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FEWS NET Alert Status Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 491,800  392,600  

Djibouti 150,000 47,500 

Ethiopia > 10 million  10.3 million 
(PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 3.6 million 2.7 million (emergency) 

Somalia 1.8 million 950,000 

South Sudan 1.7 million 1.7 million 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 1.6 million 

Zimbabwe > 1.4 million rural Not available 

Mozambique 240,000 75,500 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Sudan (southern):  Post-harvest food security improve-
ments are projected through March, but large-scale popula-
tion movements spurred by the upcoming census may limit 
progress. Civil insecurity continues to prevent household 
access to food and labor markets in parts of Northern Bahr 
El Gazal, Warrap and Jonglei states. 

Djibouti:  Staple food import shortages may cause prices to 
rise above what poor urban households can afford. 

Uganda:  Civil security is slowly improving in northern 
Uganda, allowing some IDPs to resettle and start farming. 
Floods caused outbreaks of cholera in Kitgum and Pader 
districts, which may cause additional localized food inse-
curity. Emergency food assistance is needed in Karamoja.  

Mozambique:  As the hunger season peaks, household 
food access remains adequate. Rainfall has been late and 
poorly distributed in central and southern regions, with 
flooding in some areas, and replanting has been necessary. 

W
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Urgent Action Required 

Zimbabwe:  Below-average maize production may result 
from insufficient seasonal rainfall. As the hunger season 
peaks, household food access is under increasing stress, 
particularly in the south. At least 1.4 million rural people 
need food assistance until the green harvest begins. 
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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Ethiopia:  The main 2006/07 harvest is above average 
across Ethiopia, and pasture and water availability have 
improved significantly in the drought-affected southeastern 
pastoral areas. However, many people remain highly food 
insecure in areas impacted by recurrent droughts and recent 
flooding. 

Kenya:  Kenya’s pastoral food security crisis will persist at 
least through April 2007 in eastern districts, where flood-
ing and an outbreak of Rift Valley Fever exacerbate al-
ready extreme levels of food insecurity. Although pasture 
and water availability have improved, infrastructure dam-
age, disease control measures and high food prices will still 
adversely affect food security. See back page. 

Somalia:  A poor deyr season harvest in southern Somalia 
is anticipated due to flooding and conflict. Agricultural 
activities have been disrupted and farmland has been aban-
doned or destroyed, worsening already problematic food 
access and availability. See back page. 

Chad:  Conflict in eastern Chad has increased internal 
population displacement, particularly in the southeast. This 
further strains the limited humanitarian capacity that re-
mains in the area and may cause Chadians to flee to Sudan. 
However, levels of acute malnutrition have declined, and 
refugee camps are being relocated to more secure areas. 
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Conflict and Rift Valley Fever threaten improvements in GHA food security 
The October to December rains were the heaviest in nearly a decade, and have ended the drought in pastoral areas of Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia. Livestock conditions are improving in many areas, and crop production in the main producing areas of 
the region in 2006 is expected to be well above average. Ethiopia expects its third bumper harvest in a row, with close to a 45 
percent increase in production over the five-year average, and Kenya expects a harvest at least 10 percent higher than the 10-
year average. 
 
Despite these improvements, localized problems threaten regional food security. Conflict in Somalia and an outbreak of Rift 
Valley Fever in Kenya, both exacerbated by flooding from the recent heavy rains, have already dampened prospects of recov-
ery in the most food insecure areas of these countries and may spread beyond the current impact area. The potential regional 
impact is still unknown. Pastoral areas of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia are still recovering, and, despite favorable agro-
climatic conditions, many people will require humanitarian assistance for at least the next six months. 
 

Conflict in Somalia 
In southern Somalia, conflict has disrupted agricultural activities, more than doubled the number of internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) and constrained transport networks. The conflict intensified at a critical time in the October to December deyr 
(minor) season when demand for agricultural labor peaked, especially in the key sorghum-producing regions of Bay and Ba-
kool. In chronically food insecure riverine farming areas in Juba Valley, farmers had to flee just as flood waters began to re-
cede. Throughout southern Somalia, seed access was poor due to fighting and high seed prices. As a result, despite favorable 
rains, the deyr season production nationally is expected to be well below normal for the fourth consecutive season. 
 
The number of IDPs in Somalia has increased from about 400,000 to more than one million. A significant number of displaced 
persons have taken refuge in neighboring countries, and a continued inflow would overwhelm existing camp capacity in 
Kenya and Ethiopia. Some of these camps (including Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camp, home to more than 160,000 refugees) 
have also flooded. The Kenyan government closed the border to Somali refugees on December 26, 2006, consequently block-
ing trade and humanitarian cargo. With the heavy rainfall and flooding across the region, water and vector-borne diseases, 
including malaria, cholera and meningitis, have become increasingly prevalent. 
 
The conflict and flooding have severely constrained market and transport networks at the beginning of the hunger season, 
when relief food and income are critical to survival. The restricted flow of commodities has driven already high food prices 
beyond the reach of most poor Somali households, and many IDPs are cut off from humanitarian assistance – taking away the 
only remaining coping strategy for many households. 
 

Rift Valley Fever 
An outbreak of Rift Valley Fever (RVF), an acute, fever-causing viral disease that affects domestic animals and humans, is 
exacerbating pastoral food insecurity in Kenya, disrupting regional markets and threatening food security throughout the 
Greater Horn of Africa (GHA). Although the disease is currently confined to Kenya, where at least 68 people have died after 
testing positive for RVF and more than one million livestock have been targeted for immediate vaccination, the risk of RVF 
spreading to neighboring countries is high. The economic recovery is still underway from the last RVF outbreak in 1997/98 
that led to bans on livestock exports from GHA. 
 
Disease control measures in Kenya have restricted the movement of both people and livestock. While slowing the spread of 
the disease, these measures have negatively affected populations fleeing the conflict in Somalia and hamper movement of hu-
manitarian relief supplies. The closure of Garissa market (a central livestock market in the region) due to RVF has negatively 
affected the livestock trade in the Mandera triangle (Kenya/Somalia/Ethiopia borderland) and especially in the Gedo and Juba 
Valley regions of Somalia, where pastoralists already face a precarious food security situation. Even if the security situation in 
Somalia improves, these restrictions are likely to remain problematic until the RVF outbreak is brought under control. 
 
In non-RVF-affected areas, livestock conditions, prices and exports are improving as a result of excellent water and pasture 
availability. However, RVF represents a serious risk to regional export markets, livestock sales and consumption. Despite con-
trol measures, conflict in Somalia has forced population and livestock movements, and, if the disease were to spread, the civil 
insecurity would constrain large-scale livestock vaccination programs. Current wet conditions are also conducive to further 
spread of the disease. If disease control measures fail and RVF spreads into the Juba Valley, the risk of regional disease out-
break is very high. 

For more information, please visit www.fews.net 


