
 
SOMALIA: FOOD SECURITY EMERGENCY 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis is 
occurring, where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine. 

Decision makers should give the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert.   

Issued: September 21, 2006 in collaboration with FAO/Food Security Analysis Unit (FSAU) 
Revised September 25, 2006 

Emergency humanitarian situation persists in southern Somalia 

The threat of famine in southern Somalia has subsided, but a widespread humanitarian crisis continues to affect the country.  
While the number of people requiring urgent humanitarian assistance has decreased from 2.1 million during the first half of 
2006, to 1.8 million, the geographic area now facing severe food and livelihood insecurity is wider, after the failure of the main 
or Gu season rains in parts of Bakool, Hiran and central regions.   
 
The south remains the epicenter of the current crisis.  Eighty percent of the people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance 
and livelihood support are found in this area.  The Gu season 2006 cereal production is about 113,000 MT which is about 73 
percent of the post war average (1995 to 2005).  The production this Gu season is the third consecutive below normal harvest 
in southern Somalia.  Though rangeland conditions (water and pasture) have improved in many drought affected areas, 
livestock productivity and value have not yet improved.  Cereal stocks are extremely low and in short supply, thus prices are 
higher than normal, especially in regions with crop failure, such as Juba Valley (150 percent of normal), Hiran (200 percent of 
normal) and parts of lower Shabelle regions (125 percent of normal).  Global acute malnutrition rates also remain high at over 
20 percent (WHZ<-2 or oedema) and have continued to deteriorate since January 2006.  Indications of further deterioration 
are noted in the increased levels of malnutrition in clinics and Therapeutic Feeding Programs (FSAU Nutrition update, August, 
2006).  Even under the best of conditions, recovery from this and previous crises in the pastoral and agro-pastoral 
communities in Gedo, Juba Valley and Bakool will take several more seasons.   
 
In key pastoral areas of Hiran and Central regions poor water and pasture conditions have led to extremely poor livestock 
body conditions and thus poor animal productivity.  Low livestock market prices have also affected terms of trade for herders.  
Recurrent clan conflicts coupled with several seasons of below normal rains have increased the food insecurity of pastoral 
communities in these regions.  The limited presence of the aid agencies in this region makes responding to this situation more 
difficult.   
 
In the northeast and northwest, the livestock dependent economy recorded substantial improvement due to several seasons of 
normal rainfall, improved rangeland conditions, a thriving export market and improved terms of trade between livestock and 
imported cereals.  Sustained humanitarian and livelihood support by the aid agencies since 2004 aided the recovery process 
and helped increase the herd sizes for most of the households.   
 
Given that fact that the dry season (Hagai - a lean period for pastoralists) is in progress and food security conditions have not 
improved in many areas, the negative impact of 2005/06 crisis on productive assets will continue to prevail.  Though the 
secondary rainy season or Deyr (October-December) are expected to be near to below normal, global climate forecasts 
indicate a weak El Niño that could result in devastating floods in Juba Valley which is part of the epicenter of the drought.  Any 
additional shock would quickly push the region into a more crises. 
 
The 2007 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia aims to assist the most seriously affected vulnerable groups.  To date, only half of 
the $326 million dollar appeal is funded, despite increased contributions from donors.  Agriculture, health and education 
sectors are particularly under funded.  Given the severity of the humanitarian conditions in Somalia at this time, it is imperative 
that the remaining CAP is covered.   
 

Timeline of critical events 
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For more information see http://www.fews.net/somalia. 
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