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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 

Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 733,276 425,893 

Djibouti 150,000 121,250 

Ethiopia 9.3 million (estimated)  9 million (PSNP + emerg.)  

Kenya 2.4 million 650,000 

Mozambique 660,000 469,334 (emerg.) 

Somalia 1.5 million (incl. IDPs) 293,300 

South Sudan 1.7 million  1 million 

Uganda  1,757,000 (incl. IDPs) 1,757,000  

Zimbabwe 3.4 million 2.8 million 
(WFP and C-SAFE) 

W
atch 

Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  The main harvest is progressing well in 
most areas. Interventions continue where food access is 
limited due to flooding that has displaced households and 
submerged crops. Seed and input distribution is needed to 
enable beneficial flood-recessional activities in early 2008. 

Uganda:  Households in flood-affected areas of the east 
are likely to become food insecure after November, when 
current food stocks are expected to run out and a below-
normal second-season crop is harvested. IDPs continue to 
return home in the north as civil security remains stable. 

W
arning 

Urgent Action Required 

Djibouti:  Cereal prices have been rising steadily, eroding 
household purchasing power. Poorer urban households face 
a lack of income-earning opportunities, due to the contrac-
tion of activity in important sectors like construction. 

Kenya: Although national food supply is favorable, food 
security conditions are deteriorating in the northeastern 
pastoral and marginal agricultural areas. A favorable rainy 
season is needed through December to prevent a food secu-
rity crisis. Pastoralist recovery continues in the northwest. 

Mozambique:  Households in southern and central areas 
whose food reserves have run out are receiving near-
adequate food aid. Timely agricultural inputs are crucial for 
the upcoming season, especially in drought-affected south-
ern areas where seed shortages are widespread. 

E
m

ergency 

Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad: As the rainy season subsides, increased banditry and 
interethnic conflict are severely limiting humanitarian ac-
cess to displaced populations in the east, when post-rainy 
season food and non-food distributions are critical. The 
Government of Chad has declared a state of emergency. 

Ethiopia: A good harvest is expected to improve food se-
curity in most of the country. Despite an easing of restric-
tions on trade and movement in Somali Region, households 
in much of the region will remain highly food insecure due 
to the cumulative impacts of previous poor seasons and 
continued partial restrictions on trade and movement. 

Somalia:  Renewed conflict has increased displacement in 
Mogadishu and Shabelle Valley, and households remain 
extremely food insecure in these areas due to persistent 
conflict, hyperinflation and a failed gu harvest. Pre-famine 
conditions are imminent, especially if interventions are 
insufficient and the October to December rains are poor. 

Zimbabwe:  Despite efforts to encourage supply, basic 
goods remain scarce in formal markets, but are generally 
available in parallel markets at significantly higher prices. 
Most poor households are engaged in complex combina-
tions of coping strategies. Current food aid efforts are lim-
ited to rural areas, and are not targeting urban households. 
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Near-average production anticipated; marketing season outlook mixed 

While inconsistent rains across the Sahel during the 2007/08 main agricultural season will likely lead to lower-than-anticipated main
-season yields, well-supplied local and national cereal stocks, well-provisioned markets and average to below-average cereal prices 
are allowing for generally stable food security conditions in much of the region. Exceptions to this include pastoral areas of northern  
and southwestern Mauritania, where insufficient rainfall led to poor pasture regeneration, and northern areas of Niger and Mali, 
where armed conflict has made it difficult for populations living in these areas to access food and inputs. Provided that industry-
derived demand for grains are met and cereals in the region move efficiently to keep markets well stocked, food availability and 
access should remain stable for most households in the region until at least April 2008 (Figures 1 and 2).   
 
The 2007/08 main agricultural season in the Sahel was marked by significant climatic variation. Rains started early, in late May/
early June, but were followed by a dry spell that lasted until mid-July in many areas. This dry spell delayed planting activities and 
stressed existing crops, resulting in major planting and replanting when rains returned in mid-July. Heavy rains followed from mid-
July to early September, favoring crop growth, pasture regeneration and water-point replenishment. However, these heavy rains also 
caused localized flooding that resulted in human deaths and significant damage to crops, infrastructure and other assets. Rains were 
followed by another dry spell in mid-September, inhibiting the maturation of late-planted crops. Joint assessments are currently un-
derway to determine the official production levels for the 2007/08 main season. 
 
Except for Senegal, Mauritania and Cape Verde, two consecutive years of bumper production in the Sahel have allowed for the re-
plenishment of local and national grain reserves and commercial stocks, and cereal prices are currently at normal or below-normal 
levels. The arrival of newly-harvested cereals from areas not severely affected by the late start or early end of rains and floods are 
further increasing market supplies, helping to maintain prices that are affordable for most households. It is also anticipated that off-
season production will offset some of the impacts of main-season production losses. As such, reduced yields due to erratic rains and 
floods this year are not expected to have an immediate impact on food security for most populations in the region.       
 
However, given anticipated localized production losses, there will be a fragile balance between supplies of and demand for cereals in 
the Sahel this year. While the majority of food needed to meet consumption requirements is available in the region, it is not evenly 
distributed among countries, villages or households. As such, food security in the region will depend heavily on the ability of food to 
move freely to keep markets sufficiently stocked, the normal evolution of prices and the ability of households affected by crop losses 
to successfully employ coping strategies to increase their purchasing power and/or access to food. Retention of stocks by producers 
and traders in anticipation of reduced yields could lead to significant price increases. Unmet industry-derived demand for grain (such 
as from Nigeria’s breweries or poultry industry), coupled with reduced yields in northern Ghana and Nigeria, could also pull grains 
down from the Sahel, causing prices to rise above normal levels and increasing food insecurity, particularly in areas that experienced 
localized production deficits.  Close monitoring of market conditions in the region will therefore be essential this season.  
 
In addition, armed conflict in northern Mali and Niger has severed trade and market access for populations in these areas, limiting 
their access to food and essential inputs. This conflict will leave affected populations vulnerable to extreme food insecurity as the 
2008 hunger season approaches. The impacts of insufficient rains, particularly in northern and southwestern pastoral areas of Mauri-
tania will also become evident as the May/June lean season approaches (Figure 2). 

For more information, please visit www.fews.net/west 

 Figure 1.  Estimated most-likely food security conditions in the 
Sahel, January to March 2008. 

Figure 2.  Estimated most-likely food security conditions in the 
Sahel, April to June 2008. 
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