
 
NIGER: FOOD SECURITY WARNING 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings when a food crisis is developing, where 
groups are now, or about to become, highly food insecure and take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future 

food security.  Decision makers should urgently address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 
Issued: 16 August 2006 

 

High levels of localized food insecurity reemerge 
 
Although household food security has been stable in most regions of the country between October 2005 and June 
2006 as a result of good food access for poor households, a significant portion of the population faces high to extreme 
levels of food insecurity according to a recent nationwide joint survey conducted by major stakeholders including 
FEWS NET.  According to the survey, about 3.87 million people or 32 percent of the total population of Niger are 
food insecure.  Half of these people face extremely food insecurity. 
 
Conditions in localized areas within Dosso, Tahoua and Tillaberi (see Figure 1) are deteriorating.  While in most 
areas, food availability in urban and local markets has been adequate following the good 2005 harvest and significant 
levels of cereal imports from neighboring countries, food security conditions throughout the country started to decline 
in July, as market conditions worsened and the nutritional situation deteriorated.  Both conditions are normal at this 
time of year (the hunger season).  However, in parts of Dosso, Tahoua and Tillaberi, poor households are taking 
drastic measures to cope including the excessive sale of livestock, the reduction of the quantity and quality of their 
meals and the consumption of wild plants. 
 
While the agricultural season started very late this year, 
rains in late July and early August have allowed farmers in 
most agricultural areas to plant.  However, farmers in a 
reported 426 villages scattered in the regions of Zinder, 
Dosso, Tillaberi and Diffa (see Figure 1) were unable to 
plant their main crops this season.  Although farmers may 
have been able to switch to short cycle crops such as beans 
or cowpeas, these villages need close monitoring over the 
coming months. 

Figure 1: Highly food insecure areas of Niger 

For more information see: www.fews.net/niger 
 

 
In agropastoral and pastoral areas, the start of the rainy 
season has allowed pasture regeneration to begin and 
water sources to be replenished, thus improving livestock 
conditions and the food security of pastoral and 
agropastoral households.   
 
Cereal prices remain lower than in 2005.  Compared to the 
same period in 2005, the cost of millet in major markets is 
about 20 percent lower this year.  Yet, higher prices and low cereal availability are found in food insecure zones.  
According to the joint Agricultural Market Monitoring System (SIMA), World Food Programme, and FEWS NET 
market monitoring system, millet prices in July were 47 percent higher in areas facing extreme food insecurity than in 
other areas of the country.   

 

 
Although malnutrition is a chronic problem in Niger, the number of children admitted in health centers is much lower 
than it was last year at this time.  However, admissions of both moderate and severely malnourished children to health 
center have increased slightly over the last two months, by about 7 percent.   
 
Faced with localized deterioration in food security, the government and its partners have drafted a consensual 
emergency plan which is being partially implemented.  Response measures are centered on a cash-for-work program 
for about 1.8 million beneficiaries, the reinforcement of existing cereal and fodder banks and the provision of seeds.   
 


