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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 

Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 732,370 (incl.150,000 IDPs)  549,370 (incl. 176,850  
purchasing subsidized food) 

Djibouti 150,000 121,250 

Ethiopia 9 million (estimated)  8.6 million (PSNP + emerg.)  

Kenya 2.4 million 924,000 

Mozambique 520,000 215,000 

Somalia 1.5 million (incl. IDPs) 150,000 

South Sudan 1.7 million  1 million 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 1.7 million 

Zimbabwe Not available 560,000 (WFP and C-SAFE) 

W
atch 

Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Mozambique:  Food prices are above average in the south 
as a result of maize production deficits, and food access 
will be difficult for households in the region until early 
2008. The second season is progressing reasonably well in 
many southern and central regions, and initial harvests in 
some areas are mitigating current levels of food insecurity. 

Sudan (southern):  Tensions over inter-tribal conflict and 
cattle raiding persist in numerous areas, and could affect 
local agricultural activities. Disarmament is needed to en-
hance peace-building activities. One million people are 
currently food insecure as the hunger season progresses. 

Uganda:  Improved civil security in the north has in-
creased household access to land and markets. However, a 
highly contagious livestock disease affecting sheep and 
goats in northeastern Karamoja Region is jeopardizing a 
major local source of food and income. 

W
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Urgent Action Required 

Djibouti:  Poor March to May rains have stressed animal 
conditions in inland pastoral areas. Income-earning oppor-
tunities for the urban poor are decreasing as the hot season 
progresses. Increasing food costs are significantly limiting 
food access for the urban poor and in most rural areas. 

Kenya:  Pastoral recovery is at risk as recommended inter-
ventions have not been implemented by the government 
and donors. Some pastoral and marginal agricultural house-
holds will likely experience significant stress before the 
start of the short rains in October. 
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad:  Low availability of, and access to, land at camps 
for internally displaced persons (IDPs), combined with 
government promises to improve security in some villages, 
are encouraging many IDPs to move from camps to areas 
with more arable land but fewer humanitarian services. 

Ethiopia:  Restricted trade and movement of people and 
livestock, combined with a high risk of flooding, will likely 
result in a humanitarian crisis for some of Somali Region’s 
extremely vulnerable population. 

Somalia:  Cereal prices are increasing unseasonably in the 
south with expectations of a below-average gu harvest in 
August. Demand for food, resources and services is already 
high in rural areas, as many households remain displaced 
from Mogadishu. The closure of the main market in Moga-
dishu has affected both the import capacity of traders and 
trade flows to other regions of Somalia. 

Zimbabwe:  The 2006/07 harvest will only cover 55 per-
cent of cereal requirements. Poor policies, hyperinflation 
and foreign currency shortages will further limit food ac-
cess, especially in the southwest and urban areas. 
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Risk of renewed humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia’s Somali Region 

The food security situation in parts of Somali Region could deteriorate into a severe humanitarian crisis in the second half of 2007 as 
a result of current civil insecurity and policy-driven restrictions on trade and movement, a high risk of flooding between July and 
September and normal dry-season water and pasture shortages. In the past few years, people in the region have faced recurrent 
shocks, including drought, severe flooding in riverine areas, conflict, human and livestock diseases, record-high cereal prices and a 
livestock trade ban. Households are now highly vulnerable, and even small shocks can result in extreme food insecurity. 
 
Since the second week of June, civil insecurity has restricted the movement of government and non-governmental humanitarian 
agencies, commercial traders and livestock in Korahe, Warder and parts of Fik, Degehabur and Gode zones of Somali Region. The 
restricted movement of people and goods into and within these areas has severely reduced livestock demand and limited the avail-
ability of commodities in markets. Food prices doubled as a result. For example, the price of 50 kg of rice in Warder and Korahe 
zones was 220 birr in May 2007, but had risen to 500 birr by June 2007, when prices normally increase by less than 10 percent. Re-
cent field reports indicate that cereals are no longer available in these markets. At the same time, because the normal market for live-
stock is outside the areas in which movement is restricted, herders are unable to access the market and sell their livestock. Most 
households in these zones are pastoral or agropastoral and rely heavily on the market to sell livestock and buy grains and other im-
ported food items. The restricted movement and reduced food availability are severely limiting household food access. 
 
Many parts of Somali Region have not received food aid since deyr assessment teams identified needs in December 2006 because of 
the government’s new policy of verifying needs on a case-by-case basis before providing relief food assistance. Verification teams 
sent to the region in April did not find acute food insecurity, but the 1.1 million chronically food insecure people identified earlier by 
the government are not receiving assistance from the Productive Safety Net Program. This multi-year assistance program for chroni-
cally food insecure populations has not started in the region due to limited capacity. To address the deteriorating food access among 
the identified groups, the government has started dispatching emergency food aid to secure areas in the region; however, discussions 
are still underway on how to address needs in the areas where security is a concern. 
 
Heavy flooding is predicted for later this year throughout Ethiopia, as the June to September rains are forecast to be above normal. 
Although these rains do not occur in the eastern pastoral areas, flooding is expected along rivers such as the Shebelle, Ganale and 
Weyb that flow out of the highlands and through Somali Region. Such flooding along these rivers, as has been seen in the past, 
would result in an immediate humanitarian crisis, exacerbating the already severe food security situation. Many people and livestock 
are currently near river banks to access dry-season water and pasture, which would make the impact of floods even more severe. 

For more information, please visit www.fews.net 

Food security continues to deteriorate in Zimbabwe 

Protracted economic decline, a poor 2006/07 season and disrupted food supply due to price controls and eminent import restrictions 
have caused food security in Zimbabwe to decline, especially for households in the southwest and in urban areas. As a result of poor 
access to inputs, underutilization of land and drought in the south and west, the harvest will meet only 55 percent of domestic needs.  
To cover the deficit, the government’s Grain Marketing Board (GMB) intends to import 400,000 MT of maize from Malawi and 
WFP and C-SAFE plan to import about 352,000 MT of food. If the government falls significantly short of its maize import targets, 
household food security in urban and rural areas will further deteriorate. 
 
Price controls, import restrictions and logistical constraints have exacerbated 
the impact of production deficits. In July, government restrictions on petrol 
marketing increased the demand for fuel, the availability of which plays a 
critical role in meeting food needs. The GMB faces a significant challenge in 
delivering maize where it is needed most, particularly in the south and west, 
which produced less than 10 percent of their cereal needs this year (Figure 1) 
and now rely entirely on the GMB. Communities that do receive maize will 
then face expensive transport costs to bring the maize from GMB depots to 
their homes. Since late June, government price controls have resulted in a 
run on basic goods in urban markets and discouraged their production and 
importation. The formal market can no longer maintain a regular supply of 
basic goods, which particularly impacts the poor, who make frequent pur-
chases of smaller amounts of goods. Basic goods can still be found on paral-
lel markets at a higher cost, but availability is declining due to restrictions on 
imports and intensification of police monitoring. The government has sent 
mixed signals on future import restrictions, which could continue to have a 
damaging impact on an important source of livelihoods and food security.  

Figure 1. Maize production in 2006/07 by district 
compared to food requirements 

 

Source: AREX 2007 


