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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad: While food security is stable in Sudanese refugee camps 
and is improving in CAR refugee camps, conditions for Chadian 
IDPs on the Sudanese border remain critical.  Those IDPS who 
will not be able to access land and produce a crop this year will 
need continued assistance. 

Ethiopia: Although the agricultural season this year has generally 
been good, the poor March to May rains, irregular humanitarian 
assistance, civil insecurity, and escalating cereal prices have 
caused an increase in the number of people needing food aid, 
especially in Somali Region.  Heavy rains over the last 10 days 
have caused serious flooding throughout the country. 

Kenya: Food security in pastoral areas remains critical, with a 
large portion of the population dependent on food aid.  After suf-
fering from massive livestock losses, livestock productivity re-
mains severely limited.  Modest but temporary improvements in 
food security have been seen in marginal agricultural areas.   

Somalia: Temporary improvements in food security are likely to 
be short lived following the mixed performance of the main or gu 
season.  Staple food prices are rising as a result of below average 
cereal production, high fuel prices, civil insecurity and piracy.  
Already distress migration from Gedo to neighboring Ethiopia 
has been observed.     
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Urgent Action Required 

Djibouti: Consumer prices are rising abnormally in urban areas, 
jeopardizing not only urban food security but also remittances to 
rural areas, which represent an important source of income.  Re-
cent rains will help improve conditions in pastoral areas.   

Niger: After a late start to the season, rains have set in over most 
of the country.  While some areas may face localized production 
problems, a good crop is still possible if normal rains continue.  
Rains over pastoral and agropastoral areas have also started, 
which will improve pasture and water availability and livestock 
conditions.   

Sudan (southern): Favorable March to May rains and better food 
access have generally improved food security.  The exceptions are 
in Jonglei State where conflict over disarmament has limited food 
access and in areas of Bahr el Ghazal that are overburdened with 
large numbers of returnees. 

Zimbabwe: While food availability has improved with increased 
production and sustained government imports, food access in 
rural and urban areas remains critical and will likely deteriorate 
progressively between October 2006 and the beginning of the 
next harvest in March 2007.   

 

Significant Events Timeline 
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FEWS NET Alert Status   Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 
207,554 (Darfur refugees);  

45,080 (CAR refugees);   
115,000 (host)   

< 226,000 (refugees)  

Djibouti 230,000 90,000 

Ethiopia > 10 million  10.9 million 
(PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 3.6 million 3.6 million  

Niger 1.8 million  TBD 

Somalia 2.1 million 1.23 million 

South Sudan 1.9 million 1.9 million 

Tanzania 3.7 million 564,726 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl.  IDPs) 1.6 million 

Zimbabwe Not available Not available 

Mauritania 580,000 350,000 
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Preparedness and Monitoring Required 

Tanzania: Poor rains in unimodal areas of the country have led to 
localized production deficits.  Over the next year, poor house-
holds in these areas will require assistance to meet their basic 
food needs   Forage conditions are likely to deteriorate over the 
next two months in central and northern Tanzania, resulting in a 
deterioration of food security for pastoralists and agropastoralists.   

Uganda: Improved civil security has resulted in a moderate im-
provement in IDPs’ access to land.  However, humanitarian con-
ditions remain critical due to poor access to health care, water and 
sanitation.  A continuation of food aid is necessary.   
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Sahel: Normal cereal production still possible 
After a difficult start to the season in the Sahel, characterized by dry spells and a late onset, seasonal rains set in over most of the region 
in mid-July.  If the season continues with normal rains until the end of September or early October, a near normal harvest will be possi-
ble.  Figure 1 shows mixed, but generally average, millet growing conditions in the region.  Field reports indicate that farmers in affected 
areas have adjusted their cropping strategies to minimize risk by switching from long-cycle millet to short-cycle millet and other crops, 
particularly beans, and by intercropping.  In addition, given the favorable rains in late July and early August, farmers are replanting mil-
let and rice in order to maximize their production.  The main areas of concern include eastern Niger, northeastern and northwestern Nige-
ria, the extreme north of Burkina Faso and eastern Senegal.  In eastern Senegal, the season started late, and conditions during the critical 
end of July and early August period have also been poor.  A similar pattern has been observed in the agropastoral extreme north of Burk-
ing Faso and in eastern Niger, where poor crop performance and inadequate pasture development are expected.  As a result, early migra-
tion of livestock to areas with better pasture and early labor migration to more productive agricultural areas is likely to occur immedi-
ately following the harvest in October and November.  In the remainder of the Sahel, the season is progressing well.  Mild increases in 
staple food prices are being seen in some markets, in line with normal trends during the hunger season (June to September).  Price in-
creases are slightly more pronounced in northern Nigeria as a result of several factors, including an appreciation in the local currency 
(naira) over the last month.   

 

Figure 1: Millet Growing Conditions as of end-July 
Water Requirements Satisfaction Index for Millet 

  
Source: FEWS NET/USGS 

Ethiopia: Preliminary results of the belg/gu assessment 

The belg/gu rains (March to May) have improved the overall humanitarian situation in Ethiopia, according to the preliminary results of a 
multi-agency assessment led by the Ethiopian Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Agency (DPPA).  However, many of the most food 
insecure areas of the country require continued assistance, and in some areas, needs have increased following the consecutive poor per-
formances of the 2005 deyr (October to December) and the 2006 gu (March to May) rains.   
 
Although much of the country received favorable rains, some of the most food insecure areas of the country received poorly distributed 
and inadequate rains, resulting in crop losses, poor pasture development and an inadequate replenishment of water sources.  In these ar-
eas, high malnutrition rates compounded by inadequate public health services remain a serious problem.  Throughout the country, esca-
lating staple food prices continue to erode the already insufficient purchasing power of poor households.  In the south, income from live-
stock sales has declined significantly or is entirely lacking, severely constraining the food access for pastoral households.   
 
At the same time, response efforts have only been modestly effective.  Assistance via the Productive Safety Net Program (PSNP) has 
been delayed at various points through the year, and relief efforts have been unable to target the most food insecure effectively, as a re-
sult of community redistribution of aid.  Thus, in these areas, there has been little recovery, and a serious food security crisis continues.  
The populations representing the highest levels of concern include farmers in parts of eastern Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP regions and 
pastoralists in Zones 2 and 4 of Afar and all zones of Somali Region.   
  
The most serious concerns remain in southern pastoral areas, where access to pasture, browse and water remains poor due to the failed 
2005 deyr season and a long dry period during the 2006 gu season.  Compounding matters, conflicts are hampering livestock movement 
to alternative water and grazing areas in Somali Region and parts of Borena and Guji zones of Oromiya Region.  As a result, significant 
additional livestock mortality is possible following the already high losses of early 2006.  Limited market access and population displace-
ment have led to high concentrations of people and livestock in areas with limited pasture and water, resulting in overgrazing and a grow-
ing risk of higher human and animal morbidity.   
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