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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 

Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 780,846 428,072 

Djibouti 150,000 121,250 

Ethiopia 9.3 million (estimated)  9 million (PSNP + emerg.)  

Kenya 2.4 million 650,000 

Mozambique 660,000 469,334 (emerg.) 

Somalia 1.5 million (incl. IDPs) 663,000 

South Sudan 500,000 (flooding)  645,000 (WFP, national) 

Uganda  1,400,000 (incl. IDPs) 1,200,000 (IDPs)  

Zimbabwe 4.1 million 3 million 
(WFP and C-SAFE) 

W
atch 

Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  Increased access to fish and water 
plants, improved animal grazing conditions and flood-
recession agriculture in early 2008 will likely improve food 
security for many of the 500,000 flood-affected people. 
However, chronic limited market access and persistent 
cattle-raiding and conflict in eastern Upper Nile and Jon-
glei states will compound flooding impacts to increase 
food insecurity until the next harvest in September 2008. 

Uganda:  Food insecurity is expected to increase through 
June 2008 in districts in the east where flooding destroyed 
first-season crops and limited second-season cultiva-
tion. Erratic rainfall also reduced yields, and the hunger 
season will likely start early in parts of Karamoja Region. 

W
arning 

Urgent Action Required 

Djibouti:  The October coastal rains started poorly. Pastor-
alists in coastal areas will likely move to inland grazing 
zones, increasing competition for already scarce pasture 
and water resources. Food prices remain above average. 

Kenya: The October rains began late in the drought-
affected southeastern and coastal lowlands, while the rain-
fall in eastern pastoral areas, which began early, has not 
been sustained. If rains fail to improve in these areas for 
the remainder of the season, pastoral and lowland farm 
households could face high levels of food insecurity. 

Mozambique:  Households in the south may not fully bene-
fit from favorable rains expected this season unless wide-
spread seed shortages are filled before the end of Decem-
ber. About 520,000 people in southern and central areas 
require food assistance through March 2008. 
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad: Food distributions to internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) resumed in October. Distributions now cover all 
IDP sites, but IDP movement between camps has made 
targeting difficult and has delayed distributions. Renewed 
civil insecurity in the east could reduce humanitarian mo-
bility, disturbing food trade and limiting food access. 

Ethiopia: In Somali Region, poor October and November 
rains, high cereal prices and ongoing restrictions on trade 
and movement in some zones continue to restrict food ac-
cess for pastoral and agropastoral populations (back page). 

Somalia:  Humanitarian emergency conditions persist in 
the south as conflict increases displacement and food prices 
escalate. Conditions are likely to deteriorate through March 
in southern areas due to continued conflict and central ar-
eas due to poor rains in October/November (back page). 

Zimbabwe:  Little food aid is targeting the urban popula-
tion, despite growing household needs as basic goods re-
main scarce and inflation persists. Before the hunger sea-
son peaks in January, increased humanitarian assistance to 
vulnerable urban populations is needed. 



  

Executive Overview of Food Security in Sub-Saharan Africa 
Special Focus: Somalia and Ethiopia, November/December 2007 

Humanitarian emergency persists in Somalia; crisis continues in Ethiopia 

Conflicts, poor rains, locusts, market disruptions and high and sharply increasing food prices are exacerbating already high to ex-
treme levels of food insecurity in Somalia and the Somali Region of Ethiopia. Prevailing emergency conditions, including high lev-
els of malnutrition, distress asset sales and migration and excessive consumption of own livestock, are worsening in many areas, and 
are likely to deteriorate further during the December to March dry season. Immediate action to mitigate conflict, restore market and 
trade links and increase humanitarian access is needed to avert an even more severe crisis until the rains start in March/April 2008. 
 
In Somalia, renewed armed conflict in Mogadishu in late October displaced an estimated 100,000 new people to the Shabelle Val-
ley, a region already facing a severe humanitarian crisis due to conflict, floods, drought, previous displacement, malnutrition and 
limited humanitarian access. These shocks have already drastically reduced livelihood options and increased the humanitarian needs 
of local populations. The most recent wave of displacement is increasing competition for already-overstretched resources among 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host populations. Staple food prices have been rising since May 2007, and are exacerbated 
by disruptions of Bakara market in Mogadishu (the main market in southern Somalia), depreciation of the Somali shilling and in-
creased fuel and transport costs. Currently, a total of 1.5 million people need urgent humanitarian assistance in Somalia. 
 
In Ethiopia, security operations since mid-June in large parts of Somali Region continue to restrict movement and cross-border and 
inter-regional trade, severely constricting the livelihoods of pastoral and agropastoral populations in the area. These populations are 
relying heavily on unsustainable consumption of milk and meat from their own livestock and on wild foods. While the Government 
of Ethiopia has agreed to ease restrictions and implement a joint response plan with the UN and other humanitarian agencies, delays 
in food aid dispatches, reduced food aid delivery points and problems with food aid targeting and the implementation of other relief 
efforts have allowed for very little improvement in the situation. The resumption of commercial activities remains critical to improv-
ing food security in the region. One million people in Somali Region (642,000 in restricted areas) need immediate food assistance. 
 
In October and November, erratic and below-normal deyr rains compounded 
food insecurity in central Somalia and southeastern Ethiopia. Although rains 
performed well in the first two weeks in November across most of these areas, 
cumulative rainfall through the end of November was less than 50 percent of 
the average. The forecast for the remainder of the season is not favorable, with 
strong indications that the rainy season has already concluded. Rainfall totals 
have not permitted sufficient rain-fed crop development, replenishment of wa-
ter sources or regeneration of pasture (Figure 1). 
 
While rain-fed cropping typically contributes only 20 to 30 percent of annual 
agropastoral cereal production in Ethiopia’s Somali Region and central Soma-
lia, a poor deyr season will reduce crop production and intensify existing food 
insecurity. Although the deyr rains have been adequate for crop growth in 
southern Somalia, below-average March to June 2007 gu rains severely re-
duced harvests in August. In pastoral areas, especially in southeastern Ethiopia 
and central Somalia, pasture and water availability will likely be insufficient to 
sustain populations in these areas through the December to March jilaal dry 
season. This will cause livestock conditions to deteriorate sharply at a time 
when staple food prices normally increase. Given the poor performance of the 
deyr season, increased competition for rangeland resources will likely lead to 
more resource-based and clan conflicts, especially in central Somalia. 
  
In addition, desert locusts are present in Somalia, northern Kenya and southern 
Ethiopia. While initial efforts to control the spread of locusts in Ethiopia have 
been successful, prevailing access problems in these countries may make control efforts difficult. Although the outbreak is forecast 
to be limited, it could jeopardize crop production in areas where rainfall has been sufficient, and reduce pasture and browse avail-
ability in many of these already extremely food insecure areas. 
  
The jilaal dry season is the hardest time of year for populations in central and southern Somalia and the Somali Region of Ethiopia. 
Malnutrition rates in these areas are already above emergency thresholds, with 17 percent global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates and 
3.2 percent severe acute malnutrition (SAM) rates for IDPs and agropastoralists in Somalia’s Shabelle Valley. In Ethiopia’s Fik and 
Hamero woredas, GAM rates are 20.8 percent and SAM rates are 1.4 percent. These rates are likely to increase further during the 
dry season, when water and sanitation conditions are poor, dietary diversity is limited, food sharing increases and food access is re-
duced. Immediate actions and advocacy to improve humanitarian access, reestablish commercial trade and normalize livelihoods are 
essential to mitigate these crises. 

Figure 1. Current rangeland conditions based on 
cumulative October/November rainfall 

 

Source: USGS 
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