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Food security situation is expected to
generally remain stable throughout the
country, with the exception of some
isolated areas Afghanistan. Good food
security situation are attributed to two
consecutive good harvests (2009 & 2010)
and low wheat prices, easing access and
availability of the main cereal.

Isolated food insecurity is likely to occur in
eastern province of Kunar and Nangarhar
due to main crop failures, poor rangeland
conditions, and few local on-farm labor
opportunities. Very poor, poor and middle
income households are likely to be most
affected.

A poppy fungus has been detected in
southern Afghanistan which will likely limit
poppy production and labor opportunities
during poppy harvest. Assessment are
ongoing.

Figure I: Current food security conditions, June 2010
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AFGHANISTAN Food Security Update

Food Security Overview

The 2010 MAIL agricultural prospect report was released in late June. The upcoming wheat harvest is expected to be higher
than the long-term average, but 10.5 percent below last year’s harvest, a bumper year. MAIL preliminary forecasts calls for
4.5 million tons of wheat to be harvest: 3.082 million of which is from irrigated crops while 1.450 million tons is from
rainfed crops. Following the bumper harvest in 2009, it is expected that food availability will remain stable in the country
throughout 2010. After the consumption, losses, seed saving, use for fodder, MAIL expects there to be a national deficit of
700,000 ton wheat and 53,000 ton rice which will be covered by commercial and food aid imports. Overall, area planted
and yields are slightly lower this year compared to last year.

Contributing factors for the good harvest  Table 1: Cereal production in Afghanistan (2002-2010) (‘000 tons)

included good start of season, adequate  [crop 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010
water availability, and higher than normal [ |rrigated | 3,017 | 1,867 | 2,728 | 2,604 | 2,878 | 2,406 | 3,433 | 3,082
agricultural inputs availability. Remote Wheat

sensing data showed higher than normal  |"painfed | 1,345 | 426 | 1,538 | 759 | 1,465 | 217 | 1,682 | 1,450
precipitation in the north and west of Wheat

Afghanistan, where most wheat is grown.  |"goq) 4,362 | 2,293 | 4,266 | 3,363 | 4,343 | 2,623 | 5,115 | 4,532
Despite a strong start of season with Wheat
adequate agricultural input availability, Source: MAIL/FAQ/WFP

there was a six-week dry spell during the

time when snow typically accumulates and later used as irrigated water. Field assessments by FEWS NET, WFP, Afghan Aid
and Oxfam in April found that irrigated wheat fields near the water sourced performed above normal, while irrigated field
further away of water sources performed below normal. In addition, pests and crop disease were not a large issue for most
farmers.

Despite a good 2010 harvest for most of Afghanistan, some districts in east Afghanistan received little precipitation and will
likely experience a major crop failure. These areas include Chaparhar, Rodat, Kot and Surhrud districts of Nanghuar
province and Surkano and Marwara districts of Kunar province. Food access in this area will likely worsen because these
areas largely rely on the harvest of rainfed wheat for food this time of year.

The price of wheat is decreasing throughout the country, but it is expected that the prices of wheat will slightly increase in
the short-term due to poor commodity trade flows from the Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstran region as a result of
ongoing conflicts.

Poppy disease

Poppy fields in Kandahar, Zabul, Helmand, Uruzghan and Farah provinces were affected by a fungus. UNODC, in close
cooperation with Ministry of Counter Narcotics, is currently conducting an assessment in the area to identify the disease
and its possible effects. Results are expected in the coming month(s). Preliminary estimates from UNODC expect production
to reduce by 30 to 50 percent.

The exact number of farmers whose poppy fields are affected is not known. The price of poppy in local markets increased
by 50 percent. With this increase in prices, even with low production, farmers will not lose much revenue and the food
security situation for farmer owners will generally remain stable. However, during poppy harvesting season, agricultural
labors from western provinces (Hirat and Badghis) migrate to southern provinces in search of labor opportunities. Lower
production may result in lost labor opportunities for these migrants; thereby loosing an important income source. As of
now, there are no reports of labor market disruptions; in fact, agricultural labor prices have increased.

Eastern Afghanistan
A joint crop assessment with FEWS NET, WFP, Oxfam, and Afghan Aid revealed that the downstream districts of Nangarhar

province and Kunar province will have poor harvest because of low irrigation water availability and poor precipitation. The
production levels will be near drought year’s (2007). 100,000 household normally dependent on their own food production
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from May to December and then shift to market purchases for food will likely be highly food insecure in the coming
months.

Poor and very poor households in Chaparhar, Rodat, Kot and Surhrud districts of Nanghuar province are dependent upon
local, on-farm labor this time year. Middle income households, who make up the majority of households in this area, access
most of their food this time of year from their own production. With a poor harvest expected, very poor and poor
households are having difficulty finding local labor opportunities, and middle households will have less food stocks as in the
short and long-term.

According to preliminary finding of an IRC assessment in Chaparhar, Rodat, Kot and Surhrud districts of Nanghuar province,
a majority of households has decreased income and production this year compared to 2009. Findings go on to say that
livestock are lost due to disease, poor health, and liquidation. Households plan to cope by eating less and fewer meals in
most cases and fewer cases selling assets, like land.

Surkano and Marwara districts of Kunar province were badly affected by low precipitation. The rain fed crops in the two
districts are expected to be very poor. Due to the crop failure 65,000 households are expected to be highly food insecure in
the coming months. Also the Narang district received less irrigation water supply from Salar canal this year and this will
cause low production in some of the downstream farms. Most of the households in this area are considered poor which is
characterized by high dependence on local farm labor this time of year.

Figure 3: Temperature anomalies: June 2010

Seasonal progress:
compared to long-term average

As is typical for the season, rainfall has tapered off in May in
June. However, temperatures in the south and north are
anomalously high; reaching over 30 degrees Celsius. This may
affect adversely the yield of the second crop mainly rice because
with every rise in 1 Celsius increase the rice yield is decreased by

9 percent. The above normal temperature may also adversely DA (C)
affect the pastures, because the high temperature along with dry 5:53
weather will reduce moisture required for forage growth. 12
)
Markets and trade Py

Source: USGS/FEWS NET
In comparison to 5-year average (2004-2009), May 2010 wheat

prices decreased by an average of 32 percent in all seven reference markets. The highest reduction in wheat market prices
is in Hirat with 48 percent decrease, 44 percent in Mazar, 36 percent in Maimana, and 33 percent in Faizabad.

In comparison to the reference years (2005/6) the May 2010 wheat market prices are increased by 36 percent in Kandahar
and by 15 percent in Kabul markets. A market in Faizabad and Jalalabad shows slight increase of 2 and 7 percent
respectively. Mazar, Maimana, and Herat shows decrease by 14 percent, 1 percent and 13 percent respectively.

The reduction reflects the decrease in global wheat prices, free flow of wheat from neighboring countries (Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan), the 2010 good agricultural prospect, and the flow of old stocks into the market. Recent reports from Statistic
department of Ministry of Agriculture reports that the wheat prices in Northern provinces and western provinces especially
in Badghis province (6.8 Afs/kg increased to 10.5Afs/kg) is increasing due to blockade in the flow of wheat from Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. The future trend will be clearer after one month.

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3



USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

FEWS E#® NET

FAMINE EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS NETWORK

June 2010

KAZAKHSTAN
KYRGYZSTAN

UZBEKISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

O
Faizabad

]
.Maimana Mazar

.jal alabad

Kabul
.Hirat o

AFGHANISTAN

Kandahar
°

PAKISTAN

IRAN

Monthly prices for Afghanistan are supplied by WFP VAM and the Ministry
of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock.

Wheat is the staple food for most Afghans, comprising more
than 70 percent of their diet. Low-quality rice is a poor, but
sometimes necessary, substitute. All markets represent
significant population centers and consumer markets. Kabul,
the capital, supplies the central provinces and is a transit
point between the north, south, east, and west. Jalalabad
supplies the eastern part of the country and acts as a cross-
border market with Pakistan. Mazar-e-Sarif supplies
northern provinces and, in a good year, the southern
provinces as well. Faizabad supplies the chronically food
insecure northeast region. Maimana market supplies the
drought-prone northwest region. Hirat supplies the west.
Kandahar supplies the southwestern part of the country
where drought, civil insecurity, and war often hinder market

activity.

Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Kabul
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Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Mazar
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Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Faizabad
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Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Maimana
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Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Hirat

Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Kandahar
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Wheat: Nominal retail prices in Jalalabad Rice: Nominal retail prices in Kabul
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Rice: Nominal retail prices in Mazar Rice: Nominal retail prices in Faizabad
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Rice: Nominal retail prices in Maimana Rice: Nominal retail prices in Hirat
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Rice: Nominal retail prices in Kandahar
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Rice: Nominal retail prices in Jalalabad
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