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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad: Newly arriving refugees from Central African Republic 
are now receiving full rations. The pipeline will hold through 
September.  In eastern Chad, host to over 200,000 refugees from 
Darfur, 60 percent of the required food aid was pre-positioned in 
advance of the rainy season. Outside refugee areas, severe food 
insecurity remains in Kanem and Logone Occidental. 

Ethiopia:  Southeastern and eastern pastoral areas are likely to 
face an elongated dry period from June—September. Ongoing  
assistance, coupled with a few days of rain in April and May, has 
helped save lives and livelihoods. But food security conditions 
will remain critical for the remainder of the year.   

Kenya: Despite generally favorable rains throughout the country, 
food security will remain precarious for most pastoralists for the 
remainder of 2006. High child malnutrition rates persist as their 
underlying causes have yet to be addressed.  Flood damage in 
coastal and lakeshore areas have affected an estimated 17,000 
people with displacement and the loss of crops and shelter. 

Somalia: The gu rains were normal in most of the country, and 
availability of and access to pasture, browse and water have im-
proved. However, 2.1 million drought-affected Somalis remain 
food insecure. A recent nutrition survey found over 20 percent 
GAM and 3.5 percent SAM in parts of Juba Valley and Gedo, 
where heavy rains have hindered food aid deliveries. 

Zimbabwe: Although this year’s maize harvest is a significant 
improvement compared to last year, it falls far short of domestic 
requirements, and Zimbabwe will again have to import a signifi-
cant amount of maize (see back page). Hyper-inflation continues 
to undermine food access, especially for the urban poor. 
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Niger: Numbers of moderately malnourished children are rising, 
but remain lower than last year at this time.  Prices are stable, and 
most markets are adequately supplied, due mainly to cereal im-
ports from Nigeria. However, high prices in Zinder and Tillabery 
reflect the local scarcity of cereal, and households are coping by 
selling assets, including young female cows. 

Sudan (southern): In northern Bahr el Ghazal, the impact of re-
turning populations on existing food sources is becoming more 
pronounced as the May—August hunger season develops. WFP 
has increased food rations in the most food insecure areas, but it is 
unclear if these can be maintained due to lack of funding. 

Djibouti: Acutely food insecure pastoralists still need emergency 
support. However, recent rains have improved food security and 
the availability of pasture and browse in most pastoral areas. 

Mauritania:  In most sorghum and millet producing zones, poor 
seed access and an early end to the rains have limited the local 
availability of cereals, bringing an early start to the hunger period. 
The flow of cereal imports from Senegal and Mali has declined. 

 

Significant Events Timeline 
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Tanzania: Crop prospects in unimodal areas are not favorable, 
due to late and erratic rain. Maize prices are more than twice the 
5-year average, in part due to escalating transportation costs. 

Uganda: Improved civil security is allowing IDPs in Lira District 
to return home and easing the congestion of camps in neighboring 
districts. Most IDPs still depend on food aid.  
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FEWS NET Alert Status   Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 
207,554 (Darfur refugees);  

48,300 (CAR refugees);   
115,000 (host)   

< 226,000 (refugees)  

Djibouti 230,000 70,000  

Ethiopia > 10 million  10.9 million 
(PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 3.6 million 3.6 million  

Niger 1.8 million  TBD 

Somalia 2.1 million 621,163 

South Sudan 1.9 million 1.9 million 

Tanzania 3.7 million 564,726 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 1.6 million 

Zimbabwe n/a n/a 

Mauritania 580,000 350,000 
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Southern Africa: Improved production in countries where it is most needed 
 

As harvests get underway in Southern Africa, following generally excellent seasonal rains, estimates show improved production 
compared to 2004/05 in those countries where food insecurity has been of greatest concern over the past year. Figure 1 illustrates 
that this year’s maize growing conditions have been very good, with green areas indicating above-average maize performance.  
Because farmers in South Africa cut back on the area planted to maize, their exportable surplus will be much smaller than last year. 
While maize production has improved in Zimbabwe, the country will still need to import substantial quantities that may not be 
available within the region.  
 
In Malawi, second round production estimates indicate a maize crop of 
2,350,000 MT, almost double last year’s harvest of 1,259,330 MT. 
Sharp increases in cassava and potato harvests are also expected. In 
Mozambique, good rains in the south and end of season rainfall in the 
north will result in maize and tuber production increases over last year. 
Mozambique’s maize production for 2005/06 is estimated to be around 
1,500,000 MT, compared to about 1,371,000 MT in 2004/05. Produc-
tion in the south has improved by about one-third. Zambia could pro-
duce up to 1,500,000 MT of maize, leaving a surplus over domestic 
requirements. Similarly, Botswana and Namibia expect improved har-
vests compared to last year.  In Angola, maize and bean production in 
the southern and central regions will be reduced due to mid season 
drought, but sorghum, millet and cassava harvests have not been se-
verely impacted. Crop production estimates are expected in early June.  
 
In Zimbabwe, FEWS NET agrees with the USDA maize harvest esti-
mate of 1,000,000 to 1,100,000 MT, a large improvement over the esti-
mated 650,000 MT last year. After successfully importing over 1 mil-
lion MT in the marketing season just ending , Zimbabwe will still face 
a major import challenge during the 2006/07 hunger season (October 
2006 — March 2007). Despite the improved harvest, hyper-inflation 
continues to restrict food access, especially in urban areas, and many 
households depend on remittances from Zimbabweans abroad to secure 
their food supply. The threat of severe food insecurity will persist and 
could worsen when the hunger season sets in later in the year.  
 
In South Africa, production declined sharply after farmers reduced 
acreage planted to maize by 45 percent, following a record harvest and 
large carry over stocks from 2004/05. In the 2005/06 season, South Africa is estimated to harvest only 6,320,000 MT of maize, just 
over half of the 11,716,000 MT harvested last season. This planned reduction will leave South Africa with a much smaller export-
able surplus than last year. Although the SADC region’s maize import needs should be substantially lower this year, South Africa’s 
surplus will not meet the region’s total requirements. Nonetheless, the commercial imports of the SACU countries (Botswana, Le-
sotho, Swaziland and Namibia) should be covered. 
 
The prospects of improved harvests in many countries have lowered prices in most markets, but not in Zimbabwe. This downward 
trend is expected to continue during the marketing season, but consumer prices will still remain higher than average. The signifi-
cant reduction in South Africa’s exportable reserves could mean higher import prices by December for importing countries who 
wait too long to fill their commercial orders.  
 
The improvement in grain and tuber production in countries that had deficits last year suggests that overall food aid requirements 
should decline. However, in many countries in the region, the poorest households and those affected by HIV/AIDS will still face 
some food and non-food needs. Support for non-food interventions is usually under funded and particularly encouraged.  
 

Figure 1. Southern Africa: Maize crop conditions 
for the 2005/06 growing season 

Water Requirements Satisfaction Index (WRSI)  
for maize (May 20, 2006)  

 
Source: FEWS NET/USGS 

For more information on Southern Africa, please visit www.fews.net/south  


