
 
KENYA: Food Security Emergency 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic emergency alerts when a significant food security crisis is occurring, 
where portions of the population are now, or will soon become, extremely food insecure and face imminent famine.  Decision makers should give 

the highest priority to responding to the situations highlighted by this Emergency alert. 

July 6, 2006 
 

Food insecurity among pastoralists remains critical  
despite significant improvements in environmental indicators 

 
While key pastoral environmental indicators, including the availability of water, pasture and browse, have improved, pastoral food security 
remains precarious.  Rates of malnutrition are unacceptably high in Moyale, Samburu, Turkana, Mandera and Marsabit Districts.  Global 
Acute Malnutrition rates range from 18 percent in Moyale to 30 percent in Marsabit District, well above the World Health Organization’s 
emergency threshold of 15 percent (GAM).  Poor nutrition has been compounded by an upsurge of diarrhea in Mandera, Marsabit, Garissa, 
Wajir, Isiolo and Samburu districts, and measles in Wajir and Mandera districts.  In addition, milk availability is limited since livestock herds 
have only just begun to recover from high mortality and the extremely poor conditions during the dry season that have resulted in a very low 
proportion of animals lactating.   
 
Substantial losses of livestock between November and March have 
severely eroded the productive asset base of pastoralists.  Due to the 
extent of livestock losses, most drought-affected households are forced to 
rely on relief food aid.  Recovery for drought affected households will 
require substantial rebuilding of herds, a process likely to take several 
good seasons, which have become increasingly rare.   
 
The Arid Lands and Resource Management Project (ALRMP) has 
reported that pasture is scarce, particularly in Mandera, Wajir and 
Turkana districts and parts of Garissa District, all areas most severely 
affected by drought.  As a result, pastoralists are increasingly relying on 
browsing animals such as goats and camels, as cattle and sheep are taking 
much longer to recover.  Livestock health and body conditions have 
improved in most districts, and mortality rates have declined.  But, the 
northwestern pastoral districts received below normal rains, and 
pastoralists are already migrating with their animals to more favorable 
areas.  But, movement in Marsabit, Samburu and Marakwet districts and 
parts of Turkana District have been limited by raids, which continue to undermine pastoral recovery.   

Figure 1: Comparative Terms-of-trade for Pastoralists in 
Samburu District.  Source of Data: ALRMP.
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Livestock prices have increased in almost all pastoral markets by 10 to 30 percent, 
while maize prices have declined across pastoral districts by about 10 percent, tilting 
the terms of trade in pastoralists’ favor.  But, terms of trade remain comparatively low.  
Figure 1 illustrates the comparative terms of trade for pastoralists in Samburu District, 
showing that while there has been a slight improvement, current terms of trade remain 
far below the 5-year average. 

Fig. 2: Food Security Status: March 2006. 
Source of Data: ALRMP and KFSSG 

Figure 2: Food Security Status, May 2006: 
Source of Data: ALRMP and KFSSG 

 
Many pastoralists currently rely on relief food.  About 3.6 million people are being 
targeted in an emergency operation (EMOP).  This number includes about half a 
million school children under an expanded school feeding program.  The EMOP started 
in March 2006 and is expected to run through February 2007, depending on the 
outcome of both the long and short-rains seasons.  Confirmed commitments and 
pledges against the requirement stand at US$ 127 million, or 57 percent of the EMOP’s 
overall funding requirements.  Cereal stocks are sufficient to cover the July distribution, 
but there are shortages of pulses and vegetable oil that will not be resolved until new 
shipments arrive later in July.   
 
In summary, the food security of pastoral households remains poor due to the high 
livestock mortalities between November and March, especially among cattle and sheep.  
The ALRMP has noted that livestock holdings for a significant proportion of 
pastoralists are unlikely to support household food security in the near to medium term.  
But, pastoral food security is being supported by relief food; a clear indication of the 
fragility of food security situation for pastoralists.   
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