2019 

With above-average agricultural production, poor households will be able to live off their harvests until the usual lean season. 
They will also be able to generate average to above-average income from the sale of cash crops (groundnut, cowpea, 
sesame). During this marketing period, the prices of these products will be stable or slightly above the five-year average, with 
normal levels of demand within the country and in coastal countries. 

Since November, households have been engaged in market gardening and gold panning activities as usual and satisfactory 
water availability has allowed for one to two production cycles. The price per gram of gold has remained stable at sites since 
the beginning of the year and similar to the average purchase price over the last five years (XOF 22,000 to 25,000). 

Overall, markets will be well supplied with staple food, with external flows remaining normal owing to above-average output 
in neighboring countries.  Cereal purchases intended to replenish the national food security stock are estimated at roughly 
38,800 tons (SONAGESS/CT-CNSA, July 2018), which is not significant enough to disrupt the functioning of the market. As a 
result, cereal prices will follow the seasonal average and remain around the five-year average. 

The deteriorating security situation in livelihood zones 7, 8 and 9 may result in an increased number of internally displaced 
persons in the coming months. Agricultural and forage production is average in these zones, which will allow for a normal 
pastoral season between March and June. Poor households will therefore be able to live off their own output until March, as 
usual. However, increased security incidents and ongoing terrorist threats will limit access to grazing areas in the Far North. 
Similarly, the occupation by terrorist groups of territory to the east of the usual transhumance corridor may force livestock 
farmers to explore other routes in order to reach receiving areas in coastal countries.  

The main livestock markets are located in these areas, which supply the rest of the country and supply outgoing flows to 
neighboring countries. The main buyers (Ghanaians) no longer regularly visit the Djibo and Gorom-Gorom markets, which is 
reducing demand in these markets. In the Dori market, there is an atypical presence of livestock from Niger, which is helping 
to increase supply. Since the decline in the naira/CFA franc exchange rate, livestock exports have decreased, particularly 
cattle exports from the Fada N’gourma market to Nigeria. Thus, during October, goat prices remained stable, but sheep and 
cattle prices fell by 14 and 10 percent, respectively, compared with the five-year average. 
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The deteriorating security situation may reduce food 
flows to this part of the country, particularly to border 
communities in livelihood zones 7 and 8, where poor 
households will be dependent on markets from April 
onward. Food prices will therefore remain moderately 
above the five-year average. In addition, the decline 
in livestock prices will lead to a deterioration of terms 
of trade for livestock and cereals and will reduce poor 
households’ access to food. 

The nutritional situation is also worrying in livelihood 
zones 7 and 8, with an average acute global 
malnutrition rate of 12.6 percent in the Sahel region, 
which ranges from 10.1 percent in Soum province to 
13.4 percent in Séno province (Standardized 
Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions 
(SMART), October 2018). With the closure or slow 
operation of health centers in these areas, the 
management of malnutrition, as well as screening and 
awareness-raising activities, will be limited and will thus not help in reducing the rates currently observed. 

In summary, between December and March, poor households, with the exception of internally displaced persons and 
refugees, will have normal access to food from their own production and income from the sale of cash crops, and will 
therefore have Minimal food insecurity (IPC Phase 1). From April onward, the depletion of stocks will make households more 
dependent on markets, as usual. However, in livelihood zones 7 and 8, reduced access to food and high global acute 
malnutrition rates will put these areas at risk of Stressed food insecurity (IPC Phase 2) from April.    

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

ABOUT REMOTE MONITORING 
In remote monitoring, a coordinator typically works from a nearby regional office. Relying on partners for data, the coordinator uses 
scenario development to conduct analysis and produce monthly reports. As less data may be available, remote monitoring reports 
may have less detail than those from countries with FEWS NET offices. Learn more here. 

 

Figure 1. Projected millet price (XOF/kg) in Djibo for 2018/2019 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

