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Steep Millet Price Increases in the Sahel 
Linked to Concern About Upcoming Harvest 

n ecent seasonal price increases in the Sahel are 
Ai igher than normal, reflecting pessimism about 
prospects for the 1996/97 cereal harvest. Since Janu
ary; the average national millet prices for Mali, Bur
kina Faso,and Niger have increased at rates more 
than double the average for the same period over 
the 5 years preceding the 1994 devaluation of the 
Communaute Financi~re Africaine franc;price 
increases in Chad have not lagged far behind (figure 
1).Currently;average national millet prices in the 
four countries are 52 to 134 percent above the pre
devaluation averages, with the largest differences in 
Chad and Bur1<ina Faso.Although other factors
including the effects of the devaluation,changes in 
overall economic conditions. and changes in trading 
patterns-contributed to the inter-annual price 
increase, most of the difference is due to an intra
annual increase that reflects the pessimism concern
ing the upcoming harvest. 

The 1996 sorghum and millet harvest is likely to 
be well below average in several major production 
areas of Mauritania, Mali,Niger,and Chad (figure 2). 
After a dry period between late June and late July 
throughout both the Sahelian and the Sudanian 
agrocllmatic zones, rains returned, and across crop 
areas, they have continued during August and early 
September.The June-July dry period delayed sow
ing.and the effects of that delay are becoming more 

apparent as the end ofthe rainy season approaches 
in the Sahelian zone.In areas where planting did not 
take place until mid-to late August, the growing 
season will not last long enough for cereal crops to 
produce sufficient vegetative matter to provide a 
good grain harvest. The outlook is better in parts of 
the Sahelian zone and most of the Sudanian zone, 
where rains returned early enough for new planti
ngs to have acceptable grain yields or where a 
greater proportion of the pre-dry-spell sowings 
survived. 

Crop development is 3 to 5 weeks behind nonnal 
in several important cereal-growing areas of Mali, 
Including Segou Region, parts of Mopti Region.and 
northern Kayes Region.Seasonal rainfall totals are 
below the 30-year average for most recording sta
tions throughout the country.Although rainfall has 
not been adequate for good crop growth,it has 
been sufficient to regenerate pastures and replenish 
wate~1oles throughout the Sahelian zone.allowing 
most pastoralists to return io their seasonal grazjng 
areas in the north. 

Although technicians do not recommend sow
ing millet after the beginning of August in much of 
the Sahelian zone, the Ministry of Agriculture esti
mates that 70 percent of this years crop was planted 
from late July through August. It is unlikely that the 
yields from many of these late sowings will exceed 
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60 percent of normal levels. In the Sudanian zone, 
crop development has been good.so the harvest 
should be near normal.In Segou Region.production 
in the rice-producing areas d1at depend on irriga
tion from the Markala Dam-the most productive 
rice sector in Mali- should be above average. 

Millet prices in Mali increased by an average of 
60 percent between January and August 1996-
neariy three times the average seasonal increase of 
22 percent. Kayes Region, which normally experi
ences a seasonal increase of about 1 s percent.saw 
prices increase by 58 percentthis year. Koulikoro, 
Segou, and Mop ti Regions had seasonal increases of 
over 75 percent in 1996-more than double aver
age seasonal increases of 35 percent or less (figure 
3).August 1996 millet prices in Kayes,Koulikoro, 
Mop ti, Segou, and Sikasso Regions were around 
clouble the 1989-93 average. 

With the exceptions of areas of southern Hodh El 
Gharbi and Hodh Ech Chargui Wilayas,most rain-fed 
agricultural zones in Mauritania experienced signif
icant delays in planting.Cumulative rainfall totals are 
well below normal in most agricultural areas.and 
rain-fed crops are 3 to 4 weeks behind their normal 
development. 



In southern Hodh El Gharbi and Hodh Ech Char
gui, sorghum,milletmelon,and cowpea crop devel
opment is proceeding normally.With the exception 
ofTagantWilaya,July and August rains have allowed 
for good pasture growth.and conditions through· 
out the pastoral zones are near normal. 

Crops in central and northern Burkina Faso are 
not likely to recover fully from the dry spells eany in 
the season that delayed crop establishment by 
about 1 month.Although cumulative rainfall in most 
areas this year has approached normal levels, the 
distribution of rains has been poor, witl1 long dry 
periods followed by periods of intense rain. Rains 
have been regular since late July.and most fields 
were planted by mid-August. It is likely that many of 
the late sewings in the nonhem Provinces will pro
duce low grain yields. 

Of the Sahelian countries in the franc zone, Burl<
ina has experienced the largest millet price increases 
thus far in 1996and the highest increase in August 
millet prices over the 1989- 93 average. Millet prices 

Who Feels Price 
Increases Most? 

Cereal pri<e increases are felt most sharply by house
holds that rely on wage in<omes.These households, 

which tend 10 be <on<entrated in urban areas experience 
a decline in real income. varying with the size of the 
price increase and the 1hare of <eceals in their monthly 
spending. In poorer households, food pucchases can 
ac<ount for half or more of total expenses, and there is 
generally little scope for reducing this amount. 

Take the case of a mid level civil servant in 
Bamako, Mali, earning CFAF S0,000 (about 
US$100) per month and supporting a household 
of eight persons. Assuming that the household 
typically consumes SO kg of rice and SO kg of mil
let per month, an increase in the price of millet 
from CFAF 8,000to CFAF 20,000 per 100-kg sack 
would reduce the household's effective income by 
12 percent. 

In <oncras~ in rural food-producing households, the 
income and welfare effects of price increases caused by 
cereal produ<tion shonfalls 1end 10 be less severe.These 
households experience less of an income sh0<k and are 
better positioned to change their purchasing patterns. 
Increased prices from their produ<ts help them to offset 
the income lost from diminished produ<tion.ln addition, 
!heir first response to a produ<tion de<line is likely to be 
10 cedu<e sales.choosing instead to retain sto<ks for 
household consumption and thereby reducing their 
need to purchase ceteals later in the season. 

However.a production sh0<k <an be so severe that 
even rural households are unable to meet their con· 
sumption needs with a combination of their retained 
sto<ks,savings,and income from cereal sales and other 
sources. In such situations, cural dwellers can be at a dis· 
advantage due to their more limited access toaltema· 
tive markets.commodities.and sources of income. 
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Seasonal Millet Price Increases in Selected 
Regions in the Sahel 
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rose 67 percent between January and August
more than 2Y.t times the 1989-93 average seasonal 
increase of 24 percent. Most of the increase occurred 
between May and August, when the average price 
increased 45 percent as the outlook for the current 
season worsened. In August, national average millet 
prices were 134 percent highec than the 1989- 93 
average.In Barn, Gnagna, Kossi, Namentenga,and 
Sourou Provinces.average August millet prices were 
over 150 percent higher than average.Bougouriba, 
Buolgou, Gnagna,Kossi, Kouritenga, Sissili,and 
Zoundweogo Provinces experienced seasonal price 
increases more than triple the average (figure 3). 

With continued good rains.crop development in 
most pans of Niger has improved.but below
normal national cereal production is still likely. Crops 
are in different stages of growth in different regions, 
but most will produce a grain harvest if rains con
tinue through the end of September.In Tahoua and 
Dosso Depanments,crop development is good and 
millet from this years hal\leSt is already available in 
the marl<ets.However,in Maradi Department-a 
key production area- rainfall was poor through 
early August and millet has dried out at the heading 
stage. 

During 1996, average millet prices varied 
between 25 and 65 percent above 1989-93 aver-

Burkina Faso 
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ages. This difference is smaller than those in Mali, 
Burkina Faso. and Chad, which ranged between 
45 and 134 percent above the predevaluation aver
ages over the course of the year.While the national 
average seasonal price increase was less than 
55 percent this year, price increases in Dosso, Maradi, 
and Zinder Depanments ranged between 70 and 
73 percent (figure 3).Average July 1996 millet prices 
in Dosso and Maradi were 63 percent higher than 
the 1989-93 averages. while those in Zinder were 
81 percent above the predevaluation average. 

As of the end of August most crops in the Sudan· 
ian zone of Chad were at advanced stages of 
growth.Early planted maize and short-cycle sor
ghum have reached maturity with no reports of 
crop pests or diseases.Fresh agricultural products 
are available in the markets.although high prices 
will limit access by the poor. In the Sahelian zone, the 
outlook is for a below-average cereal harvest.since 
sowings wece delayed and rainfall totals are well 
below normal. 

The national average millet price in Chad began 
1996 at double the 1989- 93 average and rose an 
additional 51 percent by August. In Guera and Biltine 
Prefectures.seasonal increases of 81 and 77 percent, 
respectively, more than doubled the 1988-93 aver
ages (figure 3). 

East Africa and the Horn 

Ethiopia 
Central and western Ethiopia have received twice 
as much rainfall as usual this year. Heavy rainfall 
beginning in June and continuing through the 
middle of August led to flooding in Gambella 
Region of the southwest and along the Awash River 
in the center of the country. In Gambella, some 
35 villages were flooded.affecting about 23,000 
persons. Flooding along the Awash River, caused 

largely by the precautionary release of water from 
the Koka Dam, inundated the 10,000-ha Wonji 
Sugar plantation and damaged fields along the 
rivecbanks as far as 400 km downstream.The Gov· 
ernment of Ethiopia has mounted a relief program 
and has not requested assistance from the interna
tional community. 

Other parts of the country have not had such 
extceme rainfall.In the east and northeast, rainfall 
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was sporadic but adec1uate,and in the southern 
highlands, rainfall was light until late August, when 
it rose far above normal. In other parts of the coun
try where the meher (main season) rains are impor· 
tant for crop production or pasture development, 
August rainfall was generally in the nonnal range. 
Crop and pasture conditions are good across the 
country,and indications are that this year's meher 
harvest could be even better than last year's. 

Sudan 
Southern Sudan's overall 1995/96 crop produc
tion prospects are good, according to a rapid crop 
production assessment conducted by FEWS and 
the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Association 
(SRRA) during August.While most counties will be 
self-sufficient or surplus in cereal production, 
deficits are expected in two areas: northern Bahr el 
Ghauil Province and the normally pastoral counties 
in southeastern Sudan (figure 4). 
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Unusually heavy rains in August caused some 
flooding in lowland fields. In most areas sorghum 
yield will not be affected. because the crop is close 
to being harvested.However,in northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, where late rains delayed sowing. the Rood· 
ing has prompted some tanners to begin a pre
mature harvest of sorghum in order to salvage at 
least the sweet juice from the stem. Continuing civil 
insecurity has caused many residents to abandon 
their crops,livestock,and other assets.reducing the 
current years harvest and the means for produc
tion next year. During August the price of sorghum 
continued to increase. For example, in Akan market, 
the tenns of trade between a heifer and 90·kg bags 
of sorghum have decreased dramatically, from 8 to 
1.3 bags perheifer.Normally,grain prices decrease 
in August as early maturing crops are harvested, 
but flooding and insecurity have distorted food 
prices. 

In the pastoral areas of southeastern Sudan, the 
rains have improved pasture availability, which will 
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enable most households to purchase needed cere
als from the sale of healthy animals. 

CARE and Save the Children fund-United King· 
dam are addressing the acute food shortage in 
northern Kordofan and Darfur.The two organi
uitions have procured 6.500 MT on the local market 
in Gedarif for delivery to the stricken areas.The rains 
are being monitored closely.Although the area 
planted in northern Kordofan is only 70 percent of 
average, this year's harvest is expected to be better 
than last year's. 

Somalia 
Final estimates of Somalia's Gu season production 
of maize and sorghum are substantially higher than 
last year's production and also above preliminary 
estimates for this year.Estimated sorghum produc· 
tion of 122,214 MTis 71 percent above last year's 
harvest and 23 percent above this year's earlier 
forecast. Estimated maize production of 
119,575 MT is nearly29 percent above 1995 pro
duction and nearly 7 percent above the preliminary 
estimate.The impact of the good harvest is 
reflected in prices for both cereals, whkh are falling 
across southern Somalia as fanners put the new 
crop on the market. 

There was considerable regional variation in the 
quality of the agricultural season.Bay Region 
enjoyed a large harvest of both sorghum and 
maize, which could encourage displaced people 
from the area to return home. In Lower and Middle 
Sha belle Regions, on the other hand, production 
remained well below the prewar average.due pri· 
marily to much lower yields. 

Kenya 
Kenya's Office ofthe President is continuing food 
distributions in the southern marginal agricultural 
and northern semiarid districts of Eastern Province 
following two consecutive below-average crop sea
sons in these districts: the 1996 long-rains season 
(March through July) and the 1995/96 short-rains 
season (October through January), both of which 
yielded less than half of average maize production. 
In western Kenya's maize breadbasket, increased 
rains have improved crops.Conditions continue to 
deteriorate in the northeastern pastoral areas, while 
in the northwest,in Turkana District, pasture condi· 
tions are good and the nutritional status of the 
population has improved following a good long
rains season and targeted relief interventions. 

A FEWS representative visited the marginal agri· 
cultural districts in southern Eastern Province and 
found that the divisions with the worst crop pro· 
duction are lshiara,Kiambere,and Makima in 
Mbeere District;Mutito,Mutomo,and Yatta in Kitui 

Kenya-Comparative Retail 
Prices of a 90-kg Bag of 
Maize in Eastern Province 
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District; Masinga,Yathui,and Yatta in Machakos Dis· 
trict; northern Kibwezi and Kathonzweni in 
Makueni District;and Kyuso,Nguni,and Nuu in 
Mwingi District.The Ministry of Agriculture and 
livestock Development reports that in the semiarid 
north of the Province, Marsabit lsiolo,and southern 
Tharaka·Nithi Districts experienced widespread 
crop failure.and livestock are also in poor condition 
because water sources have dried up and pasture 
has become scarce. 

Maize prices in Eastern Province continued to 
increase in August (figure 5) as more fann families 
purchased maize from markets during the harvest 
period. Market supplies of maize from elsewhere in 
Kenya and from Tanzania are readily available, yet 
high prices limit the access of the poorest house
holds in the affected areas. Households with live
stock are selling animals to purchase cereals,others 
are sending family members to search for casual 
employment and the poorest are producing cl1ar· 
coal (a process that contributes to deforestation 
and soil erosion) for sale. Dependency on relieff ood 
is also increasing. 

Food aid distributions of 3,000 to 4,000 90-kg 
bags of maize per district each month by the Office 

Conditions Worsen in 
Kenya's Northeastern 
Pastoral Districts 

In Kenya~ northeastern pastoral Districts ofWajir,Man
dera, lsiolo, and northern Garissa,condltions continue 

to deteliorate for sedentary members of pastorallst 
households. Oxfam has identified 30,000 pastoralists in 
southern and western Wajir as needing food and develop
ment assistance. Without assistance, they may join the 
growing numbers of destitute pa.storalists in urban cen
ters. Relief maize, provided by the Office of the President 
at district supply depots, is not readlly available to com
munities located far from the district supply point because 
these communities cannot afford the transport costs. 
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of the President are providing limited relief for the 
neediest populations. The Kenya Freedom From 
Hunger Council and Gennan Agro Action are also 
actively involved in food-for-work and seed-for
work programs in lsiolo,Kitui,Machakos,Makueni, 
and Mwingi Districts.These measures are helping 
people meet current consumption needs and will 
sustain most until the short-rains season, which· 
begins in October. Farmers in drought-affected 
areas of Eastern Province will need appropriate 
seed by October to plant short-rains crops. 

In the principal maize-growing zone of western 
Keny<1, above-average rains have improved crop 
conditions.but the Ministry of Agriculture and live· 
stock Development still forecasts below-average 
production because of reduced area planted. In the 
southern low-lying areas of the major surplus dis
tricts, increasing maize prices have leveled off as 
harvesting has gotten under way. In the northern 
areas, maize prices have increased slightly. 

In Turkana, districtwide malnutrition rates fell 
from 13.5 percent in July to 11.S percent in August 
following a good long-rains season in most of the 
district and successful relief programs initiated in 
April 1996 by Oxfam, WorldVision,and Medecins 
sans Frontieres Belgium. 

Tanzania 
The Tanzanian Ministry of Agriculture and Coopera· 
tives'final crop production forecast places total 
cereal production for 1995/% at 4.45 million MT 
and noncereal food crop production at 3.03 
million MT.These estimates represent a national 
food surplus of 430,000 MT.mostly of noncereal 
crops,and a 2· to3-percent increase over 1994/95 
production. 

National average retail maize prices have fallen 
from relatively high levels in the preharvest period 

Tanzania - National 
Average Maize Prices 

f 2,000!-' """'-,._ 

{ 1,000 '(' ' -~ - ;:;:.;:; 

~ 0 ,,., , ,,,, -.-

Figure6 

! ! i i I I J I £ 8 ! ! 
- 1989-o-93 Average ........ 1995 
~ 1994 _.,..... 1996 

Source: Martteting Development Bureau, 
Mini.stty of Agriculture and Cooperatives 

FEWS, September 1 ??6 

to approach those of 1994 and 1995 (figure 6), 
reflecting the ample availability of maize.Prices of 
other staples have also fallen toward 1994 and 
1995 levels.The Government of Tanzania plans to 
purchase 90,000 MT of maize from local producers 
to replenish the Strategic Grain Reserve.This will 
bring stock levels to 114,000 MT, still below the 
Government's target level of 150,000 MT. 

A FEWS representative assessed the food situa
tion in Shinyanga,a northwestern agropastoral 
Region,in August.In Maswa, Meatu,and 
Shinyanga-Rural Districts, erratic rainfall has led to 
widespread cereal crop failures. Livestock produc
tion, which contributes significantly to household 
income in the Region, was less affected than were 
crops; however, pasture and water conditions will 
deteriorate as the dry season progresses. Over 
50,000 persons in these districts who nonnally 
meet a significant share of their grain consumption 
needs through home production will have to pur
chase a greater share than nonnal on the market, 
financing the purchases by selling livestock and 
cotton.Contrary to the situation at the national 
level,maize prices at small local markets in 
Shinyanga Region are double their August 1995 
levels, and livestock prices have fallen 37 to 50 per· 
cent, reducing household purchasing power. 

Rwanda 
Rwanda's food supply remains relatively good, with 
only the southwest reporting food deficits. Rains in 
August have brought an early end to Rwanda's long 
dry season, which normally lasts from mid-June to 
mid·September.Fanners in many locations have 
started sowing early for the September-to-Decem
ber growing season.Attempts are being made to 
furnish returning refugees with special assistance in 
the fonns of food, seed, and tools. 

By the beginning of September, household food 
stocks remaining from the June harvest were gen
erally negligible.Fanne~ at medium and low alti· 
tudes (roughly three-fourths of the country) have 
begun to harvest the sweet potatoes and vegeta· 
bles that they cultivate in lowland areas. Farmers in 
the high-altitude areas of the northwest (which 
receive some orographic precipitation between 
June and August) are harvesting the Irish potatoes, 
beans, peas, and other vegetables that they had 
planted in June. 

WFP and Catholic Relief Services plan to provide 
7,000MT of food assistance in September to 
696,700 beneficiaries in Rwanda. WFP is also pro· 
viding a 2-month food ration, 10 kg of bean seeds, 
and a •protection• ration offood commodities (to 
keep the seeds from being consumed) to about 
71,700 more Rwandans who returned to Butare 
Prefecture from Burundi. 

FEWS Youth Pa ge 
The Famine Early Warning System has create<! a new 
World Wide Web product: the FEWS Youth Page. The 
Youth Page contains descnptions of what FEWS does.a 
,eview of FEWS's cur,ent areas of concern and links to 
related web sites.It can be found at-

http://info.usaid.gov/fews/youthpgfyouthpg.htrn 

The FEWS bulletin is published for the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Africa Bureau, 
Assistant Administrator, Disaster Response Coordination (AFR/AA/DR(), by: The FEWS Project, No. 698·0491, 
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Electronic hypertext versions are available at http://www.lnfo.usald.gov/fews/fews.html. 
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In southernAfrica,cereal production has re
bounded spectacularly in 1995/% following the 

very poor harvest of 1994/95 (figure 1 ), increasing 
from 11,827,000 to 21,846,000 MT.South Africa 
and Zimbabwe have large cereal surpluses and will 
export substantial quantities of maize. Malawi and 
Zambia produced enough cereals to meet domes
tic requirements.and exports of grain and meal are 
planned.Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland, which 
are nearly always net importers of cereals, had ex
cellent harvests.reducing their import require
ments this year.Mozambique has left the ranks of 
emergency cases.and agricultural production con
tinues to expand as farmers return to their homes 
and land. In Angola the improved harvest has re· 
duced relief requirements,although the disloca
tion caused by years of warfare continues to hold 
production below its potential and several hun
dred thousand people still rely on outside assist
ance. Namibia, which experienced drought in 
some important production areas, was the primary 
exception to the pattern of favorable production 
conditions, but the nation is quite capable of meet
ing its resulting import requirements. 

Angola's Gradual Recovery 

Although it Is difficult to obtain reliable harvest data 
for Angola, there is general agreement that this 

yea(s harvest was much larger than last yea(s. The 
1995/96 WFP- FAO cereal harvest estimate of 500,000 MT 
is nearly double the previous yea(s estimate of about 
273,000 MT.The cassava harvest.estimated at more than 
1 million MT, will also make a substantial contribution to 
meeting food requirements. Despite the large Increase in 
production,the food supply situation remains problematic 
and outside assistance continues to be necessary. Import 
requlrements,at about 500,000 MT.are still quite large in 
view of the fragile state of the economy. In addition, secu
rity concerns, deteriorating Infrastructure, and underde
veloped marketing systems impede the movement of 
surplus production to deficit areas. 

Program food aid,as well as a small amount of emer
gency food assistance, will be necessary this year to meet 
the needs of urban populations,demobilized soldiers.and 
persons displaced within Angola by the civil war. While 
the number of internally displaced persons has dropped 
by about 45,000 from last year, 1.3 million remain in this 

Botswana 
The Botswana National Early Warning Unit reports 
1995/96cereal production of 81,000 MT-well 
above 1994/95 production of 23,000 MT.and 
58 percent above the 9-year average. As usual, do
mestic production will meet only about 17 percent 
of the population's maize requirement and 26 per
cent ofits total cereal requirement (figure 2); how
ever, a combination of commercial imports 
(271,000 MT) and publicly held carryover stocks 
(79,000 MT) will easily meet the remaining cereal 
requirement of 303,000 MT. 

Botswana's ongoing public assistance pro· 
grams-which include supplementary feeding 
programs (targeting mothers and young children, 
schoolchildren,and clinic patients) and labor
based rural development projects-w ill address 
localized household food access problems and the 
needs of vulnerable groups. With its substantial 
domestic food supplies.strong import capacity, 
and active programs to help populations with 
poor access to food, Botswana probably will re· 
quire no external assistance this year. 

Lesotho 
The Lesotho National Early Warning Unit estimates 
the 1995/% national cereal harvest at 
238,003 MT-a new production record.Maize pro
duction of 199,000 MT erased the previous stan
dard of 180,519 MT, which was set during the 
1989/90 production year; the wheat and sorghum 
harvests were also very good. 

Combined with expected commercial imports 
of 149,000 MT, opening stocks of 7 4,000 MT, and 
food aid deliveries still trickling into the country 

category. By some estimates, as many as 700,000 dis· 
pla(ed pe~ons might move back to their homes if peace
ful conditions prevail. When and if this occurs, they will 
need food and agricultural production assistance (seeds 
and tools) to facilitate their reintegration into their 
communities. 

localized crop failures in the central part of the coun
try, particularly around Huambo and adjoining Provinces, 
will increase the vulnerability of some fanning house
holds there.Given the good harvest In other parts of the 
country,donors should closely evaluate the level and tim
ing of assistance programs so as not to reduce the lncen· 
tive to grow and market too<! locally. 

Cereal Production in 
Southern Africa
Sharp Rebound From 
the 1994/95 Season 
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from last year's pledges, this harvest should be suf
ficient to meet domestic consumption require
ments. It should reduce the number of households 
and children requiring food assistance and remove 
the need for additional outside food assistance this 
year. 

Malawi 
Despite a delayed onset of the rainy season, the ce
real harvest was good to excellent across most of 
Malawi. Maize production is estimated at 
2,038,000 MT-a 33-percent increase over the 
1994/95 harvest and 53 percent over the S·year 
average, due largely to an increase in the area 
planted. Production of cassava-another impor
tant source of food energy-also increased sub
stantially, to about four times the 5-year average. 

Including opening cereal stocks of about 
56,000 MT.cereal availability exceeds estimated 
national cereal consumption requirements of 
1,907,000 MT by 187,000MT.The Government of 
Malawi has so far approved the export of only 
15,000 MT of maize meal.It has also announced its 
intention to hold a strategic grain reserve of ap
proximately 180,000 MT. 

Retail maize prices have dropped by 46 percent 
since February, indicating abundant supplies and 
improving food access for net food purchasers.A 
FEWS-WFP vulnerability assessment exercise now 
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under way will help to identify food-insecure 
groups. No need for external emergency assist
ance has yet been identified. 

Mozambique 
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The Mozambique National Early Warning Unit re
ports above-average production of cereals and 
cassava for all regions.despite the flooding of 
170,000 ha of croplands in the south and center of 
the country.Total cereal production is estimated at 
1,330,000 MT-22 percent higher than last year's 
harvest. Maize production is 29 percent higher 
than last season and twice the 6-year average, 
while millet and sorghum production is up 4 per
cent over last season and 64 percent over the 
6-year average.Rice production, while below last 
season's harvest, is still above the 6-year average of 
77,000 MT.These increases are largely due to the 
ongoing return of people to their homes and 
fields. 

The National Early Warning Unit estimates the 
national cereal deficit, before commercial imports 
and food aid.at 281,000 MT.The sum oflocal cereal 
consumption shortfalls may exceed this aggregate 
figure,due to a lack of market integration. The 
south is typically a food deficit region, while the 
center and north generally produce a surplus of 
cereal.Unfortunately, the level of internal trade re
mains low, due largely to inadequate transporta
tion infrastructure.As a result, local surpluses may 
be consumed or stored locally or they may be ex
ported, rather than moved to deficit areas. 

The groups most likely to have food access diffi
culties include the most recent returnees and peo
ple who have limited access to land.The highest 
concentration of groups vulnerable to food insecu
rity is in the south, where displaced populations 
were concentrated during the civil war.The num-
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The share of cereal needs obtained from domestic 
production and from imports varies among the 
different countries of southern Africa. The share of 
cereals in total food consumption al.so varies-a 
factor which must be considered in looking at 
food availability. 

Source: FEWS/Southern Afri<i, SAO(, FAO 
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ber of persons requiring emergency food aid this 
year will drop considerably,although as many as 
200,000 who were affected by flooding may need 
about 35,000 MT of emergency food assistance. 

Namibia 
In the 1995/96 season,low and erratic rainfall in 
Namibia led to cereal production of 84,400 MT
about 7 percent below the average- and to poor 
pasture conditions. Most of the drop in cereal pro
duction came from a decrease in maize production 
by the commercial sector, which was 60 percent 
below the 9-year average.Smallholder production 
of 65,500 MT of millet and sorghum actually ex
ceeded the 9-year average of 53, 100 MT. Thus, the 
poorest segments of the population were only in· 
directly affected by the decline in cereal produc
tion.although they will be more affected by the 
reduced forage available for their animals. Those 
most affected will include approximately 100,000 
persons in mixed farming areas and 80,000 per
sons in pastoral areas. 

Despite the production shortfall, little if any ex· 
ternal assistance will be necessary. The active com
mercial sector can easily cover the projected deficit 
of 110,000 MT, and the Government of Namibia 
appears to have sufficient resources to address the 
needs of the drought-affected population. 

South Africa's Export 
Capacity Recovers 

South Africa is geoe1ally a major supplier of maize and 
other cereals to the rest of southern Africa.Afier meet· 

ing internal consumption needs.this yea(s maize harvest of 
about 9,928,000 MT (white and yellow combined) will 
allow lhe export of about 3,400,000 MT of maize.Another 
210,000MT of other grains is also likely to be exported. 

Swaziland 
Swaziland's National Early Warning Unit 
estimates this year's cereal harvest at 
108,000 MT-about 42 percent above the level 
for 1995. The projected cereal import require
ment of about 61,000 MT is only 35 percent of 
the 1995 level and is well within the country's 
capacity. Commercial and food aid imports de· 
layed from last year continue to enter the coun
try, further reducing the need for additional 
imports . 

The last distributions under the 1995/96 
food-for-work program, covering 78,000 per
sons, are under way now, and no further emer
gency aid should be necessary after these 
distributions are completed this month . 

Zambia 
The food supply situation In Zambia has im
proved after an above-average 1995/96 har
vest. An estimated 1,513,000 MT of cereal was 
produced-84 percent above last year's very 
poor harvest and 7 percent higher than the 
11-year average. Maize production is estimated 
at 1,409,000 MT-17 percent above the 11-year 
average and 90 percent over last year's produc
tion. Pasture conditions are also good through· 
out the country. 

Local cereal production should be sufficient 
to meet normal consumption requirements. 
Some imports may be necessary if the Govern
ment of Zambia chooses to bring the Strategic 
Grain Reserve to its target level of 50,000 MT of 
maize. No significant external food assistance 
should be necessary during 1996/97. 

Zimbabwe 
TI1e Zimbabwe National Early Warning Unit 
estimates 1995/96 maize production at 
2,600,000 MT-47 percent above the recent 
10-year average and exceeded only by the 1981 
and 1985 harvests.The country also produced 
318,000 MT of sorghum and millet,of which 
244,000 MT came from the communal sector. 

Zimbabwe has enough maize to meet its ex
port target of 279,000 MT while building a large 
strategic reserve. Only a few areas, concentrated 
in the middle Save River Valley and in Beit· 
bridge, experienced below-average production 
leading to heightened food insecurity. Given 
that the country as a whole has a substantial 
cereal surplus, a large portion of these localized 
deficits could be filled through internal trade. 
While about 500,000 children remain targeted 
for supplementary feeding, no other food aid 
programs have been announced and no exter
nal emergency assistance is currently required. 
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