
 

 
KENYA: Food Security Emergency 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis is occurring, 
where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine.  Decision makers should give 

the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert. 

October 17, 2006 

Emergency conditions persist in pastoral areas 
 

While food insecurity in the pastoral areas and localized areas of the marginal agricultural districts remains precarious, 
and several areas still face emergency conditions, moderate improvements in food security have been assessed compared 
with earlier in the year in most drought affected areas.   
 
The precipitation forecast for the October to 
December short-rains suggests normal to above 
normal conditions in drought-affected areas of the 
country.  In the event that the forecast holds, recovery 
for pastoral and marginal agricultural households 
could begin.  However, should the season run 
contrary to expectations, drought affected pastoral 
households, in particular, could face another 
livelihood crisis, similar to the crisis experienced 
between November 2005 and March 2006. 
 
The recent long rains assessment found that pastoral 
areas, especially in the west, remain the most food 
insecure in the country, with emergency conditions 
persisting after a generally poor long rains season 
(February to June). While conditions are stable or 
improving in eastern pastoral districts, conditions in 
Marsabit, Turkana, Samburu, Baringo and Laikipia 
districts are deteriorating.  Livestock are in poor 
condition, and their prices declining.  Conflict has 
risen markedly during the past two months, and 
coping strategies that in the past have been 
considered severe are increasingly becoming normal livelihood strategies.  Rates of child malnutrition are above the 
emergency threshold with a Middle Upper Arm Circumference or MUAC rating of 33 percent.     
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Food security also remains precarious in eastern pastoral and marginal agricultural areas, but modest improvements have 
been reported.  A succession of poor seasons over the past three years has compromised the livelihood base of most 
households and food security is being sustained mostly by relief food.   A series of good seasons is required in all drought-
affected areas for any appreciable recovery to begin to take hold.   
 
Underlying the situation is a more worrying trend of deepening chronic food insecurity, particularly in the drought-prone 
areas of the country.  Population pressure, poor market access, reduced dry season grazing access, environmental 
degradation, endemic resource-based conflict, high rates of malnutrition, and repeated climatic shocks, especially drought,  
have severely eroded the reliance of households to the point that many are either destitute or on the verge of destitution.  
Short-term interventions do save lives, but they do little to address what has become a persistent state of acute food 
insecurity for many households.  The long-rains assessment findings emphasize the need for longer-term, multi-sectoral 
interventions implemented concurrently with emergency operations if this worrying trend is to be reversed.   
 

For more information see: www.fews.net/kenya
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Figure 1: Current Food Security Status
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