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Table 1.  Nutritional survey results
 

Results 

z-Score Province Location Date Sample 
size Global   

(<-2SD) 
Severe   
(<-3SD) 

 Benguela  Ganda Feb-04 957 7.3 (5.2-10.2) 0.5 (1-1.8) 

 Benguela  Cubal Apr-04 900 4.0 (2,4-6,4) 0.3 (0.0-1.6) 
 Caconda Jan-04 958 3.1 (1.8-5.3) 0.8 (1-2.3) 

 Matala Feb-04  4.8 (3.4-6.1) 0.2 (0.0-0.5)  Huila 

 Matala Feb-04  6.7 (5.1-8.4) 0.8 (0.1-1.4) 
 Kuanza 
Sul 

 Seles Apr-04 
10,324   
2,347 

15.69 3.75 

   Source: UNICEF 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 
 

One month into the main harvest, the food security 
situation in the country shows some improvement over 
the pervious year.  Normal to above normal rainfall 
conditions, coupled with greater availability of seeds and 
larger areas under cultivation, resulted in an increase in 
cereal production of more than nine percent and about 16 
percent increase in cassava production over the previous 
year. Concurrent with the increase in food production, the 
price of the basic food basket in the main capitals declined 
slightly, and results of nutritional surveys in selected areas 
also indicate some improvement. 
 

However, aggregate food production remains below 
national requirements, because many of the returnee 
farming households arrived too late in their home areas to 
participate effectively in agricultural activities.  In 
addition, key cereal production areas in parts of Huambo 
and Huila experienced substantial reduction in crop 
yields, precluding further increase in aggregate 
production. 
 

With a cereal crop harvest estimated at between 700,000 
and 720,000 MT and an additional 6.5 million MT of fresh 
cassava production, the country will need to import about 
800,000 to 820,000 MT of cereals to cover the domestic 
consumption deficit during the 2004/05 marketing year 
(April 04 to March 05), some 16 percent more than the 
previous year.  
 

 
Overview of Food Security Situation 

Improved overall nutritional situation 
 

A number of nutritional surveys have indicated a 
stable to improving food security situation in many 
parts of the country.  For instance, UNICEF reports 
that nutritional surveys conducted in the period 
between November 2003 and April 2004 in Benguela, 
Huila, and Kuanza Sul reveal a stable to slightly better 
picture, with global acute malnutrition rates estimated 
at well below 10 percent. Severe acute malnutrition 
levels are equally low, estimated at between 0.3 and 
0.8 percent. 
 

Although the rate of admissions to therapeutic and 
supplementary feeding centres is not a reliable 
indicator of the development of the nutritional 
situation, it is a good complement to the nutritional 
surveys which cover very small areas.  According to 
UNICEF national data, admissions to feeding centres 
have been steadily declining since September 2002, a 
period when admissions reached 1,500 children per 
month.  By May 2003, admissions declined by about 35 
percent, and reports in March 2004 indicate a further 
decline of about 16 percent.  Nutritional survey results 
are presented in Table 1. 
 

Despite declining trends at national level, admissions 
to Supplementary and Therapeutic Feeding Centres in 
Huambo remain high.  As already reported in the 
March 2004 Food Security Update, Severe Acute 
Malnutrition was reported at five percent and 18 
percent for Global Acute Malnutrition, a rate that 
exceeds the critical threshold of 10-15 percent 
established by the World Health Organization.  Key 
recommendations stated in UNICEF’s report are worth 
revising, including: 
 

(i) opening of a supplementary nutritional centre in 
Tchicala Tcholoanga to assist 510 
moderately malnourished children;  

(ii) increase local capacity to conduct 
rapid nutritional assessments so as 
to allow a close monitoring of the 
food and nutritional situation in 
areas at risk; and  

(iii) WFP, UNICEF, ADRA-Int, and the 
Ministry of Health should conduct 
a more detailed nutritional survey 
in Catabola and develop an 
intervention plan. 

 

Although malnutrition levels are low in 
many parts of the Planalto region at the 
moment, the food situation needs to be 

Huambo remains an area of concern 
due to poor maize harvest 
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Fig. 2. Average monthly food basket price (May 03 to 
May 04)  
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Fig. 1.  Percentage difference in cereal production 
(2003 and 2004) 
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closely monitored from the beginning of August 2004.  
 

Harvest prospects Improve in Bie, Kuanza Sul and 
Huila 

 

With an agriculturally active population of about 237,000 
farm families, cereal production in Bie is expected to be 
more than 40 percent higher than last year.  Kuanza Sul 
ands Huila also experienced a significant increase in cereal 
production.  Figure 1 below show the percent difference in 
cereal production from 2003.  In Bie, the rains started on 
time this year, however, a variable dry spell was 
experienced in January and February reducing potentially 
high yields of maize where it coincided with lighter soils 
and/or late planting. Normal crops were noted in almost 
all areas visited during the crop and food supply 
assessment mission, with the exception of Kunhinga 
municipality were crop failures were noted.  Maize yields 
in Kunhinga were estimated at around 0.1 to 0.15 tons per 
hectare, much below the provincial average of 0.5 tons for 
the smallholder farmers. 
 

There are obvious positive signs of the effect of the 
resettlement process, including extension of markets, 
increased road transport of maize and dried cassava from 
Chitembo and Catabola and insistent requests by farmers 
and administrators for inputs particularly fertilizers, plant 
protection equipment and materials, plough shares and 
access to animals for animal traction. Natural regeneration 
is increasing numbers of small ruminants, but the animal 
population is not yet large enough to make an impact on 
the vegetation, even directly surrounding the villages 

 
 

Basic Food Basket Prices Continue to Decline 
after Main Harvest 

 

The consumer market price of a basic food basket is 
showing declining trends in all parts of the country.  
Most provinces experienced reductions in the order of 
10 to 20 percent since February 2004, except for 
Benguela and Huambo.  The basic food basket consists 

of maize, beans, vegetable oil, and salt, which provide 
2,100 Kcal/day for a family of five. The cost in Dollars 
is an indicator of the minimum expenditure needed to 
provide a diet adequate in energy for a family of five 
people for a 30-day period.  
 

The price variations across regions were largely 
associated with differences in the level of local food 
production; the resumption of commercial trade with 
food deficit areas; the increased supply of goods by 
road vis-à-vis air transportation; and the level of 
circulation of money in the local economies. 
 

The weekly price of the food basket has varied only 
marginally, as a result of adequate supply to the 
markets. The gradual reestablishment of municipal 
markets has brought with it opportunities for work 
and trade. However, market price differentials across 
municipal markets remain high, affecting the terms of 
trade between coastal towns and the interior. 
 

The most stable food basket price is found in the 
southern province of Huila. This is due to a 
combination of both adequate availability of locally 
produced food as well as the increased supply of 
imported foods from the costal towns and the 
Republic Namibia.  
 

Food prices in the cassava-based agriculture provinces 
of Uige, Malange and Zaire range on average from 
US$30 to $40/month, while the maize-based central 
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FEWS NET (a USAID funded project) and WFP jointly produce on a monthly basis the Angola Food Security Update in 
collaboration with partners, including The Consortium for Development Relief in Angola (CDRA) and the National Food 
Security Directorate (GSA).  For more information contact Paulo Filipe, FEWS NET Country Representative by e-mail at 

pfilipe@fews.net or by telephone (244) 2 443 926 / (244) 91 512 244.  For more information please visit the FEWS NET Website: 
www.fews.net/angola  

Fig. 3. 10-year cereal production trend (1994-2004)
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regions have the highest prices at around US$ 45 to 50 per 
month.  
 

Food Supply and Demand Situation 
 

Cereal import requirements might be higher than in  
2002-03 marketing year 

 

Preliminary results of the 2004 FAO/WFP crop and food 
supply assessment mission to Angola estimate cereal 
production at between 700,000 and 720,000 tons, of which 
86 percent will be maize, and the remainder millet, 
sorghum and rice.  Isolated wheat fields were reported in 
Huambo and a small pilot area of rice reported in Bie and 
Moxico but the contribution of such crops is not 
considered to be significant.  Aggregate national cereals 
production is more than nine percent higher than last year 
and over 19 percent above the five-year average (see 
historical trends in Figure 3).  This is largely attributed the 
bumper harvest in Huila – which produced nearly 30 
percent of the national total.  The increase in maize 
production in Huila is likely to off set losses in Huambo.  
However, inter-provincial trade and markets will have to 
function well in order to increase the availability of maize 
in rural markets of Huambo.  The neighbouring province 
of Kuanza Sul is also an important source of supply of 
maize and beans to urban markets in Huambo – (See June 
2004 Prices and Markets Situation Report) 
 

The production of fresh cassava is estimated at more than 
6.5 million tons, some 16 percent up on last year, reflecting 
an increase in area planted and a good growing season.  
Cassava production and consumption are largely 
concentrated in the northern half of the country. 
 
 

 
 
Production of maize in the northern parts of the 
country is reported to have increased. With the 
availability of other minor carbohydrate sources such 
as bananas, sweet potatoes and Irish potatoes, per 
capita intake of carbohydrates may be slightly above 
2,000 kcals per day with maize and cassava supplying 
70-75 percent of the total. 
 

Despite a gradual recovery in food production in the 
past two years, the domestic supply of cereals 
continues to fall short of requirements and the 
country's self sufficiency ratio remains above the 40 
percent mark.  The increase in food production has not 
been significant enough to reduce food import 
requirements which are estimated to about 16 percent 
higher than last year.  More than 800,000 tons of 
cereals need to be imported to meet the minimum 
requirements of the population. 
 

Continuing Food Insecurity 
 

Despite the notable increase in overall food 
availability, and continuous improvement of the 
humanitarian situation, pockets of high to moderate 
levels of food insecurity persist in large areas of 
Huambo.   
 

A large number of farm households in Huambo 
and Northern Huila will not be able to meet 
minimal food consumption beyond July/August 
2004. While some form of food assistance is still 
required particularly for the newly returned 
families, the provision of seeds and tools for the 
“naca” season is crucial. 
 

With an estimated agriculturally active 
population of 380,000 farm families in Huambo 
province, the total area under maize has been 
calculated at around 313,000 hectares.  Field 
observations, discussions with the World Vision 
and FAO project managers and separate 
discussions with IDA agriculturists suggest a 
variable season encompassing excessive rains in 
November, December, and January, but 
reasonably steady and well distributed rains 
until April.  Consequently, maize yields vary 
from exceptionally good for seed production 

farmers, averaging around 0.9 tons per hectare to poor 
among the smallholder farmers – averaging around 
300-400 kg per hectare. Field observations suggest a 
switch to sorghum in western zones of the province, 
plus a preference for local land races of maize such as 
SAM3 so as to ensure greater food security.  

 


