
For further information click on www.fews.net/mauritania. 

 

MAURITANIA: Food Security Warning 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) issues periodic warnings in the event of a developing food security crisis in which certain groups are 

currently or about to become highly food-insecure and are taking irreversible steps which are undermining their future food security.  Decision-makers should give 
top priority to responding to the situations highlighted in this warning. 

May 4, 2006 

 
Pastoral households face deteriorating food access as prices rise 

 
Roughly 90,000 pastoral households (or approximately 530,000 people) are already being classified as highly food-
insecure.  Though better than last year, this year’s grain harvests were still not good enough to wipe out debts incurred 
over the course of the recent string of bad crop years and meet current household food requirements.  As a result, this 
year’s lean period, which does not normally begin until May or June, got underway as early as February.  Should WFP fail 
to secure the remaining 24,000 MT of food supplies required for fiscal year 2006, its assistance program will be 
suspended by the end of June. 
 
The lack of flood recession (walo) crops and the sharp decline in yields of irrigated and lowland crops due to widespread 
uncontrolled bird infestations are limiting household grain availability for the country’s pastoral population.  Limited 
supplies of coarse grain crops from Mali and Senegal in border areas are forcing poor households with naturally low 
purchasing power to turn to a domestic market with spiraling prices despite ample supplies of imported grain and other 
foodstuffs.   
 
The deterioration in terms of trade and barter terms reported in March in the wake of the rise in grain prices has picked up 
speed, with livestock prices plunging since the month of March (by 22% in pastoral areas and 10% in agropastoral areas), 
except on a handful of markets (Bababé, Kaédi, Maghta Lahjar and Lexeiba).   
 
Out-migration is increasing, with households remaining behind relying primarily on borrowing (40%) and on purchasing 
grain with income earned from sales of livestock (40%).  The hardest hit areas are the eastern reaches of the country’s 
rainfed farming area between Fassala Néré and Djiguenni and the central and western reaches of the Senegal River 
Valley.  The deterioration in terms of trade (Figure 1 A) and the large production deficit have realigned the food access 
system (Figure 1 B) which, right now, is based mainly on loans and purchases.  On-farm reserves are running low, and 
only 4 of the 36 villages equipped with Village-Level Food Security Reserves (SAVS) under the WFP’s PRRO (Protracted 
Relief and Recovery Operation) have been able to replenish their inventories from local harvests. 
 
 

Figure 1A: Trends in terms of trade in the Municipality of Aere 
M’Bar in Branks (in the Central River Valley) 
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Figure 1B: Shifts in sources of food access in the Municipality of 
Lexeiba in Trarza (in the Western River Valley)  
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