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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 

Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 747,850  599,600 

Djibouti 150,000 121,250 

Ethiopia 8 million (estimated)  7.5 million (PSNP + emerg.)  

Kenya 2.4 million 650,000 

Mozambique 660,000 192,000 (emerg.) 

Somalia 1.5 million (incl. IDPs) 200,000 

South Sudan 1.7 million  1 million 

Uganda  1,757,000 (incl. IDPs) 1,757,000  

Zimbabwe 4.1 million 614,000 (WFP and C-SAFE) 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  Immediate relief assistance to flood-
affected populations is needed, as well as livelihood inter-
ventions to improve access to fishing equipment or seeds 
where flood-recession agriculture is possible. 

Uganda:  Severe flooding in eastern, central and northern 
Uganda will exacerbate existing food insecurity in these 
areas. Immediate relief assistance is needed for 300,000 
people in the east, and longer-tem assistance may be 
needed for many more until the next harvest in July 2008. 
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Urgent Action Required 

Djibouti:  Most pastoral and poor urban households are 
food insecure, due to unusually high prices for staple 
foods. Rising demand for these foods during Ramadan will 
further increase prices. Urban water shortages persist. 

Kenya:  Food security continues to improve for pastoral 
and agropastoral households due to beneficial rains in late 
2006. Global acute malnutrition rates have declined since 
April 2006, but remain above emergency thresholds in 
Mandera, Wajir and Marsabit districts. 

Mozambique:  High food prices in the south, slow delivery 
of humanitarian assistance, limited coping strategies and 
water scarcity are compounding the already high levels of 
food insecurity in central and southern areas. October to 
December rainfall is likely to be normal to above normal, 
facilitating the beginning of the main agricultural season. 
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad:  Floods in the south and east have decreased hu-
manitarian access, damaged infrastructure, homes and food 
stocks and water-logged crops. An upsurge in inter-ethnic 
conflict in the east has increased numbers of internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) and threatens local crop production. 

Ethiopia:  Restrictions on trade and movement in Somali 
Region continue to limit pastoral and agropastoral house-
hold access to markets to sell livestock. Above-average 
cereal prices further constrain household food access. 
Unless restrictions are lifted, significant food assistance 
will be needed in the region. 

Somalia:  Conflict-related trade disruptions, high transpor-
tation costs and low food availability have increased the 
prices of local and imported food to above-average levels 
in the south. In the Shabelle regions, severe and global 
acute malnutrition rates are above emergency thresholds. 

Zimbabwe:  Continuing transportation and distribution 
problems are exacerbating staple food shortages in rural 
areas in the south and west. In urban areas, price-controlled 
commodities are only available on informal parallel mar-
kets at extremely high prices. The number of food insecure 
people is expected to increase to 4.1 million by early 2008. 
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Pastoral food security crisis possible in GHA if October to December rains fail 

Although good rains in early 2007 allowed recovery for pastoral households in the Greater Horn of Africa (GHA) after consecutive 
failed rainy seasons and conflicts, the livelihoods of these populations remain weak, and conditions for livestock are deteriorating as 
the dry season progresses. In Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti, many pastoral households already face high to extreme levels 
of food insecurity. While normal rainfall during the October to December rainy season would enable pastoral recovery to continue in 
the region, below-normal or failed rains could lead to a humanitarian crisis and potential pre-famine conditions in early 2008. 
 
Favorable rains in late 2006 and early 2007 regenerated pasture and browse and increased water availability in pastoral areas, im-
proving animal body conditions and milk production and increasing livestock prices and pastoral incomes.  However, conditions for 
livestock are deteriorating as the normal dry season continues. In addition, pastoralists are already highly food insecure in parts of 
eastern Kenya and southern Somalia, where the main rainy season (April to July) was poor. Conflict-related restrictions on move-
ment and trade in large parts of Ethiopia’s Somali Region have also severely reduced pastoral access to markets and food. 
 
For pastoral recovery to continue, normal October to December rains are needed.  This would increase pasture and water availabil-
ity, improve livestock body conditions, prices and milk production and allow pastoralists throughout the region to access more grain 
for their livestock and increase herd sizes.  However, even in the most-likely food security scenario in which good rains are ex-
pected, pockets of high to extreme food insecurity would persist (Figure 1) due to hazards, such as seasonal flooding and continued 
conflict in southern and central Somalia, northern Kenya and Ethiopia’s Somali Region. These hazards will cause localized asset 
losses, displacement and limited access to markets for pastoralists to sell livestock and purchase food. 
 
If the October to December rains are not sufficient for pasture regeneration, livestock conditions and milk production would rapidly 
deteriorate across pastoral areas, and a more-severe worst-case scenario would occur (Figure 2). In this scenario, water would be 
scarce for human and livestock consumption; pastoralists would begin to move their herds abnormally in search of pasture and wa-
ter; and livestock could die in the worst-affected areas, reversing the improvements in herd sizes made to date. Child malnutrition 
would increase above emergency thresholds due to limited access to food and water, and the pastoral groups already facing high to 
extreme food insecurity in eastern Kenya and southeastern Ethiopia could fall back into a humanitarian emergency. In areas where 
pastoral recovery has progressed well, such as northwestern Kenya and central Somalia, conditions would deteriorate to moderate to 
extreme food insecurity, reversing the gains made from two successive good rainy seasons. In Djibouti, failed coastal rains would 
lead to distress migration to inland areas, increasing competition for scarce water and browse in those areas. In extreme cases where 
civil insecurity persists, pre-famine conditions may emerge in early 2008. 
 
If the October to December rains are near normal, the need for emergency assistance for pastoralists would be localized in areas 
where households face extreme food insecurity due to flooding or conflict. In the worst-case scenario, though, pastoralists through-
out GHA would need significant emergency assistance through the first half of 2008. Although this scenario is unlikely, its severity 
merits initiating preparedness measures now to reduce the potential impacts of renewed humanitarian crisis on pastoral livelihoods. 

For more information, please visit www.fews.net/east 

 Figure 1. Most-likely estimated food security conditions,  
January to March 2008 

Figure 2. Worst-case estimated food security conditions, 
January to March 2008 
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