
 

 
Tanzania: Food Security Watch 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic Watches when there are indications of a possible food 
security crisis.  Decision makers should pay increasing attention to the situation highlighted in this Watch, and prioritize 

preparedness and contingency planning measures to address the situation. 

Issued: June 2006 
  

Poor agricultural production and high prices impact food security 
 
The 2005/06 msimu rains (November to May) in unimodal 
areas of southern, southeast, central and western areas of 
Tanzania were delayed by up to 40 days, below normal in 
volume and poorly distributed.  This poor season comes on 
the heels of the failure of 2005/6 vuli rain season (October 
to January) in the bimodal rainfall areas of northern, north 
eastern and northern coastal areas.  As a result, poor 
agricultural production is anticipated in many areas of the 
country.  Preliminary production forecasts from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Cooperatives indicates 
that while a national surplus is expected this year, 50 
districts in 16 regions of the country will face production 
deficits.  Regions in the central zone including Shinyanga, Dodoma, Singida and Mwanza are the most 
affected by the poor rainfall.  The Food Security Information Team (FSIT) has planned a Rapid 
Vulnerability Assessment (RVA) to assess the extent of food insecurity caused by poor rains in these areas.   
 
The failure of the vuli rains and the poor msimu season have thwarted pasture growth, and available pasture 
is now being rapidly depleted.  Although the recent masika rains (July to September) have provided some 
relief to pastures in the northeast and central zones, the Livestock Network Knowledge System (LINKS) and 
Livestock Early Warning System (LEWS) have indicated that forage conditions are likely to deteriorate in 
most of the pastoral areas of Monduli, Ngorongoro, Simanjiro, Same, Arusha, Singida, Shinyanga, Dodoma 
Mpwapwa and Kondoa over the next two months.  This is likely to result in animal deaths, erosion of 
purchasing power and pastoral impoverishment.  Action is required now to mobilize curative and 
preventative veterinary support in pastoral areas to minimize the potential losses as the dry season 
progresses.   
 
Although the green harvest is providing some respite to areas with food shortages, prices of all food 
commodities have been increasing since November 2005, and household food access, especially for the 
poorest market dependant households, has been constrained by the rising food prices.  In response, the 
government has provided 126,000 MT of free and subsidized food assistance to 3.7 million vulnerable 
people.  This response is ongoing in both bimodal and unimodal areas where harvesting has not yet begun.  
However, the Strategic Grain Reserve needs replenishing if this type of program is to continue.  In addition, 
the WFP Emergency Operation (EMOP) of 34,000MT of free food aid distributions to 565,000 beneficiaries 
has commenced and is expected to continue through September 2006.   
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Figure 1: 60 Day Forage Projection 


