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Food security remains stable in most of the country, despite a serious dry 
spell that affected parts of Huambo, Benguela and Huila during the main 
cropping season, Most households have been able to cope with the limited 
crop losses through livelihood strategies such as increased charcoal 

production and assistance provided by the government and NGOs to mitigate the effects of the poor harvest. 
However, the risk of food insecurity has increased in 
the districts of Huambo, Benguela and Huila (see 
Figure 1). Increased food insecurity could emerge, if 
the nacas, or lowland, harvest is poor, if staple food 
prices increase unexpectedly or if the coming 
agricultural season is poor.  
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Figure 1.  Areas affected by dry spell and facing increased 
vulnerability 

 
Although, the SADC Regional Climate Outlook 
Forecast, or SARCOF, for October 2006 to March 
2007 indicates a higher possibility of normal to below-
normal precipitation over most of Angola during the 
main agricultural season, a number of factors suggest 
agricultural production and food security could 
improve this year. Reports indicate that there has been 
an increase in the cultivated area, and that livestock 
conditions are good in southern provinces. However, 
poor rains in areas already affected in 2005/06 would 
almost certainly exacerbate the situation in these 
areas. In addition, adequate access to quality seeds 
remains a concern.   

 

 

Significant events timeline 
 

 
 
 
 

  



ANGOLA: FOOD SECURITY UPDATE September 2006
 

Food security and nutrition 
 
Despite the poor rainfall during the last season, food security remains stable in most of the country. The poor 
rains were mitigated by a number of factors. First, the most affected farmers were those that planted late; those 
that planted early or on time were less affected. Second, many households are expected to offset losses during 
the main harvest with good nacas production. Third, sorghum, millet, cassava and sweet potato crops were not 
affected, because these crops are more drought tolerant. Fourth, government irrigation programs have provided 
additional cropping opportunities for winter. Finally, at present there is good availability of locally produced 
and imported food stuffs in local markets, and prices remain stable.   
 
However, in the areas where the dry spell hit hardest, including parts of southwest Huambo, northeast Huila and 
southeast Benguela (see Figure 1), the risk of food insecurity has increased more significantly. In these areas, 
households who did not cultivate cassava, millet, sorghum or sweet potato, did not cultivate on nacas or 
irrigated fields, and/or did not have a diversified source of income are now much more vulnerable to food 
insecurity. 
 
In addition to households affected by the dry spell, returning refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) as 
well as female, elderly and child-headed households remain highly vulnerable to food insecurity. For example, 
in the province of Cunene alone, it is estimated that there existed about 16,000 vulnerable households headed by 
women and elderly persons. 
 
During September, the supply of food products in markets either from local production or imports was 
adequate. Staple food prices are normal for the majority of provinces. However, as the hunger season starts, 
many households have limited financial capacity to purchase adequate food.  
 
While the food security situation is currently stable, it is expected to deteriorate during the hunger season 
between October and March. Given the good overall good food security situation, a mild hunger season is 
expected, except for the households highlighted above who are likely to face a much higher risk of food 
insecurity during this period. These households will have run out of their own production, and will turn to the 
markets to purchase most of their foods. However, with limited access to income, they will find it difficult to 
meet their basic needs. Already many of these households are turning to the collection and sale of charcoal, 
firewood, grasses, wood, wild foods and their own labor to generate income for food purchase. For example, 
households in Cunene are collecting omunyandi fruits (Diospyros Mespiliformis) for their own consumption 
and for making alcohol beverages. Yet, many of these livelihood strategies are unsustainable and 
environmentally damaging and will not provide adequate income to meet all of the household’s needs. 
 
Despite the stress caused by the dry spell, the nutrition status of children under five years of age has followed 
normal patterns this year, and no abnormal increase in the number of patients in nutrition centers has been 
observed. Those cases that have been observed were attributed to diarrhea, malaria, poor sanitation conditions 
and poor weaning practices. While malnutrition rates may increase during the hunger season, they are expected 
to follow normal seasonal patterns. 
 

Season forecast and performance 
 
The 2006 SADC Regional Climate Outlook, held in Gaborone, Botswana in early September, forecast a higher 
probability of normal to above normal precipitation in northeastern (Lunda Norte, Lunda Sul and Moxico) and 
south central (Huambo, Bie, Huila and Cunene) provinces of Angola between October and December 2006 
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(Figure 2). If this forecast holds, the prospects for 
2006/07 crop production in these areas are good. 
However, excess precipitation could lead to floods 
and water logging of crops.  

Figure 2. Long range precipitation forecast for October to 
December and January to March periods 

 
 In contrast, the rest of the country has a higher 
chance of normal to below normal rainfall during 
this same period. Below normal rainfall could 
result in poor crop production which would likely 
result in increased food insecurity, especially in 
areas already affected by poor rains during the 
2005/06 season and in coastal districts that receive 
low amounts of highly variable rainfall. 
 
During the January to March 2007 period, the 
coastal provinces of Luanda, Kwanza Sul, 
Benguela and Namibe, and, again, northeastern Angola have a 
higher chance of receiving normal to above-normal rainfall. 
During this same period, the remainder of the country has a 
higher chance of receiving normal to below-normal rainfall 
(Figure 2).  

Source: SARCOF 

Figure 3. Rainfall observed during the last 
decade of September 

 
Normally rains in central provinces start in the second or third 
dekad (10 days) of September. Figure 3 shows that some limited 
areas received between 26 mm to 50 mm of rain during the third 
dekad of September (Figure 3), in line with the forecast 
expectations for the season. Field information suggests that 
Huambo received some rains during the first and second dekad of 
September. However, some provinces such as Benguela and 
Kwanza Norte did not receive any rains in September. 
Nonetheless, there is no reason for concern at present because the 
rains that facilitate planting normally start in October.  
 

Production outlook 
 
Increases in cultivated area are being reported in most provinces, largely due to an increased number of 
producers. But some households have also increased the area they cultivate. These households include those 
with surplus production in 2005/06 who took advantage of good market opportunities over the last year. In 
Cunene, for example, there is an expectation of a 17 percent growth in cultivated area, from a total of 121,180 
hectares last year to 146, 000 hectares this year. The increased area under cultivation is likely to lead to 
improved food security next year, if normal rains occur and quality seed is made accessible to producers on 
timely basis.  
 
Unfortunately the provision of adequate quantities of quality seeds remains a problem, especially for 
smallholders who have been unable to access adequate quantities of quality seed either through markets or 
development institutions. Although the local distribution system provides seeds to smallholders in time, the 
quality is always a problem. In addition, this system is limited when the previous season fails. While NGOs 
seed distributions are important to bolster production, these programs only provide a stopgap measure until seed 
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production and markets are reestablished in the country. In the near term however, a continued lack of quality 
seed will limit production and negatively impact food security, especially for households who suffered poor 
harvests in the 2005/06 cropping seasons.   
 
Normally, the majority of smallholders rely on their own labor to cultivate land using very rudimentary 
implements. Both factors continue to limit smallholder production and underlie the vulnerability to food 
insecurity faced by many Angolan smallholders. While the availability of farm implements in local markets in 
central and northern regions has improved, it remains poor in the south. Although on a limited scale, efforts by 
the International Development Association and NGOs including ZOA to distribute farm implements in Huila, 
Cunene and other parts of Angola are mitigating this problem. 
  
In the central and northern provinces, only a small proportion of better-off households own traction animals. 
Without traction animals, the majority of households can not put more land under cultivation. However, in the 
southern provinces, traction animals are a key source of power for cropping. Apart from facilitating cultivation, 
cattle owners also generate income (30 to 40 US$/ha; two to three days work in Huambo) by selling traction 
services. However, the rainy season must start providing water and renewing pastures for the animals as well as 
softening the soil. A late onset of rains could adversely affect the use of traction animals for land preparation 
with negative effects on harvest and future food security.   
 
Smallholders in the majority of provinces were, at the end of September, still waiting for significant rains to 
start before planting. However, more than 50 percent of smallholders in central provinces of Bie and northern 
Huambo have planted part of their fields. The main crops being planted are maize in central provinces, sorghum 
in coastal and southern provinces, millet in southern provinces and cassava in northern provinces. Different 
bean crops are cultivated throughout the country to complement cereal and tuber based diets.  
 
Smallholders in the central provinces are harvesting Irish potato, maize and beans cultivated on nacas, and 
sweet potato in dry-land. Reports suggest that nacas harvest have helped crop-farming households to buffer the 
negative effects of lost harvests (maize and beans) on food security. This harvest, which will continue up to 
December/January, will provide food during the lean period.   
 

Livestock 
While livestock conditions are generally favorable throughout the country, with no reports of major livestock 
health concerns, some areas are facing difficult conditions due to a lack of water resulting from the poor 
2005/06 season. Water shortages were reported in Cunene where chimpacas (livestock watering ponds) dried 
out in September. As is common at this time of year, many livestock-farmers have started with transhumance in 
search for water. In some isolated cases, such as in Humpata, in Huila Province, animal deaths due to lack of 
pasture have been reported during September.  
 
The extraction rate in central provinces, such as Benguela, was similar to the average rate for this time of year, 
indicating a stable food security situation for livestock-farmers. While livestock prices are low, this too is 
normal, as livestock body conditions are poor at the end of the dry season and because there is greater supply of 
livestock on the market as people need to purchase staple foods.  
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