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The Mesoamerican Food Security Early Warning System (MFEWS) issues periodic Watches when there are indications of a 
possible food security crisis.  Decision makers should pay increasing attention to the situation highlighted in this Watch, and 
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Rat plague devastates crops in Patuca 
  

A rat plague has made an estimated 322 poor families (or 2,254 people) highly food insecure in 16 communities in Patuca 
zone.  These communities are located on both sides of the Patuca River, in Catacamas, in Olancho Department.  Rats have 
caused severe crop losses to staples including maize, beans, tubers (yucca), and rice, as well as affected labor 
opportunities in the local livestock sector1. 
 Map 1: Communities with reported losses from the rat plague 
As a result of the rat infestation, affected 
families have lost 89 percent of their maize 
production, 50 percent of their tuber 
production, 91 percent of their bean 
production and 79 percent of their rice 
production from the primera (or first) 
season.  Better-off families have also 
suffered losses to pastures, which will 
cause a sharp reduction in livestock 
production and thus a loss of labor 
opportunities in this sector, which 
represents the major source of income for 
poor families in the area.   
 
Communities along the Patuca River suffer 
from high levels of chronic poverty, 
chronic malnutrition, food insecurity, and 
are inaccessible (these communities can 
only be reached with small boats).  Poor 
families, who make up 80 percent of the 
population, derive 50 percent of their 
annual food needs from their own production of maize, beans, tubers, and rice.  About 15 percent of their annual food 
needs are met by fishing, and the remaining 35 percent comes from purchases made with income earned in agricultural 
and fishing sectors where they earn 50 lempiras a day (the minimum wage is 68 lempiras/day)2.  Therefore, the significant 
losses reported in the zone mean that affected households will face a deficit of about 65 percent of their food needs until 
December 2006 or January 2007 when they harvest the postrera (or second) crop.  Given the resources available to these 
families, it is highly unlikely that they will be able to fill this deficit.  

Source:  Asociación Patuca, COPECO, DICTA/SAG 

 
The affected communities have requested through the Political Governor of Olancho and the national disaster 
management agency, COPECO, that the central government declare an emergency in the affected area (See Map 1).  This 
would enable the communities to access food aid through the beginning of 2007, as well as medicines, agricultural inputs, 
construction materials, and urgent help to control the rat plague.  Unless the rat plague is quickly brought under control, 
the situation could become worse; especially if control operations in Nicaragua push more rats into adjacent areas of 
Honduras (Map 1 shows the areas of Nicaragua affected by rat infestations in 2005 where control operations are on-
going).  Most significantly, the postrera crop will also be threatened if the infestation is not controlled, potentially 
prolonging and worsening the situation for affected families.     
                                                 
1 Report on damages caused by rats in the Patuca zone; Asociación Patuca, COPECO, DICTA/SAG, August 2006 
2 Livelihood Profiles, Zone 4, MFEWS/ACH Honduras , October 2004 


