
 
SOMALIA: FOOD SECURITY EMERGENCY 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis is 
occurring, where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine. 

Decision makers should give the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert.  

Issued: November 17, 2006 in collaboration with FAO/Food Security Analysis Unit (FSAU) 

Severe flooding exacerbates southern Somalia’s humanitarian emergency  
Somalia is facing its worst flooding in recent history, and this 
could affect up to one million people.  Both the Juba and 
Shabelle rivers have burst their banks in several locations. 
Floods have displaced communities, submerged villages, 
destroyed underground granaries (bakaar), cut off feeder 
roads and inundated thousands of hectares of farmland in 
the Gedo, Juba Valley, Hiran and Shabele Valley regions. In 
these areas, about 1.1 million people are already facing a 
humanitarian emergency.   

Figure 1: October 1 to November 10 rainfall 
as % of long term mean 
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According to the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) Climate Prediction and Application 
Centre (ICPAC) the combination of a moderate El Niño and 
Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) over the neighboring 
Indian Ocean mean that heavy rains, and thus further 
flooding, remain likely through early 2007.  

Source: NOAA/USGS/FEWS NET 

 
Although the deyr rains (October to December) have been 
largely beneficial for both crops and livestock, flooding has 
exacerbated the crisis in the south. Already, most regions 
have received more than 300 percent of their normal rainfall 
(see Figure 1) between October 1st and November 10. 
Internal and cross border cereal trade has been affected 
which could lead to serious food shortages in the hinterland.  
Prices of the staple food and imported commodities in many 
regions show an increasing trend and may be beyond the 
reach of many poor households.  Additional rains and 
flooding will further reduce access.  
 
While the floods will create opportunities for off-season crop production in the river valleys between January and 
April and for fresh water fishing, the inundation of farmlands will cause a significant reduction in the deyr harvest 
(February 2007), inhibiting the drought recovery process for agro-pastoral communities in the Juba Valley and 
Gedo regions.  WFP, OCHA, UNICEF, SC UK and others have started to provide much needed humanitarian 
support, but additional resources are needed to ensure that the floods do not drive the area into a humanitarian 
catastrophe.   

 
Timeline of critical events 

 
 

FEWS NET acknowledges contribution from key partners especially FSAU, WFP, OCHA, and World Vision. 
For more information see http://www.fews.net/somalia. 
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