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• Excessive rains continue across Nigeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, and Cameroon. Excessive rains also 
spread across Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, Kenya and Uganda. All of these areas have experienced flooding and 
some may have additional localized flooding during the coming period. 

 
• Western Mauritania and southern Eritrea remain dry. Recovery from early season rainfall deficits continue in 

Côte d'Ivoire and Burkina Faso. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana  
experienced poor rainfall 
at the onset of seasonal rains.  
In mid July rainfall became 
very heavy, causing localized flooding in this region.  
Recent rains have the potential to improve crop and  
pasture conditions in Côte d'Ivoire as well as improving the 
water levels in Lake Volta. However, there are concerns of 
crop failure in northern Ghana. 
 
3) Excessive rainfall continues over Ethiopia and western 
Eritrea.  During the last dekad of August heavy rains caused 
localized flooding further inland in Ethiopia and into Sudan. 
These wet conditions are expected to continue.  
 
4) Precipitation has been heavy across Niger, Nigeria and 
Cameroon. Excessive rainfall has inundated crops and 
infrastructure, causing damage across the region.  Additional 
heavy rain is expected during the coming period. Flood 
waters may be beneficial during the recessional period, 
providing moisture to crops. 
 
5) Well distributed precipitation has favored winter wheat 
crops in Western Cape, South Africa. 
 
6) Moisture deficits continue to impact southern Eritrea and 
Djibouti. If the two regions do not receive significant rainfall 
soon, consequences will become more severe. 
 
7)  Flooding conditions have eased along the Kenya-Uganda 
border. Additional rains are expected in the area. Localized 
flooding remains a threat as a result. 
 
8) Dry conditions in western Mauritania have hampered 
pasture regeneration.  If dry conditions continue pastoralists 
will face tough conditions and possibly move to cropped 
areas. 
 
 
 
 

1) Rainfall was very
poor during the March 
to May season in 
eastern Kenya and 
southern Somalia.  
Crops and pasture 
suffer in both regions.  
This is likely to 
continue until October 
with the exception of 
occasional rains.  
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Heavy rains cause flooding from west to east. 
 
 Since mid July excessive rainfall has characterized the 
majority of the Sahel to the Greater Horn of Africa. Flash floods 
and localized flooding have been the cause of lost homes, 
agriculture, infrastructure, and death.  
 
In the Sahel region, Mauritania, Togo, Mali, Burkina-Faso, 
Nigeria, Niger, Liberia, The Gambia, Ivory Coast and Senegal 
have been hit the hardest with excessive rains. Southern 
Mauritania received heavy rains in late August, specifically in 
Gorgol and Assaba, affecting hundreds of families. In Nigeria 
over 5,000 people are now homeless. The flooding there has 
destroyed a significant amount of farmland. In other parts of 
the Sahel region, localized flooding is due to excess runoff 
from rivers.  
 
The flooding situation in the east is much more severe. In 
Sudan and Ethiopia floods have claimed lives and livestock in 
addition to inundating scores of agricultural land. Further 
flooding is expected to continue and outbreaks of water born  
disease are likely.  
 
In 2006 the Greater Horn of Africa suffered significant flooding 
and loss during its June – September flooding season; 
however this year the floods span different regions than 
normal.  
 
In the coming observation period rains are expected to 
continue to be heavier in the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, 
Burkina-Faso, Nigeria, and the region near the Sudan-Ethiopia 
border. GFS forecasts reflect a southward movement of the  
ITCZ. 
 
 
 
 
Dry conditions persist in Eritrea, Djibouti, and 
Mauritania. Drought continues in Kenya and 
Somalia. 
 
Despite the excessive rains being experienced by most of 
Africa dry conditions persist in parts of the continent. Extreme 
western Mauritania, southern Eritrea and northern Djibouti 
have had rain deficits. 
 
In Eritrea and Djibouti, rainfall has been light and erratic during 
the last several weeks. Moisture deficits continue to grow as 
rainfall stays in the Red Sea and over Afar in Ethiopia.  
Additional rain is needed in this area before the end of the 
season in October. 
 
Western Mauritania has a much shorter season with most 
rainfall during August and September. These rains have largely 
not materialized this past month, and that has lead to deficits 
exceeding half of their normal August rainfall. Significant 
moisture is not likely to arrive in the area this week. These dry 
conditions are impacting pastoralists in the area. Continued 
impacts may lead to migration of herds into cropped areas 
where grazing animals may impact crop production. 
 
Eastern Kenya and southern Somalia also continue to face 
ongoing drought conditions after an extremely poor March – 
May rainfall season. In Kenya, very little rain fell at all, wilting 
crops, degrading pastures, and reducing available drinking 
water.  In Somalia rainfall was erratic, but overall precipitation 
totals remained near normal.  This has resulted in failed crops, 
but pastures were generally able to replenish and drinking 
water levels remain near normal. 
 

 

GFS Rainfall Forecast 
September 5 – September 12, 2007 

 
 
 

Rainfall Estimates Percent of Normal 
August 4 – September 3, 2007 

 
Source: FEWS-NET/NOAA-CPC


