
 

SOUTH SUDAN: Food Security Warning
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic watches when a food crisis is developing, where groups are now, or about to become, highly food insecure and 

take increasingly irreversible actions that undermine their future food security.  Decision makers should urgently address the situations highlighted by this Warning. 

  Issued: July 6, 2006 
 

Worsening food security in Bahr el Ghazal and escalating civil insecurity in Jonglei State 
 

In Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, returnees and 
poor residents will face increasing food deficits from 
May to August as the hunger season advances.  
The steady flow of returnees is increasing the 
demand for already scarce sources of food, such as 
sorghum grain, the price of which has increased by 
30 percent in the last month.  At the same time, 
wage rates for cultivation labor are expected to 
decrease significantly as more people are available 
for hire.  The epicenter of these food deficits will be 
in the countries where most of the returnees are 
concentrated, including Aweil East and Aweil West 
(see Figure 1).   

Figure 1.  Current areas of concern 
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Increased demand for limited hunger season foods 
will exacerbate the high levels of acute malnutrition 
that have become seasonal and progressively 
deteriorate between February and August.  These 
unacceptably high rates of malnutrition are rooted in 
poor hygiene, sanitation and child care practices 
and are present even in years when food access is 
good. 

  
Given the current food security situation in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal, regular and timely food aid deliveries are required through September when the hunger season ends.  
While WFP increased food rations for most of the returnee affected areas in May, there are serious concerns that this 
increase may not be sustained because of the significant ration cuts occurring in other parts of Sudan.   

Source & Graphics: FEWS NET 

 
Escalating conflict arising from the disarmament of armed militia in the areas of eastern Jonglei State inhabited by the 
Nuer tribe, including the Bieh County areas of Wuror, Diror, and Nyirol, during April and May has threatened food security 
(see Figure 1).  The fighting has disrupted wild food collection, fishing and access to traditional livestock/grain exchange 
mechanisms.  The conflict has also forced households and cattle to return earlier than normal from dry season grazing 
areas located in the western areas of Jonglei State (Bor County).  Eastern Jonglei State is historically known for conflict 
and has been even more insecure for the last eight years.  The Nuer tribe is bordered by their traditional enemies (to the 
south), the pastoral Murle tribe, who are better armed.  The Murle are known for their prowess in cattle raiding.  Thus, 
armed groups in Bieh are reluctant to disarm.  It is likely that the conflict over disarmament and the continued presence of 
militia groups will continue in this area, negatively affecting food security.   
 
Previous concerns over potential deterioration of livestock conditions in Kapoeta County located in the Arid Pastoral 
Livelihood Zone (see Figure 1) have waned following an improvement in conditions between April and May.  There are 
still concerns over whether there will be sufficient recovery of pasture and water for the coming season, because both 
were severely depleted following last year’s excessive dryness.  Given the paucity of food security monitoring in this area, 
close monitoring needs be maintained particularly between July and October, when end of year rains are expected.   
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